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Informing Members and Friends – Encouraging Fellowship and Spiritual Growth
Founded 1850

Pastor Mark’s Musings
November is one of my favorite times of the year.
The church begins the month by honoring those who have gone on before us as we
celebrate the “All Saints Sunday” service. This year, November 5th, will indeed be a time to
celebrate the “victory won” by several who will be named in the service and in our hearts.
Recent and past memories flood our minds as we recall their lives lived among us. During
this time set apart we will be recalling where they sat in the sanctuary, what committees
they served on, what legacy they left behind that serves to inspire us to dedicate ourselves
to greater service. Who has inspired you to grow more into who you truly are: a loving person made in the image of God?
Central’s tradition of bringing our pledge cards to support the coming year’s budget
will continue. We can do great things for the sake of the witness of Christ in 2018 if we have
funding to support them. Thank you ahead of time for your sacrificial giving so that we can
expand our outreach, hospitality, and nurture as we seek to remain “downtown for good.”
What do you plan to give and/or do so that Central’s witness of love will be stronger in
2018?
November is also the time to celebrate the feast of Thanksgiving. Although the legend that accompanies it is skewed, as with most legends, it is the meaning that matters:
being thankful for community, family, and for the comfort that they can bring. What are you
thankful for and how do you plan to give thanks to God for such blessings?
Amid the November traditions for Central is the early decorations for the Advent and
Christmas seasons as we help the city to kick of the holidays. I look forward to the Silver
Bells experience. It will be a grand time of Central’s hospitality to many alongside of a wonderful concert presented by Men of Orpheus. Who are you going to invite to come to the
concert, or to one of our worship services?
The Board of Ordained Ministry retreat is on my pastor’s calendar for Nov. 6-9. It will
be a time to interview candidates for ministry. I find this semi-annual retreat to be deeply
inspiring. We have some amazing candidates coming through the ordination process towards becoming leaders in our churches and communities. This grueling and inspiring process enables candidates to hone their skills and become a part of the “set aside” for pastoral ministry. Who do you see that might be called to pastoral ministry, missionary service, or
specialized ministry? When do you plan to tell them what you believe, thereby inviting them
to consider ordained ministry?
(continued on page 2)
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(Musings, continued from page 1)
This month will also find me in surgery for a cancerous condition. All will be well. I am
confident in the surgeon and the prognosis. Please keep me in your prayers. Who else are you
praying for in this month?
What a month it will be. What blessings do you have that you will be celebrating? What
“saints” have led you in the path of following God’s ways of peace, justice and equity? Celebrate
them with us at our All Saints Sunday service. How are you going to spiritually prepare for the
upcoming holidays?
May our shared November at Central, your shared month with family and friends, as well
as your personal walk with God be a blessing to you and those around you.
Peace,
Pastor Mark Thompson

Missions

Cathy Amundsen, Chair

THANK YOU: Special thanks to Kathy Hicks and her students from Mason for walking in the CROP
WALK. Thanks to all the Central supporters who contributed $340.00.
A THANK YOU has been received from Church World Service for the $146.00 given toward Hygiene
Kits to be used following disasters around the world.
Your giving to UMCOR following the hurricanes and other recent disasters totaled $2235.00. BLESS
YOU ALL.
COMING IN NOVEMBER: November 12th will be Christian Education Sunday. This offering is split
between Central UMC and the Michigan Conference of the UMC. Proceeds are used for Christian
Education at the local and Conference level. Through Christian education, teachers growing in their
own faith are identified and equipped to serve as mentors and role models for those they teach.
Through Christian education, congregations discover who God is calling them to be and what God is
calling them to do.
NOVEMBER 26th will be UM Student Day. Each year, the General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry awards scholarships and loans to students attending UM and other accredited colleges and
universities through the UM Student Day offering. We hope to have some of Central’s students who
have been recipients of these scholarships with us on that day. Invest in the future of our church
through the UM Student Day offering.
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR CARING AND SHARING.
The Mission Commission
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Trustees

