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From the Pastor, Rev. Linda Farmer-Lewis

Walking with Jesus
There is an old hymn, “I Walked Today
Where Jesus Walked,” written by a pastor
who was visiting the Holy Land and was
overcome to think that he was walking in
the footsteps of his Lord. That’s what I love
about Lent and Holy Week – we walk in the
footsteps of our Lord. We are with him
each week as the Gospel unfolds, and Jesus
confronts his opposition, rides triumphantly
into Jerusalem, shares his last meal with his
friends, agonizes in the Garden with his
God and Father, stands before Pilate, endures the mocking crown of thorns, the
whip, the heavy cross dragged on his shoulders through the street to jeering and spitting, nailed to a cross in horrid cruelty and
hung to die, his dearest friends and mother
standing vigil.
To walk these steps that Jesus walked is to
once again know Jesus as the man for others, the man of sorrows, the person whose
loyalty to God and to us is the deepest love
ever lived. To be reminded of that walk is
to more fully know the joy of the rest of the
story.
Without the walk with Jesus through these
events, we do not know Jesus as our friend,
someone who loves us; as someone we
love and care about. Without sharing his
walk we cannot know fully the joy of his
resurrection.

As disciples, we enter the story, and as disciples we continue the story of walking
where Jesus walks today. He walks the halls
of Congress, he walks the streets of Calcutta, he walks in ICU rooms, he walks in refugee camps, he walks where there is pain,
he walks where there is joy – he walks with
us. What a friend we have in Jesus!
We have opportunity in our worship to renew our commitment to walk where Jesus
walked in the special observances of Palm
Sunday, March 20, Maundy Thursday,
March 24 with our service and meal at St.
Paul’s Episcopal church at 6 p.m., at our
12:30 service on Good Friday in Central’s
sanctuary, and our celebration of resurrection on Easter morning, March 27, where
we will celebrate a baptism and receiving of
new members.
If you would like to walk this walk, and
have yet to become a member, or are
wanting to be baptized into the faith of resurrection, then call me, and we will add you
to the roster of those who want to walk
where Jesus walks. Comin’?

Rev. Linda Farmer-Lewis, 517-581-5595
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Worship & Music Notes
Caryn Welter, Director of Music and Worship

The 213 Process Update — Reach Network Sessions
Kudos go to Pat Mort and Faye McCracken, who represented
Central at the February Reach Network event which discussed
ways to move people from first-time guests to fully-engaged
members. Undergirded by Nelson Searcy’s book Fusion, Sycamore Creek Church Pastor Tom Arthur presented a host of ideas
that were to do with time-proven ways to connect with our
guests. Watch as you see some of them implemented at Central.

Sponsor a radio broadcast
Call 485-9477
WJIM-AM
1240

Church Directory
Rev. Linda Farmer-Lewis,

Senior Minister

Rev. Bill Amundsen, Ret.,

If you would like to attend one of the upcoming sessions at
Sycamore Creek, please sign up in Fellowship Hall during coffee
fellowship time:
March 19 – Evangelism
April 16 – Stewardship
May 21 – Small Groups
July 16 – Mobilizing People for Significant Ministry
August 20 – Launching New Services, Churches, or Satellites
September 17 – Worship Planning
October 14–15 – Reach Summit
November 19 – Developing Leaders at All Levels
December 17 – How We Constantly Evaluate and Improve
Watch in the near future for new Connection Cards. Owing to
their content flexibility, the cards will facilitate closer interaction
between guests, parishioners, and staff, as we partner together
in the journey to follow Christ. More valuable, perhaps, than the
cards themselves is the importance of each and every person’s
filling one out each and every Sunday! Why, you may ask? It’s
because established parishioners will model for guests the commitment to filling them out, thereby giving us critical information
about guests’ hopes and needs, and also allowing us to better
serve Central’s established people.
SAVE THE DATE: April 22-24
Tom Bandy, internationally recognized pastoral leader and demographic specialist, will be here with us at Central UMC helping
us understand the opportunity we have to bless the people all
around us, near and far. Our time with him begins Friday night,
April 22, then two sessions on Saturday, April 23, and a final
session on Sunday afternoon, April 24th. All are invited to participate. This conference with Tom Bandy comes as part of the
next steps, and is the outcome of the work, our church council
has been doing.
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Worship & Music Notes
Music Through the Years

