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From the Pastor, Rev. Linda Farmer-Lewis

Good Work!

the friendships we have opportunity to share.

Our congregation has been in a process of discerning our way forward since we began the
213 process last year. We began sending leaders to monthly “Reach Out” seminars with other leaders from many Methodist Churches in
our region to learn more about what we could
do in the areas of worship, stewardship, small
groups and more. We invited Rev. Dr. Tom
Bandy, internationally recognized leader in
church outreach, to study our demographics
and coach us about how we could become
more relevant to the people we have the potential to reach and bless around us. Good
Work.

We have Good Work to do. Making our worship
more inspiring, making people connections in
more places, and understanding the hopes and
struggles of the people our church is in a position to bless. We will be meeting as Ad Council,
in town hall meetings and through our various
groups, to gather perspective and consensus on
the changes we will have to make to become
more relevant to our neighbors in order to bless
them. I imagine there will be some stress
around those changes, and that is Good Work
too. The process of change can be consternating but also galvanizing, and, we all know, that
which doesn’t change dies.

We learned a lot. The amount of information
we received seemed initially daunting, but we
are beginning a process to think through the
information and suggestions Dr. Bandy put in
his report and make some decisions about how
we will move forward to increase our relevance
and reach. Good Work.

This Good Work is before us, it is the work of
blessing people and sharing the good news of
Jesus Christ so that people can live inspired,
full, healthy, connected, loving lives that
change the character of our community and
world. That is what it means to build the kingdom of God, by the way. It is what Jesus called
us to do, and it’s very Good Work!

There are people around us struggling for
hope, looking for inspiration and connection.
There are people around us who want to learn
how to live better, more fully, more healthfully
who want to grow as human beings. There are
people around us trying to be good parents
and struggle to make ends meet who can be
mentored and supported. There are people
around us with gifts they want to share. We
are here, with open hearts, open minds and
open doors to engage these people to bless
them with the love God has for them through

With you in it,

Rev. Linda Farmer-Lewis
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Worship & Music Notes
Caryn Welter, Director of Music and Worship

Kudos to Andrew Minear and to all who sang in the choir or
played instruments in the orchestral ensemble on May 22 as we
delivered the Message for the day, Requiem for the Living, by
Dan Forrest. The outcome was incredibly beautiful, and was
made even more meaningful by the addition of Conductor Minear’s prefacing comments. Central’s reputation for presenting
wonderful music has been upheld and magnified several-fold.
You’ve done it again!!! You helped raise $1500. for the Music
Support Fund through your many fine efforts and generous gifts
of money for the amazing spaghetti lunch provided by Jeannie
and Mike Sanders, Carolyn Kirkby, and a host of other workers /
contributors. The fellowship during lunch was genuine and abundant in the beautifully decorated venue. Thanks to all!
Looking ahead, on Saturday, June 4, Central will be a part
of “Be a Tourist in Your Own Town,” an annual event in the city.
Several Centralites will greet visitors as they make our lovely
church one of their stops throughout the day from 10:00 a.m. –
5:00 p.m. At 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m., tours will be provided
which include brief concerts by Carillonneur Janet Geissler and
Organist Caryn Welter. This is a big day, folks! Come on out!
On Saturday, August 6, from 2 – 6 p.m., neighbors and our
friends from Christ Community Church and St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church are all invited to a Central Fest Block Party in the Ottawa
Street parking lot (weather permitting). There will be an opportunity to play games, and great music of the 50’s, 60’s, and 70’s
will be provided by the well-known Sea Cruisers. There will be
brats, burgers, hot dogs, chips, carrots and celery, water, lemonade, iced tea, and ice cream.
If you or someone you know is interested in providing summer
music, please email me at bcaryn@aol.com and we can see
what dates are available.
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Dear Members and Friends of Central,
After several initial plans failed, the following plan for our June, 2016, outing for DAY-TRIPPERS
has been firmed up. We hope you will want to go and will sign up so we can fill a COACH. In this
way we help others, who are sometimes isolated at home, to experience a time out with friends
and being in the larger world, as well as having a great time, ourselves.
CHRISTMAS IN JUNE
A Lansing Central UMC Day-Trippers Tour
JUNE 15, 2016
A TRIP TO BRONNERS CHRISTMAS WONDERLAND and
ZEHNDERS WORLD-FAMOUS CHICKEN RESTAURANT
Frankenmuth, Michigan
WHO?

You And Your Spouse/Family/Friends

WHAT?

Christmas In June, plus A Great Chicken Luncheon

WHEN?

Wednesday, June 15th, 2016, 8:30 a.m. To 5:00 p.m.

WHERE?

Bronners and Zehnders In Frankenmuth

EATS?

Zehnders World-Famous Chicken Luncheon

COST?

$45.00 Complete

HOW?

Dean's Motor Coach With Restroom

SIGN-UPS?

Sign up in Fellowship Hall following Sunday Worship at Central, OR

PHONE:

Rev. W. J. (Bill) Amundsen at

517.323.2445, OR

SEND YOUR CHECK FOR $45.00
Made out to Central United Methodist Church
With “DAY-TRIPPERS” in the Memo Line
To: Rev. W. J. (Bill) Amundsen
735 Maycroft Road
Lansing, Michigan 48917
PS: Get a Head-Start on your 2016 Christmas Shopping...
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Trustees

Larry Beckon, Chair, Board of Trustees

The role of the trustees is to supervise and maintain
all the property belonging to the congregation so
that the ministries of the congregation can be effective.