Larry Beckon, Chair

Sponsor a radio broadcast !
The role of the trustees is to support and maintain
all the property belonging to the congregation so
that the ministries of the congregation can be effective.
Temple House Elevator: Further information is being gathered about adding a sump pump to the elevator in the Temple House. We thought that we would
have to also install an oil interceptor in the floor of the
elevator pit, but it is now believed that the work can
possibly be completed without the interceptor. The
State elevator inspector is being contacted to determine how best to deal with oil that may gather in the
elevator pit.
Portable Cart: In the last issue of the Central Journal, it was reported that a portable cart for drink and
food would be constructed by our Facility Manager
Bruce Newton. A team composed of members from
the Administrative Council and the Board of Trustees
has agreed on the design for the cart. Materials for
building the cart have been ordered. The cart will be
used for gatherings on Sunday in the library before
the worship service and for gatherings in Fellowship
Hall after the worship service. It is planned to store
the cart in the first-floor lounge. There are also plans
to have coffee available for a fee for groups that hold
meetings or other events in our buildings. A company
will provide several options of coffee and the pots.
The pots will be placed in the kitchenette at the north
end of Fellowship Hall, where the coffee will be
brewed. The brewed coffee will be placed on the cart
and moved to the area where coffee is needed.
Burleigh Endowment Fund: For several weeks, the
trustees have been considering how to carry out the
intent of the Leonard and Thema Burleigh Endowment
Fund. The Burleighs gave the church General Motors
coupon bonds. The intent of the Burleighs was that
only the income from this fund above the original value of the fund was to be spent. The great recession
of 2008 led to major financial difficulties for General
Motors. When General Motors went bankrupt, the
coupon books were sold and other General Motor
stocks were obtained.
(continued on page 4)

Call 485-9477
WJIM-AM
1240

Church Directory
Rev. Mark Thompson,
Senior Minister
Rev. Bill Amundsen, Ret.,
Minister of Spiritual Formation
Joi Tennant, Small Group Coordinator
Leslie Prame Director, Children’s
Education
Caryn Welter, Director, Music and
Worship, Organist
Alison Geesey, Director,Chancel Choir
Janet Geissler, Director,Bell Choir
Annalisa Poco - Alto, Jenn Giustino Soprano, Cody Harrell -Bass,
Jarod Moyer - Tenor
Chancel Choir Section Leaders
Patricia Mort, Administrative Secretary
Stephanie Rave, Financial Secretary/
Bookkeeper
Bruce Newton, Facility Manager
Jared Peeper, Anthony Moran, Jeremy
Brown, Building Attendants
Office Phone: (517) 485-9477
Office Fax: (517) 485-9772
Website: lansingcentralumc.org
Facebook: Lansing Central United
Methodist Church and Central United
Methodist Church: What’s Happening
Sunday Worship – 9:30 AM
Fellowship Hour – 10:30 AM
Radio and Television The worship
service is broadcast live at 9:30 AM on
WJIM-AM (1240) radio and telecast
Tuesday and Thursday at 4 PM on
Lansing Comcast Cable channel 16.
For publication in the next Journal send
copy by the 24th to:
patmort@sbcglobal.net

November 2017 - Central Journal 4

(Trustees, continued from page 3)
The value of the stocks is less than one-third of the original value of the coupon bonds. Everyone who provides financial gifts to Central wants to have the funds used by Central. There is
no reason to believe that the value of the stocks will ever rise to a level higher than the original
value of about $50,000. The only way that the Burleigh Fund could ever be used by Central
was to sell the stock. The Administrative Council approved the recommendation of the Board
of Trustees to ask the Church Conference to authorize the trustees to sell the stock and invest
the income from selling the stock into a new Leonard and Thelma Burleigh Endowment Fund
that would have no restrictions on how the funds could be used. The October 23 Church Conference approved the recommendations and a new Burleigh Fund will be established.
Wesley Hall: This very large room in the lower level of the Scott Temple House was formerly
called the dining room. It can continue to be used as a dining room, but can now be used for
many purposes. The damage caused by the water entering the floor of the hall in January of
this year has been completely restored by contractors. Our staff will be doing some additional
plastering and painting. The restoration of the rest rooms outside of the hall has also been
completed.
Submitted by Larry Beckon for the Board of Trustees

