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Mark your Calendars now for Saturday April 23,
9-noon—Reach Out Conference

April 23 and 24 you are invited to actively participate in a significant step forward and outward in
our 213 process to shape the future of Central
United Methodist Church. On Saturday April
23, from 9 a.m. until 12 noon the entire congregation is urged to participate in this session of
Central’s Reach Out Conference.
The Reach Out Conference will involve a whole
weekend of work that our Administrative Council
and Staff will be doing around becoming a more
externally-focused church in following the call of
Jesus to make disciples. The Rev. Tom Bandy,
who will be leading us, is an internationally recognized pastor and demographic researcher who
will be giving us his analysis of the research he
has done on our congregation and our potential
to reach the people in our area for Christ.
On Sunday April 24 we will have salad potluck
following worship and we will have another session with Rev. Tom Bandy to which the entire
congregation is also invited and encouraged to
attend until the conference concludes around 2
p.m.
All of this is an outcome of the 213 process we
began last year and in response to the findings
gleaned from our congregational meetings. Many
changes have been implemented as a result of
that work, including an updating of our website,
the formation of an Engaging Worship Task
Force, and significant work around aligning our
resources and goals moving forward. In addition,
we have been participating in monthly workshops
at Sycamore Creek, also in response to our 213

process, to increase our capacity to reach out to
include more people in ministry.
These monthly workshops and our Reach Out
Conference with Rev. Tom Bandy are the outcomes and next steps of our Administrative Council’s work around the 213 process, the recommendations from our District Leadership Team, and,
the more than 250 responses we received from
our congregational meetings a year ago. Participation in the sessions at Sycamore Creek have
yielded very positive response from 20 leaders
from our church who have already participated in
these workshops which included instruction in
Stewardship, Evangelism, Worship and all other
aspects of being church.
The Reach Out Conference is an important next
step for our whole congregation to gain perspective in hearing the information Rev. Tom Bandy
has amassed about our specific demographic situation. This is a great opportunity to ask questions
of an experienced consultant, and, together, better understand where we are as a church and
where we need to go to reach out to our community and grow our ministry. In all of this we are
seeking to become better equipped to be the
church God is calling us to be today and “Reach
forward” into who God is calling us to be in the
future.
Come, be a part of it. Central needs your input.
Sign up at the front desk for the Saturday
morning session if you would like to stay for
lunch and/or remain for the afternoon session on
Saturday. For lunch, a baked potato bar will be
provided.
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Worship & Music Notes
Caryn Welter, Director of Music and Worship
May 15 marks the next in our concert series. Rachel Weinfeld’s
“Out of My Dreams” will feature Broadway favorites and classical repertoire by Strauss, Mozart and more. Rachel, soprano, currently studies Vocal Performance at Ball State University. She will be seen in Ball
State’s Opera Theatre this school year as Belinda in their production of
Dido and Aeneas and Adele in their production of Die Fledermaus.
Last summer, she traveled to Salzburg, Austria, to perform in the role
of Bastienne in Mozart’s Bastian and Bastienne as part of the Franco
American Vocal Academy. This summer she will travel to Rome to perform with the world’s number one collegiate entertainment ensemble,
the Ball State University Singers. Rachel has been a member of Central United Methodist Church for many years, and is overjoyed to have
the opportunity to return and sing for her Central family.
May 22 will be a big day at Central, the Celebration of Music in
Worship. Under the direction of Andrew Minear and featuring MSU
vocalists and an MSU orchestral ensemble, Central’s Chancel Choir will
sing Dan Forest’s Requiem for the Living. A Requiem is typically for
honoring the deceased; however, in this work the five movements are
as much for the living and their own struggle with pain and sorrow as
for the deceased. Worship will also include Central Bell Ringers and
Janet Geissler, flutist.
On this special day, Andrew Minear and his family will be honored during worship. Beginning August 1, Andrew will be the new Director of
Choral Activities at the University of Alabama. We are appreciative of
Andrew’s generously sharing his spiritual leadership, rich storehouse
of expertise, extraordinary teaching skills, rich historic perspectives
and great sense of humor. Wishing him and his family all the best,
they will be missed.
Immediately following worship that day will be the annual spaghetti
lunch fundraiser, including Jeannie Sander’s fabulous spaghetti, salad, fruits, breadsticks, a beverage, and homemade desserts. Co-chair
Carolyn Kirkby indicates that whatever generous amount you should
decide to contribute, you are also invited to do take-out if your schedule makes you unavailable to join us.
Proceeds from the event will go to the Music Support Fund whose
function is to purchase music, underwrite musicians for the Concert
Series, and fund the many, many needs of the Music Department in
providing a rich and diverse musical repertoire for Central’s worship
experiences and for outreach into the community.
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From the Pastor, Rev. Linda Farmer-Lewis

