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Central Journal
Informing Members and Friends
Founded 1850

Encouraging Fellowship and Spiritual Growth

Pastor Mark’s Musings
God’s grace is sufficient for all stages of our lives, for all of creation. We are called to a life
of perfection in love. Here is an understanding of such a call from our United Methodist web
page: Sanctifying Grace
“Salvation is not a static, one-time event in our lives. It is the ongoing experience of God’s
gracious presence transforming us into whom God intends us to be. John Wesley described
this dimension of God’s grace as sanctification, or holiness.
Through God’s sanctifying grace, we grow and mature in our ability to live as Jesus lived. As
we pray, study the Scriptures, fast, worship, and share in fellowship with other Christians, we
deepen our knowledge of and love for God. As we respond with compassion to human need
and work for justice in our communities, we strengthen our capacity to love neighbor. Our
inner thoughts and motives, as well as our outer actions and behavior, are aligned with God’s
will and testify to our union with God.

“We’re to press on, with God’s help, in the path of sanctification toward perfection. By perfection, Wesley did not mean that we would not make mistakes or have weaknesses. Rather,
he understood it to be a continual process of being made perfect in our love of God and each
other and of removing our desire to sin.”
www.umc.org/what-we-believe/our-wesleyan-heritage

Here are a few things that pull me forward in the process of sanctification:
“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places
you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”
John Wesley

“We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28 New Revised Standard Version)
The work of the Holy Spirit in our lives is to reveal to us the truth of our being so that the
way of our being can match it. —Wm. Paul Young [1]
”The love in you—which is the Spirit in you—always somehow says yes. (See 2 Corinthians
1:20.) Love is not something you do; love is something you are. It is your True Self. Love is
where you came from and love is where you’re going. It’s not something you can buy. It’s
not something you can attain. It’s the presence of God within you, called the Holy Spirit or
what some theologians name uncreated grace.”
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May 31 – June 2
Michigan Annual Conference meetings
2 Sunday
9:00am Pre-Worship Fellowship
9:30am Worship – Holy Communion
10:30am Fellowship
3 Monday
5:30pm Staff Parish Relations Committee
9 Sunday
9:00am Pre-Worship Fellowship
9:30am Worship
10:30am Fellowship
100 LGBTQ Clergy stoles displayed
10 Monday
6:30 – 8 pm Rainbow Café – Pulse Candlelight
Service; 100 LGBTQ Clergy stoles displayed
11 Tuesday
11am-2pm 49 PULSE victim candle tribute
table in Chapel; 100 LGBTQ Clergy stoles
displayed
6pm Trustees

25 Tuesday
7pm Finance Committee
26 Wednesday
7pm Council
30 Sunday
9:00am Pre-Worship Fellowship
9:30am Worship
10:30am Fellowship

Coming in
July and August!
2 “Backyard”
Potluck Picnics
Wednesday, July 17

13 Thursday
4-7pm 49 PULSE victim candle tribute
table in Chapel; 100 LGBTQ Clergy stoles
displayed

Doug and Mary Bowers and Bill and Joi Tennant
invite you to a potluck at the lovely St. Johns City
Park -- small shelter west of the Fantasy Forest
playground. Begin gathering at 5:00. Eat about
15 Saturday
5:45. Beverages, table service and Grilled Hot
12-3pm Central UMC: Rainbow Café Hug
Table; 100 LGBTQ Clergy stoles displayed; 49 Dogs provided. Plenty of parking adjacent to the
PULSE victims candle tribute table in Chapel shelter. (Shady, and rarely any mosquitos!)
June 15 – 22 Pastor at Camp Beloved
16 Sunday - Father’s Day
Display of Shower of Stoles
9:00am Pre-Worship Fellowship
9:30am Worship
10:30am Fellowship

At 7:00 you may walk or drive over to the free
concert, featuring the popular barbershop chorus, “Capitol City Chordsmen,” at the William
Tennant Performance Shell. Bring folding chairs.
RSVP to the Tennants at 989-224-8159.