Restoration of Temple House Windows
Work on the restoration on the windows of the
Temple House finally started on May 31. The
delay in starting was caused by the weather –
either too cold or two wet. Windows on the
east, north and west sides of the Temple House
will be restored.
Shrubs
The east and south sides of our buildings look
very different with the removal of about 30
shrubs. Two trees and one shrub remain. The
work of volunteers has made these areas look
bright and welcoming. As noted earlier, any decisions about any possible future landscaping of
the buildings will not be made until at least the
end of the summer.
Value of Endowment Funds
The value of Central’s endowment funds fell by
about $100,000 in the first three months of the
year. The value has now recovered to where it
was on January 1.
“Social Hall”
Except for new ceiling tiles to be placed in the
north and south ends of what was formerly
known as the dining room, the work in the lower level of the Temple House has been completed. This area is now known as the Social Hall.
Present or planned use for this area of the

building includes meetings, group meals, and
dances. The color of the painting that has
been done in the Social Hall and in the areas
leading from the first floor and the elevator
matches the colors used in the first floor of
the Temple House.
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Missions

Cathy Amundsen, Chair

THANK YOU for your gifts to the Urban Santa
Cruz Children's Ministry which totaled $779.00.
As one person said "that amount of money will
go a long way in Bolivia." This is another example of how Central can be a Blessing to others.
Planning ahead?? Again, this year, in July and
August, Central will be collecting school supplies for the teachers/students at Willow
School. More on that in the July Central Journal.

GRADUATION SUNDAY JUNE 5
We will be celebrating our high school senior,
Jonatan Hudy-Velasco and other graduates of
higher education, including Hermance and
Lynda Akono.
We will have a special Coffee Hour with party
foods and an opportunity for you to congratulate our graduates.

From the Library
June is the month for graduations, school summer vacations, hot weather, and Father’s Day. A day
to honor our Earthly Fathers and to also honor our Heavenly Father, everyday.
Here is a Father’s Day Quote:
4 years: My Daddy can do anything!
7 years: My Dad knows a lot … a whole lot.
8 years: My father does not know quite everything.
12 years: Oh well, naturally Father does not know that either.
14 years: Oh, Father? He is hopelessly old-fashioned.
21 years: Oh, that man—he is out of date!
25 years: He knows a little bit about it, but not much.
30 years: I must find out what Dad thinks about it.
35 years: Before we decide, we will get Dad’s idea first.
50 years: What would Dad have thought about that?
60 years: My Dad knew literally everything!
65 years: I wish I could talk it over with Dad once more.

Anonymous

June is also a good time to browse the church library for good, leisurely summer reading.

Library Task Force

June 2016 - Central Journal 6
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Church Technology Group

Among Friends
Tom Kephart ~ home
Stephanie Westerfield ~ home
Bob Myers ~ hospice
Maria Inez Garcia ~ hospice
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Transitions
Charlie Bell died May 14, 2016. His service
was held May 31, 2016.
John Roetman died May 17, 2016. His service was held May 27, 2016.
Jean Fitch died May 29, 2016. Her service
was held June 2, 2016.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Are you interested in reviewing the technology needs of the church—including the office
computer/copier system and wi-fi technology
throughout the building? Please call Linda at
church.

Electronic Giving
Would you like other options for giving to
your church? You might consider automatic
deposit through your bank or credit union to
the church, or you can go online and set up
your e-giving through a United Methodist approved company Vanco, which we are currently exploring. E-giving can be more convenient to you, and it provides a more regular income stream to the church.

Good Book Store
We recently received a new load of books.
Please stop by and browse, and bring in your
summer reads when you are done with them.

UMW

Submitted by Pat Mort

For information on our evening circle, Judy Grove Circle, please contact Pat Mort at 485-9477
(days).

We are meeting off-site this month. We will return in September.
Our Friendship Circle is no longer meeting as a formal United Methodist Womens Circle. These
faithful women have met, in one configuration or another, for years. We will miss their tenacity
and generosity of spirit.
If you are interested in forming a day circle please contact Pat Mort at 485-9477 (days).
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June

July

4 Saturday

3 Sunday

Be a Tourist in Your Own Town

5 Sunday ~ Graduation Sunday
9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour

4 Monday
Closed

6 Monday
10am Staff

9 Thursday – 12 Sunday
MI Area Annual Conference

12 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour

13 Monday
10am Staff

15 Wednesday

Day-Trippers to Frankenmuth

19 Sunday ~ Father’s Day

In-gathering for South Lansing Food Bank

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour

20 Monday
12:30pm Staff

23 Thursday
6pm Trustees

26 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour

27 Monday
10am Staff

28 Tuesday
6pm Finance

29 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School for All Ages

The Central Journal is published monthly
by Central United Methodist Church, 215
North Capitol Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933.
The April deadline is June 24, 2016.
Please submit your article to the church
office by that date. Thank you.

June 2016 - Central Journal 8

Music Appreciation
Sunday, May 22,
was the highlight
of the musical year
at Central.
Dan Forrest’s Req-

uiem for the Living
was presented.
The orchestra included tympani,
violin, cello, flute,
oboe, harp and
organ. Singers included the church
choir and additional
MSU music students.
Andrew and Ashley
Minear were presented with a gift
of candlesticks to
carry the light of
Central to their
new home.

