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Central Journal

Informing Members and Friends – Encouraging Fellowship and Spiritual Growth
Founded 1850

Pastor Mark’s Musings
Happy Easter Season!

April 1: April Fool’s Day...Easter Sunday! No, I won’t go there for
two reasons. First, it’s going to be overplayed in too many places.
Second, Easter is a Season, not just a day...or more so, a life
style, not just a time on a Gregorian calendar.
We, as the people who have listened to the teachings of Jesus, the Christ, we, who seek to put
them into practice in every way; we, who are people of the new life in Christ in our daily lives, we
can become more awakened to this Easter existence.
What might such awareness look like?
Outreach into our community to engage with them in mission and care is one way we at Central
can live like Easter people. You will find such ministries highlighted in the first part of this issue of
The Central Journal.
Hospitality for all those who venture into our service and building so that each person is themselves awakened to new ways of being and Easter person. Through ministry programs, we do
seek to enhance each persons journey to becoming more alive, more caring, more loving, more
like the image of God in which they were created. We do this striving, to be unconditional love in
the lives of stranger and friend.
Through Nurture, we enhance the life long journey that is the Christian way of being. Through
education and fellowship times, we seek to offer conduits for this perfecting work of the Holy
Spirit in each person’s life.
This Easter Season, as we focus on “A Place to Call Home,” let us celebrate the risen presence
of the Christ that is the ethos of Central UMC. Let us realize that others are seeking a spiritual
home wherein they can find unconditional love that is the grace
of God. Let us be invitational in our Outreach, practice radical
Hospitality by welcoming all, and Nurture the growing faith in
ourselves and those not yet here .
Peace,
Pastor Mark Thompson
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Missions Commission

Chair: Cathy Amundsen
Members Kathy Hicks, Nancy O’Shea, Susan Grettenberger, Estela de-Hudy
UPDATES:
Noisy Sunday offering. The current total for this offering is $1,106.21. This offering is the
Ministry of Kindness fund that the Senior Pastor distributes to those in need within our
congregation or community.

UMCOR Sunday offering. This offering covers the basic support of UMCOR. Our
current total for this offering is $1,235.00.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFTS THAT HELP CENTRAL SHARE GOD'S LOVE AT HOME
AND AROUND THE WORLD.

UPCOMING:
APRIL 15TH Camp Sunday offering. The Mission of the Michigan UM Camp program
is " to create transformative camp and retreat experiences that develop disciples of Jesus
Christ." There are camps for elementary, middle and high school campers. Programs are
available for seniors and grandparents-grandchildren camps. If you are interested in a
camping experience check out umcamping.org. or talk to Pastor Mark or Joi Tennant.
from Willow School Teachers & Staff!
You know it was a good meal when four large and one small
crockpots of chili, soup, and ground beef were nearly empty!
After the parent-teacher conferences finished at 7 p.m. on
March 26, we cleaned up the few items remaining and left it for
the teachers for tomorrow.
And, we delivered your $90 contributions for the Boy Scouts
Pinewood Derby cars (or for other needs of the Boy Scouts).
Another home run for those of you contributing to this good cause! The teachers and
staff were extremely appreciative of the meal and the donation for the Boy Scouts.

(Pictures are of Principal Lonzo and a teacher
enjoying some food, plus a
peek at the display of food,
beverages, and all the supplies needed to make the
meal possible.)

