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From the Pastor, Rev. Linda Farmer-Lewis

Lead with Love
“The Queen of Hearts is always your best bet”
The Eagles, from Desperado
I love the month of February! It gives us three
great celebrations: Valentine’s Day, Presidents Day
and Ash Wednesday. Two of these do not require
me to prepare a worship service! The third is a worship service that puts me in my place.
Valentine’s Day is about love. But its origin is not in
the romantic department, but sprung from the correspondence of an early Christian bishop who was
imprisoned and martyred for performing marriages
for Christian Roman soldiers who were by law not
permitted to marry by the emperor. But these couples were Christians and they wanted their bands of
love made sacred in the church, so Bishop Valentinus married them and was finally arrested. While
Bishop Valentinus was imprisoned, he struck up a
friendship with a young girl, and they wrote letters
to each other. Bishop Valentinus would sign his letters to her, “Your Valentine.” The Valentine messages of love we send on February 14 have been
the legacy of that Christian witness. What will be
our legacy of love for those not permitted to marry
in our United Methodist Churches?
Presidents Day springs from dates honoring the
great presidents of our country, George Washington, Abraham Lincoln etc. And because we couldn’t
agree on who were great Presidents and who weren’t great presidents, we just decided to make the
holidays about all the greats and not-so-greats alike
“Presidents Day.” And leave it to each of us to pick
our favorites. But it seems in this case, too, that
what makes a President great is that he or she
leads with love: love of country, love of its citizens,

love of peace and justice. “Justice is what love looks
like lived in the public square,” to quote Cornell
West.
Ash Wednesday may seem to be an odd day to celebrate. It is often thought as somewhat penitential.
But I think it is a tremendous relief, a relief to know
that God is God and I am not, that my mortality is a
given I can’t avoid, and that my status as a sinner is
an absolute certainty. Halleluiah! The pressure is off!
Ash Wednesday is a day to be reminded that we
need God’s love and that lo, and behold, we have it!
Completely unrelated to our abilities, virtue or age.
God’s action toward us is grace, kindness and love,
and there is nothing we can do about changing that,
because Christ has come. God leads with love to
save God’s world.
As people, when we lead with love, we have more
love around us. When we, as a church lead with
love, we have more people around us. When we as
a nation lead with love we have more diverse people
around us whose contributions make us stronger.
The late, great Glenn Fry of the Eagles wrote in his
song, Desperado, “Don’t you draw the Queen of Diamonds boy, she’ll beat you if she’s able, you know
the Queen of Hearts is always your best bet. Now it
seems to me some fine things have been laid upon
your table, but you always want the ones you can’t
get.”
If we bet on love to guide our path, we are betting
in the right direction. If we lead with love, maybe
someone will name a holiday after us.

Happy Holidays! Rev. Linda Farmer-Lewis
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Worship & Music Notes
Caryn Welter, Director of Music and Worship

We have two reports this month on the 213 process that
our church is engaged in. Caryn and Larry will both give
their perspectives on recent events.

Sponsor a radio broadcast
Call 485-9477

WJIM-AM
1240

Network Report: How We Grow Healthy Systems
As part of the 213 process, the Administrative Council voted at
its last meeting to participate in the Network Group, which will
assist Central UMC with its charge from the District Superintendant to engage more fully in outreach. This will be a nearly yearlong program in which at least three individuals will participate
each month. Pastor Linda and I will go to all of the sessions; in
addition, different church leaders will be involved each month.
The seminars will be held on the third Saturday of most months
from 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Sycamore Creek Church on S.
Pennsylvania here in Lansing.
Larry Beckon, Trustees chair, attended the first session which was
entitled “How we grow healthy systems;” two faces of Central’s
hospitality efforts, Faye McCracken and Pat Mort, will attend the
February 20 seminar which will tell “How we move people from
first-time guests to fully-engaged members.”
The ten-month Network Group is based on Nelson Searcy’s “eight
church systems.” Those who participate will gain competency in
how to REACH new people by organizing the systems within our
church for maximum health and growth. Led by Rev. Tom Arthur,
they will cover everything from the stewardship system to the
evangelism system, from the small-group system to the ministry
volunteer system. Attendees will learn practical steps to take in
achieving healthy, productive church systems that result in reaching more people for Jesus Christ.

Of Tom Arthur, Bishop Deborah Kiesey says, “I have been impressed with Tom’s innovative approach to ministry. He finds
ways to ‘go where the people are’ and has the ability to speak to
those who might never feel comfortable coming through the doors
of the traditional church building. He is teaching us all how to be
The Church, and how to make the message of Christ real for all.”
The first session was engaging and compelling, presented by this
passionate, spiritual, articulate and knowledgeable leader. I look
very much forward to the others. WATCH HERE FOR MORE!
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Worship & Music Notes (continued)
Upcoming recital

Concert on March 5

Sunday, February 21, Janet Geissler, flute, and
Caryn Welter, piano, will present CLASSIC AND
CLASSICAL, classical music and familiar tunes –
sometimes with a twist.