Who holds the future?
Our God holds the future! The message of
Easter is this: There is nothing that can happen
to us in this world that God in Jesus Christ
does not hold! In Christ, God holds all of life,
even death, in God’s own hands and delivers
the verdict: He is risen!
This means we are free to live into the future
God is calling us to without fear. It means we
can trust God and let go of anxiety in order to
move forward. It means we can love without
fear, which means we can do ministry!
Our congregation will be engaged in the question of how God is calling us forward into the
future to do ministry. Ministry is why we exist,
what we are here for, all kinds of ministry, but
ministry to people in Christ’s name is what we
are about. We will be meeting with demographer Tom Bandy later this month to hone our
opportunity to bless the people around us. We
will take a look at how we are equipped to be
effective and make plans to tool our resources
to maximize our reach into the community for
Christ.
It is exciting. It a little scary. But what it really
is, is an opportunity for faithfulness. To take
this resurrection power we know in Easter out
for a spin and see what it can do and where it
can take us, if we let it. Our church exists for a
purpose, to bless people. Blessing is a verb as
well as a noun, and it implies action. To be
church we have to do church. And to do church
means blessing people.
In order to bless people we need to know
blessing, experience blessing and be moved to

bless others because of it. This requires stability, a sense of wellbeing, an expansiveness, a
trust that allows us to unclench our worry and
breath in Holy Spirit joy. That is what happened to the disciples when Jesus appeared to
them after his resurrection and breathed on
them the Holy Spirit and said, “Peace be with
you.” They weren’t worried about the future.
They saw who held the future. And they
moved out into the world to bless people with
the good news of the gospel of God, with faith
in Jesus Christ to transform our fear into love.
They changed the world by knowing who holds
the future.
God holds our future too. And if we breath that
resurrection power into our lungs we are going
to change our world and bless people who will
bless people who will bless people. That is the
future God holds for us in the risen power of
Jesus Christ. Ready? Set? Let’s go bless!

Rev. Linda Farmer-Lewis
Reminder

LANSING CENTRAL UMC DAY-TRIPPERS
(Our Eighth Tour Together)
Let's Go To Prison,
Let's Eat Lunch, and
Let's Play Lego Bricks

WHAT?
Travel to Jackson, Michigan to visit the Museum “CellBlock-7” at the Prison in Jackson
Lunch in Jackson
Visit Ella Sharp Park's International Exhibition of an acclaimed artist's renditions in Lego Bricks.
WHEN?

Wednesday, April 13, 2016, 9 AM to 4 PM
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Trustees

Larry Beckon, Chair, Board of Trustees

The role of the trustees is to supervise and maintain all
the property belonging to the congregation so that the
ministries of the congregation can be effective.