Report from Missions Committee
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Celebrating 70 years of The Advance:
God's love at work in training leaders
For 70 years, The Advance has been a vital
means through which United Methodists and
their predecessors have shared the love of God
throughout the world. Today, The Advance
supports more than 300 missionaries and more
than 600 projects.
Some of the work supported by The Advance is
highly innovative and forward-looking, from
malaria eradication to disaster-risk reduction
to social-justice initiatives. But The Advance
also supports the equally vital and fundamental
work of providing theological training for
local church leaders around the globe.
Young Seon "Christina" Kim (Advance
#3021957) serves as a Global Ministries missionary in Tanzania and directs Next Generation Ministries (Advance #3022281). Her Bible
seminars equip United Methodist leaders
throughout Tanzania to provide faithful teaching
to their congregations, including five churches
in the Nyarangusu camp for refugees fleeing
civil war in the Congo.
Kim writes, “I love to listen to young people
reading the Bible together. How beautiful. In the
Nyarugusu camp seminar, each church was
supposed to send five young leaders for the
seminar, for a total of 25. But I ended up having
50, with additional pastors and some women
and children. … ‘Life is fragile, but God is with
us.’ This is the testimony from the congregations in the Nyarugusu refugee camp that I take
with me.”
The areas of impact for Advance projects are
comprehensive, touching on the whole human
experience:

Disaster Response & Recovery
Economic Empowerment
Education
Social Justice

Evangelism and Church Growth
Food & Agriculture
Health
Migration
Mission Personnel
Water & Sanitation
Women & Children
Seventy years of The Advance. Seventy years
of God’s love at work. We are guided to give to
The Advance through the ministry of our Central UMC Missions Commission. Thank you for
your generous support!
In mission,
Thomas Kemper, General Secretary
General Board of Global Ministries

Mission to Michigan
Just days before UMCOR Sunday (March 11), relief supplies were once again making a
difference in Michigan.
Since waters began to rise around the state in late
February, Dan O’Malley — one of the Michigan
Conference Disaster Relief Coordinators – has been
working with local churches, non-profit and
government agencies to assess needs and plan
resourcing. Dan has been present or in contact with
MARCs (Multiple Agency Resource Centers) hosted
in several communities, where persons came to
register for assistance.
To date United Methodist response has been in the
form of Cleaning Kits. Cleaning buckets stored in
Flint, unused after last summer’s flood damage in and
around Midland and Mt. Pleasant, are now being
made available. Some of that store went to Arenac.
On March 3 the Midwest Mission Distribution Center
sent two skids of Cleaning Kits (80) to Corunna
United Methodist Church for distribution to Shiawassee and Red Cedar-Lansing regions. Earle Knapp,
Crossroads District Coordinator for Emergency Preparedness/Disaster Response, cared for the
unloading in Corunna. MMDC also sent 2 skids to
Cornerstone Church in Caledonia for distribution
around western Michigan.

Central UMC is a depot for the collection of flood
buckets and cleaning kits for the Michigan area. We
are in this ministry together! Thank you Central UMC.
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The Capital City Ringers handbell Ensemble will be in concert April 22 at 4:00 p.m.
performing in yet another outreach into our community.
The group is an auditioned community group which was formed in 1984 to give an
opportunity for advanced handbell ringers to grow, learn, and promote the art of
handbell ringing by providing a high quality musical experiences for diverse audiences.
These advanced ringers come from the
extended Lansing area.

Invite your friends now. They will enjoy the event as well
as see the beauty of our sanctuary and experience our
Central Hospitality!

Event on Monday, April 9th, 6:30—8pm
CAMP BELOVED:
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE FOR LGBTQIA YOUTH and their ALLIES
Past Campers and Staff from Camp Beloved will be sharing at Lansing Rainbow
Café
Camp Beloved is an inclusive community for LGBTQIA youth
(completed grades 9-12) and allies. Camper's celebrate the
diversity and value of God's creation through a week long
camping experience. An accredited camp of Lake Louise
Christian Community, Beloved is safe and welcomes youth from all faiths and
non-faith backgrounds. It is celebrating its 4th year of camping on June 17-23,
located on Lake Louise, MI. (lakelouisecommunity.org)

In a casual setting, Lansing Rainbow Café invites all to this free event held at Lansing Central
United Methodist Church. Light beverages and snacks will be provided.
Denny Stoneman,
Lansing Rainbow Café Founder/Director
Dennydds1@yahoo.com
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13 Friday
7:30pm S’Moves Performance
Choir Road Trip to Kazoo