Worship & Music
Caryn Welter, Director

LAST CONCERT: Thanks to those people who enjoyed Gino Federici’s great performance of
“Songs for the Lord, Rat Pack Style.” Gino and his wife Boni put on a great show, with the
huge sound of a Las Vegas event. Those in the audience had fun with humming along, and
moving their heads in time with the music.
UPCOMING CONCERT: The next concert will be at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 19, featuring the MSU Children and Youth Choir under the direction of Kyle Zeuch. Bring your friends,
family, and neighbors!
CHRISTMAS CABARET: Hear ye! Hear ye! Dick Bates will have tickets “for sale” on Sunday,
November 5, in Fellowship Hall for the Christmas Cabaret Benefit. These are really just place
holders, as well as being your pass into the Cabaret. Ticket prices are $35 per person, or $250
for a table of eight. The meal will, once again, be provided by Professional Party Planners, and
the fabulous Elden Kelly will return to play the backdrop for dinner. Additional entertainment
will be provided by tenor David Theis (a former section leader here at Central); saxophonist
Jon Gewirtz and his sister, Stephanie, will play some very moving music. Our own Chancel
Choir Director and the section leaders will provide some lovely Christmas arrangements.
(continued on page 5)
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(Worship & Music, continued from page 4)
QUESTIONS DU JOUR FROM THE ENGAGING WORSHIP TEAM: Have you ever wondered
why we stand for the Gospel reading? Essentially, it is a means of “lifting” the Gospel higher
than the other text(s). Further, the one- to three-sentence lead-in, written by Pastor Mark, is
simply a vehicle for allowing us to focus on the reading.
COMMUNION QUESTION: Would we ever want to go back to serving Communion in the
pews? Response: There’s a plan to carefully observe the current flow of Communion on December 3; should it appear that adjustments need to be made, those will be examined in January.
DAVE MILLS CONCERT OPPORTUNITY: David Mills has invited all his Central friends to a
Christmas concert by the Hillsdale Arts Chorale, a portion of which will be dedicated to his late
wife, Susan. As you may know, Dave and Sue (a longtime member of Central’s Chancel Choir)
moved to the Hillsdale, Michigan area several years ago. The concert will be held at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Hillsdale, Michigan, at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday evening, December 16,
2017. The tickets cost $8 each. The first half of the concert will be dedicated to the memory of
Susan and is a Christmas composition by Joseph Haydn, Kleine Orgelmesse with organ, cello,
violins, etc. The second half will be traditional Christmas carols. There will be light snack food
at a reception after the concert.
Dave would like to know how many Central folks will be able to attend so he can plan a preconcert open house at his home and reserve a section of seats for the Central group. If you
are available, please call Faye or Bill McCracken at (517) 337-0207.
WHO’S LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES? December 3 (HOPE) Morris family; December 10
(PEACE) Elaine and Murray Brown; December 17 (JOY) Susan Grettenberger, Nicole Springer,
Ashley Grettenberger; December 24 (9:30 a.m.) (LOVE) Alison Geesey and Brennan Lagan; December 24 – 4:00 p.m. (LOVE) Clarkson family; December 24 – 11:00 p.m. (LOVE)

SILVER BELLS – The date this year is Friday, November 17. A host of wonderful opportunities will be provided. Central’s doors will be open from 5 – 8 p.m., with entertainment by the
Men of Orpheus at 6 p.m. This year, no tours will be offered. If you are interested in being part
of what’s happening, either by your presence or with monetary contributions, please contact
Mary Boudreau: boudreau.mary1231@gmail.com; (517) 896-1671.
SIP AND SING – The first Sunday of Advent, December 3, will launch this long-beloved activity. Singing runs 8:45-9:15, with a hot breakfast provided by a core of Engaging Worship people. If you haven’t been with us in the past, be sure to make this an Advent priority. The food,
singing, and fellowship are all great.
BELLS SCHEDULE – Thursday, November 2 (# 3); Thursday, November 16 (# 4); play in
worship on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 19.
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The October 22 Stewardship Lunch

-submitted by Joi Tennant
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Hands Across Lansing

District Conference Event, October 7, 2017

Faye McCracken and Nancy O’Shea helped with the
distribution of bag lunches at the Summer Place Housing Facility for refugees. We made the 500 lunches
assembly-line style at the STEAM school before heading out to deliver them to 3 locations on the southwest
side of Lansing.

