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We are having a party

Central UMC is sponsoring a Block Party Festival for
our neighborhood on Saturday, August 6 from 26p.m. The popular band “Sea Cruisers” will be entertaining us, and there will be Brat Burgers, ice
cream, Kona Ice Truck, games for kids, and a great
time to be had for all. Spread the word, invite,
come. (See poster on page 5)
This event is a reach out event to our neighborhood. We want to meet the community around
us and we hope you will be a part of that welcoming. The staff has planned games for children, food
to grill, places to sit and visit and a great band to
listen to. This is about turning our face outward and
getting to know others with whom we might be in
ministry and service. This event is an outgrowth of
our Bandy Reach Out Conference, and a creative
response to it. It’s exciting! If you would like to
help, contact the church office and let us know you
are in the swing. It is going to be a great block party.

Come to a God Gig!

The first of our God Gigs was on June 22 at the Sir
Pizza in Old Town. We expected we might meet up
with a few people. We had 12 of our people show
up and met a couple (which made 14) who had
been married at Central in 1956 by Paul Morrison.
Our plan and program is simple. We show up to
eat, order what we want and hang out positively
with the owners, the servers, the other diners and
each other. We brightened the corner with Central
love and had a great time to boot.
Our next God Gig is going to be Wednesday, July 6,
at 6pm also at the Sir Pizza in Old Town. Come,
bring a friend, make a friend, be a friend of God
and our community. We will be branching out to
bless other establishments with Central God Gigs
and hope to start other similar invasions of grace
across our fair city. Come make our God Gig cool.
It’s too hot to cook anyway!

Night Crawlers Potluck and Movie
Night Tuesday July 19, 6-9:30 p.m.

Night Crawlers is an adult fellowship group that
meets for discussion, fellowship and evening activities such as movies or dinner. Anyone over the age
of 21 is welcome to be a part of it. Often the group
discusses topics of a mature nature. There is no upper limit to age, but the activities tend to go late
into the evening - hence the name Night Crawlers.
Our next event is a potluck with a showing of the
movie “Pride,” a comedy that won several awards at
the Cannes Film Festival. The group is headed up
by Pastor Linda and Randy Whatley and is a highly
engaging and positive group to crawl with. Bring a
friend always, and let us know what you will be
bringing for the potluck so we can plan. Call or
email pastor Linda at farmlewis@aol.com or call the
church office and leave a message. Hope to see you
there.

Reach Out Conference Next Steps

We continue to receive good feedback on suggestions on our list of Core Values and Bed Rock Beliefs. Thank you to all who have turned their minds
to these important questions and dug deep for insight. We are still collecting input from groups and
individuals to help distill and consolidate these foundational ideas. To review, a Core Value is a measurable behavior, something that we always do. An
example might be “We are a church that puts all
our decisions to prayer.” So a good formula for discerning a Core Value as something we will always
do no matter what. An example of a Bed Rock Belief is a statement that reflects what we utterly rely
upon about our faith. An example might be “We
know God is with us in everything.” Or “We know
that we are made in God’s image and all are God’s
children,” or “We know God loves all people.”
We hope to have collected most responses by July
15 so we can have them ready for our Administrative Council Meeting July 20. You can send your
contributions individually to Pastor Linda by email at
Continued on next page
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Pastor’s Message—Continued
farmlewis@aol.com or through your study and work group leaders. Your input will ensure we have a good grasp on the Core
Values and Bed Rock Beliefs that we can share to help people
looking for a church home to know who we are and what to expect from us.

Sponsor a radio broadcast
Call 485-9477
WJIM-AM
1240

The next Steps in our process
is to learn more about the people around us so

that we can engage them in their hopes and dreams and support
our community in the ways it needs to know the heart of Christ in
the heart of Lansing. Prayer walks, listening sessions, focus
groups and
meetings
with community
leaders will
help us
know better how to
be the
heart of
Christ in
the Heart
of Lansing
and how
we can
bless the
people
around us.

...and Develop Small Group Ministries

This Fall we will be forming groups to study Rev. Bill Hybel’s
book, Simplify. This deeply engaging and personal book will encourage everyone, and will be the catalyst for a new way of being the church in the world. Our goal is that all our members and
friends, and friends of our friends, will find a way to plug into an
8-week study group for enrichment, relationship and personal
growth. New groups will form for the Winter/Spring small group
season around various interests. But every group will be engaged
in spiritual growth and service. This is an exciting opportunity for
us as individuals and as a congregation. Joi Tennant will be moving her leadership from Education to this initiative in partnership
with Pastor Linda, and Pat Mort will be administratively supporting this work. IF you are interested in being a group leader contact us, there will be training for leaders. It is going to be absolutely great!