Saturday, March 5, at 4:00 p.m., representatives
of area churches will join the Chancel Choir of Central UMC and a chamber orchestra in singing
“Requiem for the Living” by Dan Forest. Under the
direction of Andrew Minear, DMA candidate at
Michigan State University, and sponsored by Central UMC along with the Greater Lansing Chapter of
the American Guild of Organists, this new work will
be presented in commemoration of the World Day
of Peace. A Requiem, at its core, is a prayer for
rest – traditionally, for the deceased. This Requiem’s five movements, however, form a narrative
as much for the living, and their own struggle with
pain and sorrow. The public is invited.

Janet Geissler, active in highly-performing groups
in her junior high and high school years, then relegated her flute to the closet where it gathered dust
for 20 years. A decade ago, she started playing at
church, became one of the first members of the
Grand Ledge Community Band where she now
serves on the board of directors, played with the
East Lansing Kiwanis Community Band, and performed at a variety of community events in Grand
Ledge. Janet is active in the handbell choir here at
Central, serves as the church’s carillonneur and is
an assistant carillonneur at Michigan State University. Outside of music, Janet worked in the newsroom of the Lansing State Journal for nearly 20
years and currently is a supervisor in the public
transit area of the Michigan Department of Transportation.
Caryn Welter, Director of Music and Worship at
Central, also serves as organist, pianist, and Spirit
Singers Director. A former Okemos teacher, she
served as President of the teacher’s association
and in many other capacities during her 33-year
tenure. She serves as an organist at the MSU
Alumni Chapel, has served as President of the Lansing Area Ministry of Bells and WKAR Advisory
Board member. Caryn presently serves on the
Board of the Greater Lansing Chapter, American
Guild of Organists, and the Board of the West
Michigan Chapter of the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts. The group designs and implements workshops for clergy, musicians, and worship leaders across the state of
Michigan. She studied with MSU’s late Henry Harris
and Chair of the Piano Department, Deborah Moriarty; more recently, with Dr. Stephen Lange, organist.

Recent concert
Those of you who attended the concert on Sunday,
January 24 were treated to the music of Haydn,
Scriabin, and Liszt played on our lovely new Schimmel piano by MSU’s Zhao Wang. This was a dazzling performance.
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Trustees

Larry Beckon, Chair, Board of Trustees

The role of the trustees is to supervise and maintain all the property belonging to the congregation so that the ministries
of the congregation can be effective.

This is the second report on the 213 process, by Larry Beckon
Network Report: How We Grow Healthy Systems
On Saturday, January 16, I attended, with Caryn Welter, the first session of a ten-session program that is
focused on helping local churches increase their competency in how to reach out to new people. These
sessions are sponsored by our West Michigan Conference. The key word for these sessions is “REACH,” as
all the sessions deal with reaching people that we are not reaching now. As you may recall, the Administrative Council, based on feedback from the congregation, has determined that there are five ministries
Central needs to address to achieve our purpose of making disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the whole world—especially the part of the world where we live, work, worship and serve. All
five ministries are important and are all directed towards increasing Sunday worship attendance, which is
the primary pathway into discipleship.
Some of the things that I learned are:
*We need to consider how others feel, not just how present church members feel.
*These sessions will focus on HOW to do things inside the church that will meet the needs of those that
we are trying to attract.
*Churches that grow in attendance and membership are churches where everyone feels welcomed.
*The objectives of these session is to help local churches improve how they do things so that there is
steady growth in church worship attendance and in church membership.
In addition to what was said at the January session, each participant received two books. I have started
reading one of the books. The part of the book that I have read focuses on how to create events that will
draw many “new people” to a church. The other book provides ideas on how to turn first-time guests into
fully-engaged church members. The monthly sessions and the books seem to have been created just for
where Central is now and for where we need to be in the future.

Just a little reminder of how
beautiful the sanctuary
looked at Christmas, with a
bouquet of red poinsettias.
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Transitions
Dr. Ed Spink died Thurdsay, January 7. His service
was held Saturday, January 16.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++
Among Friends
Peter Hudy ~ home
Vivian Johnson ~ home
Jim Kennedy ~ home
Florence Locke ~ Grand Ledge Independence Village
Judith Smith ~ home

UMW

Submitted by Pat Mort

Friendship Circle is taking February off. We will
meet again March 15. Hope you can join us!
Judy Grove Circle meets Monday, February 8, at
6pm in the Second Floor Lounge. After our pot
luck (always yummy) we will work on a service
project. If you’d like to join us please let the office know so we have a place set for you at the
table.