Pastor Mark contributed his painting
talent as 5 classrooms were painted at
the Mt. Hope STEAM magnet school.

Our Bishop gave the opening talk of the
morning before he also joined the painting
crew in the great paint event.
One of the rooms is seen (right). Many of
the painters had come to work for 3 hours
the night before.

-submitted by Joi Tennant
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Membership Classes
Central United Methodist Church: A place to be in fellowship; a place to become stronger in
your faith journey. Many have found Central to be their “spiritual home.” We trust that each of
you have found this to be your experience.

Have you considered becoming a member of Central UMC? Interested in finding out what being a member includes? Pastor Mark will be conducting Membership Classes the first few
weeks of November. Days and times will be determined by the first 3 persons that sign up for
the experience. New members will be received into Membership on Sunday, Nov 19 th.

United Methodist Women at Central
You might not belong to a circle but you are still part of Central’s UMW.
At the District Annual Meeting held last month, Central was awarded the Five Channels of Giving Certificate for 2016. This means that we made our Pledge to Mission, Gift in Memory, Gift
to Mission, Special Mission Recognition and World Thank Offering.
As 2017 draws to an end, pledges need to be given or mailed to Linda Towsley, Treasurer, by
November 15 so our pledges can be sent to the district by December 1.
Did you know our Special Mission Recognition recipient this year was Caryn Welter? Thank
you for all she does for worship and music.
Currently Judy Grove is our only meeting circle on the 2nd Monday of each month at the church
for a potluck dinner and program.
You are welcome to join them, or do you have a group that would like to start a circle? We
would love to have that happen. Contact Pat Mort or Linda Towlsey to get started.
Thank you for supporting Women and Children through UMW from local to international
needs.
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Our Staff Parish Relations Committee gave an
Appreciation Dinner for the Paid Staff October 13.

We are so grateful to the
planning and work of Dave
Stinson, and the help he received from his wife, Janet,
Bill and Faye McCracken,
Mary and Stacy Morris,
Leah Fitch, Nancy and Joe
O’Shea, Russell McReynolds and Joi Tennant.
-submitted by Joi Tennant

Group Study at the Fleetwood Diner

This is the 2nd year in a row that we have had a Group Study at the Fleetwood Diner.
Pastor Mark joined us for breakfast and discussion of "Making Sense of the Bible,"
week 1 of a 6-week group study.

-submitted by John Houston
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Dear Central Family:
Among Friends
Frank Anderson ~ home
Tom Kephart ~ home
Tom Towsley ~ home
Tom McLellan ~ home
Alice Pifer ~ home
Vern Kauffman ~ Independene
Village, EL
Bob Westerfiled ~ Independence Village, GL

Tom and I want to thank you for all of the notes and
cards we have received this past year. We are also
thankful for all the prayers that we have felt as we
are dealing with his cancer. It helps to know that
there are so many people supporting you as you
face each new step. At this time we are starting a
new chemotherapy and hoping for good results.
Thank you all,
Tom & Linda Towsley

____________________________
Under Hospice Care
Maria Inez Garcia
Stephanie Westerfield

Thank you to all of our Central family for the prayers,
cards and calls received after the passing of our son
-in-law, Wayne Mills. Our faith has helped us get
through this rough journey and your caring has
meant so much to both of us.

Our Love,
Judy Grove Circle meets November 13 at
6pm in the Second Floor Lounge for our
regular pot luck meeting. All are welcome
to attend.
Please watch the Central Journal and bulletins to see what is coming in the months
ahead as we discern where we are going
as United Methodist Women at Central.

Doug and Mary Bowers

Scholarship Information
Scholarship Committee Co-Chairs Dick Bates and
Gene Welter have announced the 2018 schedule for
scholarship applications: April 1, 2018, application
forms will be available. Scholarship applications are
due on May 15. Results will be available on May 30.