Visit our Website!

Did you know that over 500 people per week are visiting Central’s
Website? And did you also know that every visitor we have had in
the past year went to our website first. And did you further know
that every wedding we have had at Central in the past year and a
Continued on next page
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Worship & Music Notes
Caryn Welter, Director of M usic and W orship

THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE BEEN
FILLING OUT THE NEW CONNECT
CARDS.

Your “connecting” models for guests how to proceed. Further, it gives vital information for the life
of the church. As we move forward in the quest to
revitalize Central, these kinds of things do matter,
and they matter a lot!

WELCOME, ALYSSA COSSEY!

Beginning in the Fall, this capable young woman
will direct the Chancel Choir. She is presently
working at Michigan State University on a degree
as Doctor of Musical Arts in Choral Conducting.
Her tasks have her assisting with all aspects of the
choral department, conducting a top auditioned
choir, selecting soloists, preparing an ensemble for
guest conductors and guest performances with the
MSU Orchestra and Detroit Symphony.

Ms. Cossey has a Master of Music in Performance,
Choral Conducting, from California State University
at Fullerton, California, and a Bachelor of Arts in
Music Education from California State Polytechnic
University in Pomona, California. She has served
as Director of Choral Activities at San Dimas High
School in San Dimas, California, and as Director of
Choral Activities at Lone Hill Middle School, also in
San Dimas. A warm, personable individual, she
looks forward to working with the choir in Septem-

ber, and is currently exploring the special nooks of
upper Michigan. Please welcome her.

Be a Tourist in Your Own Town…
And on June 4th, Central’s doors were opened wide!
219 people entered our beloved church during the
seven-hour event. There were many oohs and aahs
as our visitors enjoyed the history and beauty that
are Central’s. We had people who asked about our
services, people who often walked by but had never
known about the church, people who had connections to Central, even a couple who would have
planned their wedding at Central if they had known
about it, people from different faiths and different
countries, and people of all ages.
None of this could have happened without the people of Central who graciously volunteered their precious time to reach out to the community. Sincere
thanks to Pastor Linda for her support and planning,
all others also helped with the planning, staff who
prepared the building for our visitors, Caryn Welter
and Janet Geissler who added the music of our organ and carillon and the 23 wonderful people who
guided our visitors and told them Central’s story.
THANK YOU ONE AND ALL!

Pastor’s Message—Continued
half has come to us through our website and that the number of our weddings has tripled since our website manager, Renee Hall has taken it on.
Renee, not only supports the website but has turned her creative hand to many of the issues of technology
and communications to help us here at Central. She is
helping us constantly upgrade our content and visual
presence with her photographs and advice about how we
can be constantly improving our online presence.

New Members Join June 26

Nine people of our congregation made the decision to join
Central United Methodist Church on July 26. We were
thrilled to receive them. They are; Annette Asbury, Stephanie Hall, John Huston, John Morris, Mary Morris, Stacy
Morris, Ricardo H. Muniz, Elisea Quina, Samuel Velasco
and Robert Wolford. We are stronger because they have
joined! If you have been considering becoming a partner
in the ministry of Central United Methodist Church, contact Pastor Linda at 517-581-5595, we would be happy to
have you join!
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Trustees

Larry Beckon, Chair, Board of Trustees

The role of the trustees is to supervise and maintain all
the property belonging to the congregation so that the
ministries of the congregation can be effective.

Restoration of Temple House Windows

Work on the restoration of the windows of the Temple House continues. The work being done is completely stripping of existing paint on all the wood,
removal of caulking/sealant and window glazing,
replacement of new window sealant and putty, and
painting (one primer coat and two finished costs of
paint). Lead base paint is being removed. More than
100 windows on the east, north and west sides of
the Temple House are being restored. The south
side of the Temple House was restored several
years ago by Central staff. Positive reactions to the
restored windows have been received from members of the congregation and by many people that
walk by the church. The contractor for this project is
T.L. Hart, Inc., the same contractor that repaired
walls and painted in the dining room, the foyer to
the dining room, and the stairway between the first
floor and the lower level of the Temple House.

Repairing walls and ceilings

There is a long list of walls and ceilings that need to
be repaired and/or painted. Staff members have recently made repairs and painted in the 4th floor
bathroom of the Temple House, the Fellowship Hall
kitchenette, and in the sanctuary (balcony left).

Lower Level of the Scott Temple
House

New ceiling tiles (at a cost of about $2,000) have
been installed by Central staff in the north and south
ends of the lower level of the Temple House in what
has been known as the dining room. The previous
ceiling tiles, were worn and dirty. One of the ministries that Central needs to address to achieve our
purpose of making disciples for Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the whole world is “providing
building space to community groups and sponsoring
special events.” All the work done in the lower level
of the Temple House (new range in the kitchen,
painting of all entrances to the lower level, restored
wood floors in the dining room, and painting of dining room) are consistent with that ministry.