Because we wish to show equal respect for five key
preferences in worship music, we strive to select
songs and hymns meaningful to every age group
via representative music selections from (a) the
great classic hymns, written 1520-1870; (b) the old
gospel hymns, written 1871-1935, and (c) the
three generations of contemporary praise songs,
written 1960-1978, 1978-1995, and 1995 to the
present.

Looking Ahead to Holy Week
Palm Sunday, March 20 – Musically speaking,

Spirit Singers will lead “I Will Enter His Gates.” The
Chancel Choir will sing Moses Hogan’s “Ride On,
King Jesus” and Z. Randall Stroope’s “Lamb of
God.”

Wednesday, March 23 - Bells, Spirit Singers, and
Chancel Choir rehearsals all at their usual times,
but this week on Wednesday!

Holy (Maundy) Thursday, March 24 – 6:00
p.m. Dinner and service next door, at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church.

Good Friday, March 25 – 12:30 p.m. – Worship
here, in our sanctuary.

Caryn Welter, Director of Music and Worship
Sunday , May 22, at 9:30 a.m., the Chancel Choir,
along with vocalists and instrumentalists from the
community, will present Dan Forest’s Requiem
for the Living. This beautiful work will capture your
heart, and be bookended by two other particularly
inspiring pieces. Note that this event has been
moved from its originally scheduled date of March 5.
Immediately following this performance, Central’s
Music Committee will host our annual Spaghetti
Lunch Fundraiser. If you have another commitment,
sign up early for take-out.

Recent Musical Event
Janet Geissler, Caryn
Welter and Dave Falconer presented a fun
-filled array of flute
and piano music on
Sunday, February
21. The program was
a wonderful mix of
classics, swingbaroque, and beloved
tunes from a host of
sources.

Easter Sunday, March 27 – 9:30 a.m. – Baptism

and reception of new members. Contact Pastor Linda Farmer-Lewis if you’re interested in participating
in one of them. Musically speaking, the opening
voluntary will feature organ/brass playing “An Easter Fanfare” by Carla J. Giomo. The Central Bell
Ringers will play. The Chancel Choir will sing William Schoenfeld’s “An Easter Fanfare” and Allen
Pote’s “Risen Alleluia!”

Upcoming Musical Events

Sunday, May 15, at 4:00 p.m. is Rachel Weinfeld’s recital in the sanctuary. Rachel will love to
see her many Central friends in attendance for
what promises to be a spectacular presentation.
Look ahead; invite your guests now.

Central Bell Ringers Update
The first Central Bell Ringers' rehearsal for this season was scheduled for Thursday, February 25, but
we got snowed out. We are now looking at Thursday, March 3 at 5:45 p.m. If you are interested in
ringing, please contact Brandon Smith at brandonsmith1015@yahoo. Let's make this one of the
"ringingest" times in recent history!!
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Trustees

Larry Beckon, Chair, Board of Trustees

The role of the trustees is to supervise and maintain
all the property belonging to the congregation so
that the ministries of the congregation can be effective.

Supporting Central’s Ministries
As noted above, one of the roles of the Board of
Trustees is to support Central’s ministries. In
response to comments from the congregation,
the Administrative Council approved a report
late last summer that focused on what needs to
be done by Central to grow in ministry. That report made it clear that the purpose of Central is
to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the whole world. To do that we
need to reach out to persons who are not now
attending Central. We need to develop relationships and ministries.

Support of Growth Initiatives
The trustees have committed $15,000 from
endowment funds to be used for initiatives
intended to help us understand and reach out
to others. This is an outgrowth of the 213
Process that Central is presently engaged in.

Use of Endowment Funds in 2016
The intent of the Board of Trustees is to use
funds from several endowment funds this
year to support areas of Central, including
missions, music, radio ministry, health insurance, building restoration and scholarships.