Central Friends, it's time for Silver Bells in the City! As many of you know, this great event
features the lighting of the state tree, a wonderful light parade, and music and festivities. Central will again be a part of the fun, and it is a great opportunity to show our welcoming spirit to thousands of visitors. This year, the Men of Orpheus will be singing. You can help by:
1. Helping out with hospitality, preparation, counting visitors, or clean-up
2. Helping to pay for supplies (Timbits, snack items, coffee, etc.). We have had a proposal to sell hot dogs
and "pick up Tacos" as well as cold drinks.
3. Preparing or picking up some food items.
4. Praying for success and safety!
I would like to propose using the money donated to be split for apportionment and for hurricane relief
through UMCOR.
Feel free to contact Mary Boudreau at boudreau.mary1231@gmail.com or 517-896-1671
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A Call to Daily Prayer for our Church
As we truly believe in the importance of the witness of Central UMC standing strong on the corner of Capitol and Ottawa, I also believe our faithful prayers are as essential as our
presence, our gifts and our service in assuring that we will
indeed remain alive and well in this place.

When we, through prayer, continually invite God to participate in our endeavors here, I believe we will discover, like
the New Testament story of the Loaves and the Fishes, our
gifts being multiplied in unexpected ways to become somehow “enough.” As the hymn, “Grace Alone,” by Scott Wesley Brown and Jeff Nelson in our Faith
We Sing hymnal says, “…strength unknown he will provide. Christ in us our Cornerstone; we will
go forth in grace alone.”
-submitted by Joi Tennant

From The Leadership Team:
Central UMC has started several initiatives toward achieving our vision of being “The Heart of
Christ in the Heart of Lansing”. We need to celebrate and commit to continuing these initiatives. They include the following:
Small Group Ministry: We should continue to develop more such groups, and introduce new
members and visitors to one or more small groups. Joi Tennant is organizing this effort.
Mingler’s Training: We have carried out two sessions of “minglers training” (training congregants on techniques for approaching and welcoming visitors). This vital effort to make visitors
feel welcome is expected to continue with a rejuvenated Hospitality and Outreach Committee.
Day Trippers: This ministry, primarily for older folks, under the leadership of Bill Amundsen
involves day trips by bus to interesting destinations in Michigan and nearby states. It needs to
continue as a ministry to older CUMC members and friends.
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The Clarkson Family shared their thoughts on
Central’s stewardship theme, Bridge to the
Future, October 15 during worship.

Caught in the act! The Amundsen's can be
found serving the Lord here, there and
everywhere at Central.

Anyone may take the opportunity to stop by the
Bookroom Sundays during Fellowship Coffee
Hour to join in a discussion with Pastor Mark
about that day's sermon.

-submitted by Joi Tennant

The Spirit Singers singing "The Lord's
Prayer," accompanied by Caryn Welter,
with Cyrus Prame on bongos.
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November
1 Wednesday ~
1pm Life Group
1:30 Community Group
5:30 Sistrum
6 Wednesday Night Basketball
2 Thursday
5:30pm Bell Choir
6 Thursday Youth Basketball
6:30 Spirit Singers
7 Community Group
7:30 Chancel Choir
3 Friday
9:30am Community Group
12pm Friday Basketball
4 Saturday
12:30pm Community Group
7 Community Group
5 Sunday ~ Holy Communion
All Saints Day
Day Light Savings Time Ends
9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School
5pm Sunday Basketball
5:30 Vespers Class
6 Monday
5:30pm Monday Basketball
7 Men of Orpheus
7 Tuesday
12pm Basketball Group
1 Church and Society
8 Wednesday
1pm Community Group
1:30 Community Group
5:30 Sistrum
6 Wednesday Basketball
9 Thursday
5:30pm Bell Choir
6 Thursday Youth Basketball
6:30 Rainbow Café
6:30 Spirit Singers
7 Community Group
7:30 Chancel Choir

November 19-26 is
National Bible Week .