Scholarships

Applications for education scholarships and scholarships for ministerial candidates are due to the
church office by July 15. Funding for the scholarships is provided by endowment funds.
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Missions

Cathy Amundsen, Chair

July 17th will be the summer Noisy Sunday offering. Bring your coins and paper money for this
offering that will go to the Ministry of Kindness Fund.
July 24th: Remember the stacks of school supplies around the altar last summer? Starting July 24th we
will again be collecting school supplies for Willow School. Here is the list of supplies the teachers
have requested:
Copy paper
Pencils
Construction paper
Hand sanitizer
Tissues
If not already, soon, we will see sales of school supplies as families gear up for the new school year.
Watch for a spot in the Library where you may drop off your gifts for the teachers and classrooms at
Willow School. The staff is very appreciative of all Central's interest and help. Your gift can make a difference in the life of a child.

REMINDING YOU: On
Saturday, August 6,
from 2 – 6 p.m.,
neighbors and our friends from
Christ Community Church and
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church are
all invited to a Central Fest Block
Party in the Ottawa Street parking lot (weather permitting).
There will be an opportunity to
play games, and great music of
the 50’s, 60’s, and 70’s will be
provided by the well-known Sea
Cruisers. There will be brat
burgers, hot dogs, chips, carrots
and celery, water, lemonade,
iced tea, and ice cream. Be sure
this is on your calendar, as it
promises to be a red-letter day!
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Among Friends

Thank You

Revena McLaughlin ~ Regency at Lansing
West Rehab
Tom Kephart ~ Sparrow Hospital
Maria Inez Garcia ~ hospice
Robert Myers ~ hospice
Beverly Boudreau ~ hospice

It is so wonderful to have a loving church family! We thank you for all of the loving cards and
notes. To all of you who worked hard on the
lunch and bringing salads and sweets, we feel
so blessed.
The family of Charlie Bell

+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Milestones
Our sympathy and prayers go to the family
and friends of Florence Locke. Florence died
June 8. Her service was held June 11.

Dear Central Friends,
Thank you for the generous gift card. We will
use it toward the purchase of an electric fireplace for our new home in Palatka, Florida. We
will think fondly of our church family every time
we use it.
Susan and James Murphy
To my Dear Central Family,
I miss seeing you on Sundays. My hearing does
not allow me to follow the service when I am in
Central's Sanctuary. I find attending a smaller
neighborhood church easier at this time. Know
my thought and prayers are with you each
Sunday and all the time.
Judith Smith

Central Congratulates our Graduates
Andrew Minear, Doctorate, MSU; Anne Todey, Masters, MSU; Hermance Akono, Bachelors, MSU; Carolyn Hicks, Bachelors, U of M; Brandon Smith, Bachelors, MSU; Jonatan
Hudy, Eastern High School, Lynda Akono, Masters, MSU.
Above, Jonatan and friend perform during the service.
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July
3 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School Classes

4 Monday ~ Closed
10 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School Classes
12 Engaging Worship

11 Monday
10am Staff

14 Thursday
6pm Trustees

17 Sunday ~ Noisy Sunday

In-gathering for South Lansing Food Bank
9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School Classes

18 Monday
10am Staff

19 Tuesday

5:30pm Night Crawlers

24 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School Classes

25 Monday
10am Staff

31 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour

August
2 Tuesday

This Month’s Book Review
I recently heard Lisa See speak at a writers’ conference this past February. She was articulate and humorous as she discussed how her new novel, China
Dolls, took shape in her imagination. I picked up a
copy after her presentation and immediately became immersed in San Francisco circa 1938. The
three protagonists are Chinese American girls who
come from vastly different backgrounds but form a
strong alliance while working as dancers in Chinese
nightclubs. They support each other as family secrets and hidden agendas present challenges and
cause alliances to shift. After the Japanese attack
Pearl Harbor, their lives are changed forever. The
characters grow in ways that enrich the reader’s
experience, especially as their friendships deepen
and more of their past lives are revealed. Stop by
the CUMC library and pick up a copy of this fascinating novel.
Catherine Hibbard

6pm Finance

6 Saturday

2pm Central Fest

7 Sunday

9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School Classes

The Central Journal is published monthly by
Central United Methodist Church, 215 North
Capitol Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933. The August deadline is July 25, 2016. Please submit
your article to the church office by that date.
Thank you.
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Church Images
Our sanctuary cross continues to evolve through the church seasons.
We constructed a memorial outside the Capitol Avenue entrance in
memory of the recent tragic events in Orlando.