27 Friday
28 Saturday
8:30am District Conference

14 Saturday

1 Sunday ~ Easter
9am pre-service coffee
fellowship
9:30 Worship/Children Classes
10:30 Fellowship Time
10:30 Historical Room Open
House
2 Monday ~ Office Closed

3 Tuesday
1pm Church and Society
4 Wednesday
6pm God Gig Old Town Sir Pizza
5 Thursday
10am SPRC
6:30pm Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir
6 Friday
7 Saturday

8 Sunday ~ Holy Communion
9am pre-service coffee fellowship
9:30 Worship/Children Classes
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Unafraid Class
5:30 Vespers Class
9 Monday
10:00am Staff
5:30pm Monday Basketball
6:30 Rainbow Cafe
10 Tuesday

11 Wednesday
6pm God Gig Old Town Sir Pizza
12 Thursday
7:30pm S’Moves Performance
6:30 Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir

29 Sunday
15 Sunday ~ Camp Sunday
9am pre-service coffee fellowship
Monthly In-gathering for
9:30 Worship/Children Classes
South Lansing Food Bank /
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
Camp Sunday Offering
11 Unafraid Class
9am pre-service coffee
5:30pm Vespers Class
fellowship
9:30 Worship/Children Classes 30 Monday
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
10am Staff meeting
11 Unafraid Class
5:30 Vespers Class
16 Monday
6pm Judy Grove Circle
17 Tuesday
6pm Trustees

18 Wednesday
1pm Leadership Team
6 God Gig Old Town Sir Pizza
19 Thursday
6:30pm Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir
20 Friday
21 Saturday
22 Sunday
9am pre-service coffee fellowship
9:30 Worship/Children Classes
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
11 Unafraid Class
11 Engaging Worship Team
4pm Capitol City Bell Ringers
in Concert
5:30 Vespers Class

May
1 Tuesday
1pm Church Society
2 Wednesday
6pm God Gig Old Town Sir Pizza
3 Thursday
5:30pm Bell Choir
6:30 Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir
4 Friday

5 Saturday

6 Sunday ~ Holy Communion
9am pre-service coffee fellowship
9:30 Worship/Children Classes
10:30 Fellowship Coffee Hour
10:30 Historical Room Open
24 Tuesday
House
11
Unafraid
Class
25 Wednesday
4pm
Elden
and
Lani Kelly in Con6pm God Gig Old Town Sir Pizza
cert
26 Thursday
5:30 Vespers Class
5:30pm Bell Choir
6:30 Spirit Singers
7:30 Chancel Choir
23 Monday
10am Staff meeting
1pm Guys Lunch Out Flap
Jack on Waverly
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Central UMC
April 1
9:30 am
Amazing Music to Celebrate
the Risen Christ!
Easter Sunday Service will celebrate new life in the Sanctuary with
Central style of fine arts.

Easter Communion / Confirmation Service, 9:30, April 8, will celebrate new life
with the receiving of new members at Central UMC.. Those wishing to join,
please contact Pastor Mark, seniorpastor@lansingcentralumc.net
The Theme for Easter Season 2018:

A Place to Call Home!

As we celebrate Easter Season, let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Easter Sunday’s worship, evolving from Pastor Mark’s sermon, “Easter – A Place to Call
Home,” will begin with a powerful opening voluntary, “Grand Choeur” by organ, brass and percussion. Central Bell Ringers, under the direction of Janet Geissler, joined in John Ferguson’s
“Easter Introit;” the Chancel Choir, under the direction of Alison Geesey, sang Phillip Stopford’s
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Again.” Jenn Giustino focused on the Young at Heart with an engaging title, “Places I Call Home.” Congregants sang Easter hymns and were led by Anna Poco in
singing “The Lord’s Prayer.” They were invited to go forward and close the worship experience
with Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus.” Chris Pike, trumpeter, and Caryn Welter, playing the Jaeckel
pipe organ, ended the service with Giuseppe Torelli’s “Allegro” from his Sonata in D.
Spiritually compelling? Yes.

Musically inspiring? Yes.