10 Friday
9:30am Community Group
12pm Friday Basketball
12 Sunday
9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School
5pm Sunday Basketball
5:30 Vespers Class
13 Monday
10am Staff Meeting
5:30pm Monday Basketball
6 Judy Grove Circle
7 Men of Orpheus
14 Tuesday
12pm Tuesday Basketball
1 Leadership Team
15 Wednesday
1:30pm Community Group
5:30 Sistrum
6 Wednesday Basketball
God gig ~ off site
16 Thursday
5:30pm Bell Choir
6 Community Group
Thursday Youth Basketball
6:30 Spirit Singers
7 Community Group
7:30 Chancel Choir
17 Friday
9:30am Community Group
12pm Friday Basketball
Silver Bells
6 Men of Orpheus Concert

19 Sunday
Monthly In-gathering for
South Lansing Food Bank
9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School Classes
Engaging Worship sub-committee
5pm Sunday Basketball
5:30 Vespers Class
20 Monday
5:30pm Monday
7 Men of Orpheus
21 Tuesday
12pm Tuesday Basketball
22 Wednesday
1:30pm Community Group
7pm Community Group
5:30 Sistrum
6 Wednesday Basketball
23 Thursday ~ Thanksgiving
Closed
24 Friday
Closed
26 Sunday
9:30am Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School
27 Monday
5:30pm Monday Basketball
7 Men of Orpheus
28 Tuesday
12pm Tuesday Basketball
5 Finance
29 Wednesday
1:30pm Community Group
5:30 Sistrum
6 Wednesday Basketball
7 Administrative Council
30 Thursday
6pm Thursday Youth Basketball
6:30 Spirit Singers
7 Community Group
7:30 Chancel Choir

November is
Native American Heritage Month.
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December
1 Friday
10:30am Community Group
12pm Friday Basketball
5 Christmas Cabaret
2 Saturday
5:30 Community Group
3 Sunday ~ Holy Communion
1st Sunday of Advent
8:45am Sip n Sing
9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Sunday School Classes
5pm Sunday Basketball
5:30 Vespers Class
4 Monday
10am Staff
5:30pm Monday Basketball
7 Men of Orpheus
5 Tuesday
12pm Tuesday Basketball
1 Church and Society
6 Wednesday
1:30pm Community Group
6 Wednesday Basketball
7 Thursday
5:30pm Bell Choir
Sistrum
6 Thursday Youth Basketball
6:30 Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

8 Friday
9:30am Community Group
12pm Friday Basketball
4pm Sistrum
9 Saturday
10:30am Sistrum

Cornucopia
By Stephanie Hall
Have you ever wondered why the “Horn
of Plenty” is a horn?
The word cornucopia comes from Latin cornu
(horn) and copiae (plenty). But how did the idea
come about in the first place? Greek mythology,
of course!
When Zeus was a baby he was hidden away in a
cave to protect him from Cronus, his father who
was trying to eat him. Zeus had a goat named
Amalthea who cared for him while in this cave.
One day little Zeus was playing with Amalthea and
he accidentally broke off one of her horns. In order to repay her, he made the horn have the power to supply her with whatever she wanted.
If that seems unlikely, just wait. There’s another
story to explain the cornucopia. Hercules (Zeus’s
son) was in battle with the river god Achelous over
the beautiful maiden Deianira. Achelous was able
to shape shift, and at one point he turned himself
into a bull. And when he did, Hercules broke off
his horn. Then Hercules and Deianira filled the
horn with fruit and flowers for their wedding celebration.

Still seem unlikely? Well there’s a third variation
combining the first two stories. Hercules, being
the son of Zeus, became the owner of Amalthea’s
horn (Zeus’s nursemaid-goat). Hercules felt guilty
for breaking off Achelous’s horn during their battle
over Deianira, so he gave Amalthea’s horn to him
as a peace offering.
Since Greek mythology was often the subject of
European artwork, the image of the cornucopia
survived. And to this day, the “Horn of Plenty” is a
symbol of our Thanksgiving holiday.

"Your crown has been bought and paid for. Put it on your head and wear it."
- Maya Angelou
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Join Us Every Sunday
9:30 AM - Worship Service
10:00 AM - Children’s Church
10:30 AM - Fellowship Coffee Hour
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