Restoration of Dining Room and Adjacent
Areas
As noted in the March Central Journal, work
was being done in the dining room and areas
adjacent to the dining room, which includes the
stairway to the first floor. Except for two minor
areas, the wood floor in the dining room has
been repaired and restored. The two minor areas will be restored soon. Keeping the doors at
both the north and sound ends of the dining
room open has led to a very open look and feel.
Light now enters the room from the windows on
the south side of the room. Painting the dining
room and the areas adjacent to the dining
room, which includes the stairway from the first
floor and the foyer at the east end of the dining
room, with the same painting scheme leads this
entire area to tie to the adjacent areas on the
first floor of the Temple House.
The funds for this work are being provided by
the Buildings Fund. This fund was established at
a church conference on November 7, 2010
when it was voted to move the funds for what
was known as the Building Foundation of Central (also known as the Partners for
Preservation) to a new fund to be
administered by the Board of Trustees. At the same time, the Building
Foundation was terminated. The
Building Foundation had been established with the intent that funds
could not be used until the assets
of the foundation had reached at
least one million dollars. The Buildings Fund allows any of its funds
(now valued at about $190,000) to
be used for restoration projects.

Restoration of Temple House Windows
Several years ago, Central began a long term effort to have the windows in the Temple House
restored by Central staff. This work, which was
well done, was a time-consuming effort. In order
to protect the windows before their condition becomes worse, the Board of Trustees decided to
seek bids from contractors to have all of the
wood windows of the Temple House restored and
painted this year. Bids were taken and the trustees selected T.L. Hart, Inc. to do this work. The
Hart firm is also doing the painting of the dining
room and adjacent areas. This project, which involves the restoration of more than 100 windows,
is expected to start in late April or early May and
to take 16 weeks to complete.

Views of the
work in progress in the
Dining Room
as of April 1,
2016
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Easter Week 2016 Celebrations

A view of the beautiful sanctuary
Easter cross decor created by the
Morris family.

Mayuko Kondo was baptized Easter
Sunday. With her is her sponsor,
Leora Stutes.

Maundy Thursday annual shared dinner at St.
Paul’s Episcopal.

Our beautiful Easter sanctuary and congregation.

The beauty of our Easter flowers.

We received into membership Mayuko, Don
and Marie Coble, Ron and Jerry Gibbs, and
Allen and Lee Clarkson Easter Sunday.

16 children enjoyed hunting for more than
200 eggs all around the 1st floor rooms of
Central after worship.

April 2016 - Central Journal 6

Among Friends
David DeVinney ~ The Willows, East Lansing
Jeanne Fowler ~ The Willows, East Lansing
Jean Fitch ~ hospice
Tom Kephart ~ home
Tom Farmer ~ home

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Thanks

Missions

Cathy Amundsen, Chair

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT of the One
Great Hour of Sharing offering. This is an important offering as it is the foundation of support
for UMCOR. The total at Central was $1013.00.
YOU ARE AWESOME!

Dear Church Family,
Your thoughts, prayers, cards, hugs and support
have been very much appreciated in the loss of my
mother. A heartfelt thank you to each of you.

Coming April 17th will be an offering for Native
American Sunday. This offering strengthens
Native American ministries within the annual
conference and helps educate Native American
seminarians.

I want to thank my Central family for all of the
birthday cards and messages. It was a very special
day with all of my children, grandchildren and
great grandchildren here with me in Florida to celebrate.
Thank you again.

Thanks for your faithfulness

Faye McCracken

From the Library Task Force:

Lois Jenkins

Join Us Every Sunday
9:30 am-Worship Service
10:30 am-Fellowship Coffee Hour

UMW

Submitted by Pat Mort

Friendship Circle is meeting April 19 in the Second Floor Lounge. Hope you can join us!
Judy Grove Circle met in March in the church kitchen to prepare frozen meals to be used by the
pastors and Outreach Committee. We made 8 chicken and rice casseroles and 9 bags of soup. As
these are used we will replenish.
Our April meeting is the 11th at 6pm in the Second Floor Lounge for our monthly potluck and discussion of Eve, by Wm. Paul Young. You are welcome to join us ~ please let the office know you
are coming so we have a place at the table for you.
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April

18 Monday

1 Tuesday

19 Tuesday

6pm Finance

3 Thursday

6:30 Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

3 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School for All Ages
5:30pm Vespers Class

4 Monday
10am Staff

6 Wednesday
6pm Ad Council

7 Thursday

6:30pm Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

10 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School for All Ages
5:30 Vespers Class