Many thanks go to all who will worship with us in person, radio listening, and television
watching, as well as all who made it happen.

Muandy Thursday, designed by Pastor Mark, and implemented by Lisa Speck and Pat Mort’s
team, brought together the people of Christ Community Church and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
along with Central’s people, to partake of a traditional meal followed by a Seder worship
experience. Interwoven into the evening were pieces of “Were You There,” lined out by tenor
Jarod Moyer, John Purifoy’s “Into the Woods” sung by the Chancel Choir, and Steven
Aldredge’s “Night of Tears, Night of Grace,” sung by Jenn Guistino, Anna Poco, Jarod Moyer,
and Cody Harrell. Sincere thanks go to all who contributed through work efforts, furnishing and,
mostly, worshipping.

April 2018

Central UMC Focus ~ Outreach, Hospitality, Nurture

Central's Archive / History
Open House
Easter Sunday, April 1st,
10:30am - Noon.

Come witness Central's History from the
Very Beginning!
Archive / History Room is located on the Balcony in Fellowship Hall!!

Lots of Easter Candy will be available!!!

John Houston and Penny Zago

The Archive / History Room
will be open the 1st Sunday of
every month from 10:30 to 11:30am
beginning in May.

You can listen to this recording in the Archives.
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Backyard Potlucks
Scheduling Begins!

What a great time we had last summer at the
homes of several of our church members!
It was such a popular activity that we hope to
make this an annual summer happening.
We scheduled 4 last year, and we would love
to have 4 invitations again this summer.
Any day of the week is an option. And if you
have more room inside than out, the
“backyard” concept is also optional. We are
happy to help with tables, chairs, etc.
The kind of potluck you prefer is up to you.
Some hosts prefer to grill. Some like to
provide something like beverages or paper
plates, etc. Last year because of a storm, a
potluck was moved to the Wesley dining room.

If you would like to reserve a date in June,
July, August or early Sept., please call Joi
Tennant, 989-224-8159 to volunteer your hospitality.
And THANK YOU, in advance!

Judy Grove Circle meets April 16 (3rd

Monday) at 6pm in the 2nd Floor Lounge for
our potluck and meeting. All are welcome to
attend.
Thank you to the Sue Strait-driven cleaning
dynamo known as the Judy Grove Circle for
their deep cleaning and sanitizing of the
Nursery! Mary Beth, Edie, Sharon and Sue
~ we appreciate all you do at and for Central.
Wanted ~ knitted and crocheted baby hats for
the United Methodist Women’s Assembly in
May in-gathering. Hats will be distributed at
UMW-sponsored projects working with
babies around the world. You are welcome to
bring your hats to Central and leave them at
the front office by May 15.

Thank you,
Pat Mort and Linda Towsley, attendees

Congregational Focus Follow
Through Update
(a monthly feature)
In response to Central’s 2018-19
focus on Outreach, Nurture, and Hospitality,
recommended by the Leadership Team,
then adopted by the Ad Council, and followed closely by support from the congregation at a Town Hall meeting, following is
the outline of a “whatto-do-next” plan:
Experienced,
expert marketers
Catherine Hibbard
and Randy Whatley
will “steer the outreach ship” for the upcoming May 20 event,
Robert Ray’s “Gospel
Mass,” to be presented as part of the
Celebration of Music in Worship service.

Assisting with the service will be conductor,
Dr. Stephen Lange; pianist Jeff Kressler;
bassist Ed Fedewa, and percussionist Ian
LeVine.