20 Thursday
Central Journal Deadline

Sunday, August 11

21 Friday
Drop Off Food Ministry
23 Sunday
9:00am Pre-Worship Fellowship
9:30am Worship
10:30am Fellowship

Pastor Mark Thompson is inviting us to a traditional Potluck at the parsonage, 2828 Woodview
after church! Watch for details in the bulletin
announcement page in July.
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THANK YOU for your gift for Camp Sunday. Your donation of $170 allows funding for those who cannot otherwise attend camp.
Your offering will ensure the future of affordable camping programs for our children and youth. Every effort is being made to
provide meaningful and exciting Christian camping experiences
at the six West Michigan United Methodist camps. At the same
time they need to keep the fee as low to enable our churches to
send as many people to camp as possible. Current registration fees cover basic operating
costs for each camper (food services, program materials, utilities, etc.), but do not include
funds for much needed capital improvements.

Thank you from United World Mission and Erika
Fitzgerald, missionary, at Victory Center in Morelia, Mexico for the $500 donation. Erika is teaching
at this location to help the people get a better education to
break
the
cycle
of poverty.

Willow Lions Elementary School @willowelementaryschool
Willow School Teacher Appreciation Day THANK YOU to each of you who contributed money and/or treats for the teachers at
Willow School on May 7th. Lisa Speck helped with the set up at 8 am. We
offered breakfast breads, bagels, rolls, juice and a large bowl of fresh fruit. The
large card that Pastor Mark made, and many of you signed for the teachers,
was the centerpiece! We were greeted with smiles and hugs. The teachers and
staff seemed delighted! Thanks for sharing.
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Matt and Jessica Randall, with the enthusiastic
approval of little Tilly, were received into
membership of Central on May 12.

The Spirit Singers and the
Bell Choir participated in the
hour of music presented by the
Music Department May 19.

Coming in August

Love Wins
A book study by Rob Bell about
“Heaven, Hell, and
the fate of every person
who ever lived.”
Thursday evenings at the Parsonage
with Pastor Mark.
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP NOTES
SUNDAY, MAY 5 – Our favorite bell-ringing group (aside from the Central Bell Ringers), the Capitol Area Bell Ringers, performed in our Fellowship Hall at 4:00 p.m. In addition
to providing a wonderful reception afterward, they returned the money we had paid them!!!!
CHANGING IT UP! Positive feedback has abounded about the May 19 Celebration
of Music in Worship. Kudos to all those who provided choral and instrumental music on that
day, using favorites as the vehicle. All thanks and positive feedback goes also to Jeannie
Sanders and
Carolyn Kirkby, co-chairs, as well as those who set-up, prepared desserts,
served, and cleaned up, and worked behind the scenes in order to provide
the over-the-top spaghetti lunch. Take-out was a big hit. “We” fed about 90
people that day, thanks to your generosity in “purchasing” tickets.

Chancel Choir Director Alison Geesey will be married in the near
future.
The choirs honored her at an end-of-year celebration, hosted by Faye and Bill
McCracken. She and her new husband will continue to live in East Lansing, where Alison has
accepted a position as Director of the MSU Children’s Choir.
Following Alison and beginning in September of 2019 will be Jack Rifkin, a resident
of Delaware who’s coming to MSU for his Master’s Degree. He is a dynamic individual who
has lots of choral experience under his belt, and is looking forward to meeting our congregation. Also joining our ranks in September will be Claire Kaiser, soprano
section leader.
SUMMER’S A-COMIN’! Our choirs will be off for the summer.
That provides a wonderful opportunity for others to come forward and
sing, play their instruments, dance, or design new liturgical experiences. If this appeals to
your gifts, graces, and inclinations, please sign up in the third floor rehearsal room.
HYMN SINGS are a very popular launching into worship. This summer, we’ll try
to have one each month. Additionally, we’re still introducing the concept of three hymns in
succession at the beginning of worship. This can have the effect of warming and opening our
hearts.
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"CELEBRATING WITH PRIDE"
Lansing Rainbow Café
JUNE 9th-15th
Sunday, June 9
9:30 am ● Worship Service, Central UMC
Button and Banner Sunday for LGBTQ, FAMILY AND ALLIES
●100 LGBTQ Clergy stoles displayed
● 49 PULSE victims candle tribute table
Monday, June 10
6:30-8pm ● Lansing
Rainbow Café
● 49 PULSE
victims Candlelight Service in Chapel
● 100 LGBTQ Clergy
stoles displayed
Tuesday, June 11
11am-2pm ● 49 PULSE victim candle
tribute table in Chapel
● 100 LGBTQ Clergy stoles displayed
Thursday, June 13
4-7pm ● 49 PULSE victims candle tribute table
in Chapel
● 100 LGBTQ Clergy stoles displayed
Saturday, June 15
9am ● Parade prep.(wear red t-shirts)
10am ● Lansing Pride Parade
12-3pm ● at Central UMC: ●Rainbow Café Hug Table
●100 LGBTQ Clergy stoles displayed
● 49 PULSE victims candle tribute table in Chapel
Lansing Rainbow Café is a safe and affirming gathering of people who identify as
LGBTQIA+, their Families and Allies. In a casual setting, our goal is to inspire fulfilling
lives through connection, fellowship, and presentations. Meetings are held the 2nd Monday, 6:30-8pm at Central UMC, on the corner of Capital and Ottawa.
These are free events and all are welcome. We hope to meet you at several events.
LET'S CELEBRATE!
Rainbow Café would like to thank John MacDonald, Roberta Otten
and the members of S'MOVES dance and music group. On April 26,
27th they donated $338 in proceeds from their brilliant
performances to the ongoing LGBTQIA events hosted by Lansing
Rainbow Café. As we approach our 3rd year, THANK YOU for
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About the Exhibit Coming to Central
June 9 to 21
You know me. I am your daughter, your pastor.
You nurtured me, encouraged me, ordained me.
Yet I cannot tell you my name. For me the risk is still too great.
I work and pray for the day when I am free to say who I truly am.