One of the ministries the Board of Trustees is
supporting is providing building space to community groups as an important means of
CUMC’s outreach. A contractor has been hired
to repair and restore the dining room floor.
The folding doors at the north and south ends
of the dining room are being opened so that the
dining area will be nearly 4,000 square feet. As
part of this effort, it is planned to have the dining room and adjacent areas painted in colors
consistent with the restoration completed on
the first floor of the Temple House.
Using memorial funds, a new kitchen range,
with 10 burners, two large ovens and two large
griddles has been purchased and installed. The
existing range is believed to be about 50-60
years old.
This is a test square 6’ x 6’ to show what is possible in renovating the dining room floor.
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Missions

Cathy Amundsen, Chair

THANK YOU for your support of the following
ministries:
Blanket/Valentine project. The total received from the sale of Valentines was $800.00.
This will go to the CROP World Service Blanket
Program to provide the warmth of a blanket to
those in need. It might be warmth as in heat or
warmth as in caring. CENTRAL UMC HAS IT
COVERED!
Noisy Sunday total was $2,516.00 for the
Ministry of Kindness Fund at Central.
Flint Water Crisis Offering. The total received so far is $312.00.
Coming: One Great Hour of Sharing offering March 6, 2013.
This offering is the main support for the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). It is
because of our support for this offering that
UMCOR was able to respond to the Flint Water
Crisis when our Bishop requested funds, and
not wait until a specific offering was received
for Flint. UMCOR has already been in touch with
UM missionaries and churches in the Fiji Islands
following the cyclone that recently hit that area.
The Missions Commission brings many requests
to you for gifts to those in need. How wonderful
that we are able to respond and share the caring and love of Christ with others.

From the Library

The Ralph Goodell Memorial Library and the Library
Task Force lost the FORCE behind the Library in the
transition of Ed Spink.
We will long benefit from his knowledge of Library
Science, his quiet willingness to share it as a longtime volunteer in the Library and the Church. He was
an advisor, helper and friend to our other librarians,
starting with Elizabeth Hayden, then Janet Hamilton
and Lois Perkins. He worked with Win Anderson on
the bi-annual book sales, ordering supplies, reviewing new books for purchase and weeding out shelfdusty volumes.
The renovation of the Library was a special joy-filled
project for Ed, visualizing, ordering equipment and
small items to enhance the quality and comfort of
the Library. Edward Spink was a gentleman and a
joy to his co-workers and church friends.
“Don’t cry because it’s over.
Smile because it happened.”
–Dr. Seuss

Return Your Books

More than 30 books and audio tapes and CD’s have
not been returned-some taken out in 2011! So,
please check your book shelves for these items from
the Ralph Goodell Memorial Library and return to our
Library—no overdue fees, no disparaging remarks,
just smiles that our books are ‘Home!”
The 10 magazines are in on-going circulation. Take
one home, read and return it promptly for others to
enjoy.
Happy hunting and thank you.

New Library Chairs
Gifts from God

Do you like receiving gifts? How you respond
when given the gift, and what you do with the gift
itself proves how much you appreciate it. Guests
to our Church are extraordinary gifts from God.
As a part of God’s Church, we are all part of Hospitality. We need to be determined to take care of
each and every first-time guest God is sending our
way.

Nurture/Visitation (Hospitality)

Have you seen the elegant new match-the rug armchairs in the Library? Take a moment to admire the
acquisitions by the Arts and Décor Committee, as
designated from memorial gifts given by Mary Ellen
Maas, Anne Forgrave, and Leora Stutes. We gratefully receive these chairs as they enhance the quiet atmosphere of the library.
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Among Friends

Frank Anderson ~ home
Jean Fitch ~ hospice
Dolly Neller ~ home
Tom Kephart ~ home
Wilma Sewell ~ Prestige Pines
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Transitions

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Bob Pena
and Shannon Pena Branstner on the death of
their father, Severo Pena, in Texas.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Upcoming Birthday

Help us celebrate LOIS JENKINS turning 90
on MARCH 19th
Shower her with cards:
24862 US 19 North # 3201
Clearwater Florida 33763
Or if in Florida join us for an open house at the
clubhouse from 2-5 PM on March 19th. Clubhouse is at Hillcrest Villas at above address.
Would love to see you all! Thank you.