Immediately following will be the wellestablished, annual lunch of spaghetti,
meat and meatless sauce, bread sticks,
salad, and dessert, also available to-go.
Trustees have generously agreed to
help underwrite the “blitz” of publicity that
will precede May 20. Community musicians, Verna Holley and Rodney Page have
agreed to check availability of the singers
from their respective groups who have recently sung the Mass.
Invite your families and friends now for
what promises to be a very special day!
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Library Task Force

Librarian: Leah Fitch
Catherine Hibbard, Win Anderson (Emeritus)

The Library has received a copy
of Malala's Magic Pencil as a donation
from the Shalom Center for Justice
and Peace which is housed at Central. The book is by Malala Yousafzai
who has received many prizes for her
activism in support of education, especially for girls. It is a beautifully illustrated book and I found it quite inspiring.
The story is about Malala's wishing for a
magic pencil which would have special powers like the one she saw on television. She is
young and living with her parents and two annoying brothers in northwestern Pakistan. She
writes about her neighborhood and going to school. Her father is a principal and encourages
her to learn and do well in school. She learns that her wish for a magic pencil comes true
when she realizes the power she has in writing and expressing her beliefs.
She makes reference to the retaliation she encounters from the Taliban in a very vague
way. If you don't know how badly she is injured and her long recovery process, it will not be
explained in the book. The book's intended audience is for children, four to eight years old. It
includes a letter from Malala at the end of the book as well as a page telling her background
story along with photos of Malala and her family. They all now live in Birmingham, England.
I recommend this book. It does not take long for an adult to read so any parent could quickly read it before passing it on to a child if there are any concerns about the subject matter. In
fact, Malala's message is a good one for adults. The story includes Malala's description of
how others live in Pakistan who are not as fortunate as her family.
March is Reading Month so I hope you have found something good to read. National
Library Week is April 8 to 14. Knowing how to read and having books to read is such a
blessing. Count me as one of the more fortunate girls in the world who received an education
without any retaliation, if you don't count having a ponytail pulled repeatedly by classmates.
Submitted by Leah Fitch on behalf of the Library Task Force

WJIM-AM 1240
Broadcast weekly
9:30-10:30

Sponsor a radio broadcast !
Call 485-9477

If you experience any radio/audio-visual issue,
please IMMEDIATELY
call or text Peter Hudy @ 5179276682 so that
the issue can be addressed as soon as
possible. Thank you for your help
in making this vital ministry more effective.
Thanks as well to the AV Team
for their loyal ministry!
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Are you sensing that Fears
and Worries too often
The Central Journal is published
control your mind?
monthly by Central United Methodist
Church, 215 North Capitol Avenue, LanTake time this month to
sing, MI 48933.
learn practical steps to
overcome them.

The May deadline is April 20. Please
submit your article to the editor at
Step into the Fellowship Hall
seniorpastor@lansingcentralumc.net
Bookroom - cookies and
coffee in hand - after worship, by that date.
April 8 – May 6; and join the
Thank you for participating in Central
discussion led by Pastor
Mark, and generated from the UMC
series of DVD interviews we
will watch: Unafraid, by
Adam Hamilton.

Church Directory

The 5 weekly topics are:
Understanding and Countering Fear;
Crime, Race, Terrorism, and Politics;
Failure, Disappointing Others, Insignificance, and
Loneliness;
Apocalypse, Change, Missing Out, and Finances;
Aging, Illness, Dying, and Fear of the Lord;

This is our new “Small Group” for spring. Please
consider committing to this study each week, and inviting
a friend! Meeting together weekly in a small group
creates new understandings, friendship, and deeper
faith.
Pre-registration is not required. The study will take place
in the south-west classroom of the Fellowship Hall.

Please pray for:

Among Friends

Rev. Mark Thompson,
Senior Minister
Rev. Bill Amundsen, Assistant Pastor
Joi Tennant, Small Group Coordinator
Caryn Welter, Director, Music and
Worship, Organist
Alison Geesey, Director, Chancel Choir
Janet Geissler, Director, Bell Choir
Annalise Poco - Alto, Jenn Giustino Soprano, Cody Harrell -Bass,
Jarod Moyer - Tenor
Chancel Choir Section Leaders
Patricia Mort, Administrative Secretary
Stephanie Rave, Financial Secretary/
Bookkeeper
Bruce Newton, Facility Manager
Jack Neller, Custodian/Building Attendant
Anthony Moran, Jeremy Brown,
Building Attendants
Office Phone: (517) 485-9477
Office Fax: (517) 485-9772
Website: lansingcentralumc.net
Facebook: Lansing Central United
Methodist Church