10am Staff

9:30am Friendship Circle

21 Thursday

6:30pm Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

22 Friday

6:30pm Staff and Ad Council with Tom Bandy

23 Saturday

9:00am Tom Bandy Sessions

24 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Meal with Tom Bandy
12:00pm Tom Bandy Weekend concludes

25 Monday
12:30pm Staff

28 Thursday

6:30pm Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

11 Monday

10am Staff
6pm Judy Grove Circle

13 Wednesday
Day Trippers

14 Thursday
6:00pm Trustees
6:30 Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

17 Sunday

In-gathering for South Lansing Food Bank
Native American Sunday Offering
9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School for All Ages
5:30 Vespers

The Central Journal is published monthly by
Central United Methodist Church, 215 North
Capitol Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933. The April
deadline is April 22, 2016. Please submit your
article to the church office by that date.
Thank you.
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Central United Methodist Sewing Group
This group was formed in September 1963. Mrs. Francis Large
gave a talk in which she suggested that talents of church
women could be used to benefit the community. Marguerite
Summerton stated afterward that, “All I can do is sew,” and
she became the first leader. They planned to sew for needy
children.
Dr. Large gave the group $30, which came from a church
fund. This was supplemented by money and materials from
circles and individuals. Five machines were donated – 3 treadle and 2 electric. In 1965 the group joined the Women’s Society of Christian Service (WSCS), now the United Methodist
Women (UMW), and was included in their budget, UMW or
circle. Membership over the years varied between 12 to 15
sewers at any one time, dropping to only about 6 in 1999, and
ending up today with just 1 (me, Dotty Stark).
The number of articles we made for needy children has varied
yearly from 200 to over 600, and now down to only 20. We
donated our items to clothing banks at Social Services, Child
and Family Services, Potter Park Outreach, Operation Stork,
Judson Baptist Church Clothing Bank, Plymouth Congregational Church Clothing Bank, St. Lawrence Dimondale Nursing
Center, and City Rescue Mission.
For several years we met each Thursday from 9:00 am to 2:00
pm in the room north of the dining room. In 2003 we moved
our sewing room to the north end of the Tea Room, north of
the large elevator and east of the kitchen, with 6 active members and 2 at home sewers (Marti Boot and Peggy Stebbins).
Our former room was converted to an office and storage room
for the Open Door Ministry.

In July 2012, the sewing room moved upstairs to the main floor
in the room between the drinking fountain and the north end of
the chapel, where it is now. As we downsized, we had a Craig’s
List sale of fabrics, zippers, trims, cutting tables, sewing machines, cabinets, metal shelving units. 3 sewing machines were
retained, as well as the metal cabinet holding suitable children’s
fabrics and the file drawer of patters. The $990.75 received in
the sale was donated to missions through UMW from our profits
toward their pledge. UMW had supported the sewing group
over our beginning years and we thanked them in this way.
Unfortunately, I can see the end of the sewing group coming in
the near future as no one has stepped up to fill this need. If
you have needs for sewing items that we may have, please
come and make a purchase at our room.

April 2016, remaining seamstress Dottie Stark
Present and past members (from Norma Hanson’s records):
Marguerite Summerton (first leader); Margaret Curry (next
leader); Norma Hanson (leader 1975)
Members over the years (alphabetically): Meryl Avery,
Ruth Baker, Louella Broward, Ione Brucker, Viva Bullen, Lucille
Chase, Mary Cherrington, Judy Clark, Zola Clark, Ethel Crismore, Barbara Daubert, Iva Fern Davis, Alice Downs, Ethel Faylor, Jean Fowler, Sida (Muriel) Garnett, Ruth Graham, Alice
Hansen, Mary Johnson, Pearl Lynn, Clara Lyons, Bertha Macklin,
Helen Maxwell, Cora Newman, Addie Nichols, Ada Pearlburg,
Ellen Schrock, Marion Spackman, Dottie Stark, Peggy Stebbins,
Ellen Thompson, Fran Valenti, Ona Van Velzor (sorry if we have
omitted any others).