Did someone celebrate a 75th birthday last month? (Our photographer did not arrive to take the photo
until most of the cake was gone)

Central Daytrippers
Our FAKE CRUISE to Antarctica and the Mediterranean will happen in the Fellowship Hall of Lansing Central United
Methodist Church, 215 North Capitol Avenue, Lansing, Michigan, beginning at 10:30 AM on February 17th, 2016.
Pastor Linda Farmer-Lewis has promised us a homemade Baked Chicken lunch complete with potatoes, salad, dessert, rolls, butter, and beverage.
AND, you've never had a more economical CRUISE. Just $15.00 will give you the opportunity to watch two movies:
One a movie about the Emperor Penguins at the South Pole; the other calls at 10 ports off the Mediterranean Sea. The
Antarctica Penguin film is celebrating winter, and the Mediterranean film is celebrating the warmth we had during the
winter. Come and enjoy!
NOTE: Some of you already know that Polar Bears inhabit the North Pole and Emperor Penguins inhabit the South Pole.
It took me some time to sort that out.
You can sign up during coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall.
For a look ahead, I believe a tour of one of Michigan's Prison Cells in Jackson (a prison museum) is on deck for April 13.
Future dates: June 22, August 24, October 19
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Missions

Cathy Amundsen, Chair

Lansing Food Bank
We continue to collect food stuffs the third Sunday of each month for the Lansing Food Bank. At this time
we are still delivering to the Faith UMC. The South Lansing Food Bank is still operating from that site. They
are very grateful for all the food that we can contribute.
Recent Projects
Mission projects supported in December 2015: $400 to West Michigan Conference to support leader development for Native American clergy, laity and youth. $400 to Bolivia Urban Santa Cruz Children's Ministry for
child care and education for street children. $950 to Wesley Foundation at MSU. A team from Wesley Foundation was at Central for UM Student Day, November 22, 2015.
Flint Water Crisis and UMCOR
In November 2015 the Crossroads District of the UMC (Flint) hired Peter Plum to serve as the District's
Emergency Water Crisis Coordinator. For the past two months he has worked with the local governmental
and relief agencies to coordinate efforts in providing water filtration systems, filtration pitchers and bottled
water. He has been assisting churches and communities of the City of Flint. There are now 8 Water Crisis
Resource Centers located in 8 UMC's throughout the city. This effort has been enhanced by a $10,000 gift
from UMCOR to the Crossroads District of the UMC. This money, plus other district-raised funds, purchased
filtration units and replacement filters. The filters need to be replaced every 60-90 days. Donations, payable
to the Crossroads District with memo "Water Crisis" may be sent to: Flint Water Crisis, Crossroads District
Office of the UMC, 1309 N. Ballenger Hwy. Ste. #2, Flint, Mi 48504. (Information from UMC publication.)

Valentine Blanket Time
We will again be selling handmade Valentines to support the Blanket Program of CROP. Watch for Valentines on sale January 31 and February 7 & 14. You buy a Valentine for that special someone and a CWS
blanket will be sent to provide warmth, shelter, security and more to victims of natural and man-made disasters around the world. That is called a WIN-WIN situation!! Thank you for your warmth and caring!
THANK YOU from the folks at Willow School
This month we delivered to Willow School 102 pairs of mittens/gloves, 11 hats and 5 scarves. We also provided over $322 in gift cards to help the school staff purchase school uniforms for students in need. Volunteers and staff say the use of uniforms has greatly enhanced the atmosphere at the school this year. There
is a new feeling of discipline and pride in the students.
UMC GivingTuesday
The total for the UMC on GivingTuesday, December 1, 2015 was $2,799,734.94. Of this amount our Mission
in Cameroon received $650.
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February
1 Monday
10am Staff

2 Tuesday

6pm Church & Society

4 Thursday

6:30pm Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

7 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
10:30 Music Committee
11 Sunday School for All Ages
5:30pm Vespers Class

21 Sunday

In-gathering for South Lansing Food Bank
9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School for All Ages
4pm Janet Geissler in Concert
5:30 Vespers

22 Monday
10am Staff

23 Tuesday
6pm Finance

25 Thursday

6:30pm Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

28 Sunday

10am Staff
6pm Judy Grove Circle

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School for All Ages
5:30pm Vespers Class

9 Tuesday

29 Monday (once every 4 years!)

8 Monday

6pm Worship Committee

11:30am Staff ~ Off-site

10 Wednesday ~ Ash Wednesday
12pm Chapel Service
7 Sanctuary Service

11 Thursday

6:30pm Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

14 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School for All Ages
5:30 Vespers Class

15 Monday
10am Staff

17 Wednesday

Day-Trippers Winter “Cruise” and Lunch

18 Thursday

6:30pm Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

The Central Journal is published monthly by
Central United Methodist Church, 215 North
Capitol Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933. The January deadline is Friday, February 19, 2016.
Please submit your article to the church office
by that date. Thank you.
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Magazines, magazines, magazines!! During 2016 new magazines will be available for
your reading pleasure: Entertainment Weekly,

Fortune, Health, People, Sports Illustrated,
Golf Magazine, Time, This Old House, Travel+Leisure, and Vogue. These can be taken

home but need to be returned soon for others
to enjoy.

Once again we remind you that two new books
are here, also. The Underground Girls of Kabul
by Jenny Nordberg. From the jacket, "An investigative journalist reveals a hidden Afghan custom that will transform your understanding of
what it means to grow up as a girl."
Suzanne Woods Fisher, author of The Heart of
the Amish, writes stories of the Amish that will
arm you with tools to forgive and find the path
to reconciliation as they draw closer to God."

The Library Task Force