As of this writing,
Joy Adcock, Clark Home; Frank Anderson,
Medilodge of Okemos; Mike Garcia, home; Mariah
Huston, home; Lois Jenkins, Florida; Vivian Johnson, home; Sue Kephart, home; Carolyn Schuurmans, Clark Home; Justin Sleight, home; Bill Tennant, home; Tom Towsley, Florida; Bob Westerfield,
rehab; Paul Zimmer, home.

Coffee Fellowship 9:00
Sunday Worship – 9:30 AM
Fellowship Hour – 10:30 AM

Please remember the family and friends of Lucille
Chase, Mario Garcia and Carl Leiby ~ all of whom
died in March.

For publication in the next Journal send
copy by the 20th to:
seniorpastor@lansingcentralumc.net

The worship service is broadcast live
On Radio at 9:30 AM on WJIM-AM (1240)
radio
Television telecast
Tuesday and Thursday at 4 PM on
Lansing Comcast Cable channel 16.
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The A-V Team works very hard to guide and
direct important facets of worship that fall
under the category “sound.”
The sounds of Central’s radio broadcast (and
pictures of its videotaped services), all acting
in tandem with our website, provide the main
doors to the community.

Under the umbrella of the Engaging Worship Team (and initiated by Pastor Mark),
individual parishioners have been invited to
examine four, non-consecutive radio
services with a thought to such considerations as the kinds of sound they hear, the
flow of sound, the quality of sound, and its
placement. Additionally, the A-V Team itself
has been invited to respond to the same
items. When responses from all participants
are tallied, it should give us meaningful
feedback from which to examine our relative
success.
A summary report will be developed and used
to enhance this community ministry.

Thank you to the many who contribute $265
each week to sponsor a broadcast. Your donations, along with Endowment funding for this
ministry, ensure the future of quality ministry
programing.

“The church is not a building...the church is a
people.” So the song goes.
We are in this together wish to empower each
other for the sake of spiritual and numerical
growth.
. . serving as a liturgist,
contact Edie Robinson
. . presenting to the
“Young at Heart,” contact Caryn Welter
. . greeting, contact Sue Strait
. . serving in the summer music schedule,
contact Caryn Welter
. . ringing with the Central Bell Ringers, contact Janet Geissler
. . singing with the Spirit Singers, contact
Caryn Welter
. . . singing with the Chancel Choir, contact
Alison Geesey
Beginning April 15, sign-up sheets will be
available at the front desk.
Thank you for your Ministry!

The West Michigan and Detroit Conferences of the UMC will officially cease to exist June 30,
2018. The Michigan Conference of the UMC will become our new Conference. This newness of
a Conference is bringing a newness in District lines. Lansing District will cease to exist.
Congregations from 3 other old Districts will join us to become what is
temporarily called District # 5. A new name will be suggested to the Bishop.
Rev. Jerry Devine has called a District #5 Organizing Conference, set for April 28
at Owosso First UMC (1500 N Water St) – 9:30 until Noon.
We will be holding an organizing conference on Saturday, April 28 from 9:30 until
noon at the Owosso First UMC. The purpose of this Organizing Conference will be
to elect District Leaders for required areas in The United Methodist Book of Discipline –
2016. We will also be selecting a name for the new District 5. More info to follow.
Persons from Central UMC who are members of the Distrcit Conference with voice and vote are:
Chairpersons of Staff Parish Relations Committee, Council, Finance, and Trustees; Lay Leader,
Delegates to Annual Conference, appointed Clergy to a District #5 congregation/community.
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Join Us Every Sunday
9:00 AM Coffee Fellowship
9:30 AM - Worship Service
9:30 AM - Children’s Church
10:30 AM - Fellowship Coffee Hour

The Central Journal is published monthly by
Central United Methodist Church,
215 North Capitol Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933.