From Linda Towsley

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

New Position

We congratulate Choir Director Andrew Minear
on being selected as Director of Choral Activities at the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa,
starting in August. We will miss the Minear
family, but wish them every good fortune and
Godspeed in their new life.

UMW

Thanks

Thank you to John, Mary, and Stacy Morris
for all the behind-the-scenes work of love
they do for our Church. All of the Christmas
decorating (and undecorating) inside and
outside the building was done by this family.
They are also preparing our Church for the
Easter season. Watch the tree branch in front
of the cross in the sanctuary as it evolves, its
message showing signs of spring, growing in
faith, and the resurrection.
Thank you to the members of the Judy Grove
Circle who have volunteered to prepare
meals and freeze them in our Church kitchen.
These meals will be available to be delivered
to our Church families who are going through
stressful situations. These meals will be available starting in April. More about this wonderful ministry later.

From Faye McCracken, Hospitality Committee

It is with great appreciation that we thank
our church family for the beautiful cards and
best wishes given to us for our 50th wedding
anniversary. You blessed us and our children
and their families as well.

Paul and Jamie Zimmer

Submitted by Pat Mort

Friendship Circle is meeting March 15. Hope you can join us!
Judy Grove Circle meets Monday, March 14 in the kitchen. We are cooking freezer meals to have
on hand for others as this month’s service project. Our potluck (always yummy) will be after. If
you’d like to join us, please let the office know so we have a place set for you at the table.
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March
2 Wednesday
7pm Ad Council

3 Thursday

5:45pm Bell Choir
6:30 Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

6 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
10:30 Music Committee
11 Sunday School for All Ages
5:30pm Vespers Class

7 Monday
10am Staff

10 Thursday
5:45pm Bell Choir
6:00 Trustees
6:30 Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

13 Sunday ~ Daylight Savings Time
9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School for All Ages
5:30 Vespers Class

21 Monday
10am Staff

22 Tuesday
6pm Finance

23 Wednesday
5:45pm Bell Choir
6:30 Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

24 Thursday ~ Maundy Thursday
6pm Maundy Thursday observance at St. Paul’s

25 Friday ~ Good Friday

12:30pm Good Friday Service in Sanctuary

27 Sunday ~ Easter
9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour

28 Monday
Central Closed

31 Thursday

6:30pm Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

14 Monday

10am Staff
6pm Judy Grove Circle

15 Tuesday

9:30am Friendship Circle

17 Thursday
5:45pm Bell Choir
6:30 Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

18 Friday

10am Marketing

20 Sunday ~ Palm Sunday

In-gathering for South Lansing Food Bank
9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School for All Ages
5:30 Vespers

The Central Journal is published monthly by
Central United Methodist Church, 215 North
Capitol Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933. The April
deadline is March 29, 2016. Please submit
your article to the church office by that date.
Thank you.
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Spring Flowers Available
It is time to think about the Annual Floral Display for Easter. If you
are interested in purchasing a plant for display on the Chancel for
Easter Sunday, please fill out the form below and send it along with
your check, to the church office. You may honor or memorialize
someone in this manner. The cost is $10.00 per plant. The final
day to order is Wednesday, March 16. Please feel free to remove
your plants at anytime following Easter Worship.
We are offering you another option again this year. If you would prefer not to have an actual plant, you
may designate that your contribution per plant be donated to the Ministry of Kindness Fund in memory or
honor of your loved ones.

Your Name: _________________________________
Please reserve ________ flowers ($10.00 per plant) __White Tulip __Lily OR
________ donate my offering to the Ministry of Kindness Fund
The designation should read:

______ in memory of

______ in honor of

Name: ______________________________________
From: _______________________________________
Order deadline: March 16
Please mark your check “Plant” or “MoK” and make it payable to Central United Methodist Church