– Anonymous stole

The Shower of Stoles Project is an extraordinary collection of over one thousand liturgical
stoles and other sacred items representing the lives of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) people of faith. These religious leaders have served in almost forty
denominations and faith traditions, and come from six countries on three continents.
This collection celebrates the gifts of LGBT persons who serve God in countless ways,
while also lifting up those who have been excluded from service because of their sexual
orientation or gender identity. The Project bears witness to the huge loss of leadership
that the Church has brought upon itself because of its own unjust policies. The collection
tours constantly around the country, being exhibited in local congregations, universities
and seminaries, and regional and national denominational gatherings.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?
If you or someone you know is an LGBT religious leader, regardless of whether you have
been driven from the Church or fully embraced by it, we would be deeply grateful to
accept a stole in your honor (named or anonymous) and add your story to this Great
Cloud of Witnesses. For information on how to donate a stole, visit
www.WelcomingResources.org/sospstole.htm. If you are passionate about the full inclusion of LGBT people in every aspect of the life of the Church, both at the congregational
and denominational levels, there are many ways for you to get involved to create change.
Rainbow Café is sponsoring this display before and during Pride Week, Lansing. As our
UMC denomination and Conference discerns a way forward, we invite you to pause and
reflect on the harm caused to LGBTQIA+ persons and vow to help end the harm. Rainbow
Café and Central UMJC will hold a week of special events of “CELEBRATING WITH PRIDE”
the week of June 9. (See previous page for details.)
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Opportunities for
Giving to and
through Central
First and foremost, thank you for your offerings and volunteerism. Without you,
we would not be able to accomplish all that we do!
The traditional way of placing checks or cash into the offering plates weekly or
monthly.
Arranging with your bank or credit union to send your pledge weekly or monthly
directly to the church office.
Arranging for your personal Trust Account to send your pledge checks to the church
office.
We now have an account with PayPal so that you can use that resource to forward your
pledge to the church. (PayPal charges $0.30 plus 2.9% of the amount of the transaction.)

Please remember that IRS regulations do not allow us to accept checks for deposit in our
account to other non-profits (Willow Street School, Greater Lansing Food Bank, American
Red Cross, etc.). Those checks must be made out directly to those institutions and do not
go through our books.
Regular special offerings such as UMCOR go to the Michigan Conference and count as
church contributions. These show on your financial statement.
If you have questions, please feel free to contact a member of the Finance Committee or
our Financial Secretary. betsy.finance@lansingcentralumc.net
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June 9 Offering
Bolivia’s Urban Santa Cruz Children’s
Ministry.
United Methodists can make gifts to support the work
of more than 850 projects and 300 missionaries at sites
around the globe.
We chose Urban Santa Cruz Children's Ministry. The primary goal of the
project is to identify and meet the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the
children of poor neighborhoods in Santa Cruz. With better education and spiritual
guidance, they hope to improve the lives of these children.

HELPS US HELP OUR NEIGHBORS

and FRIENDS IN NEED!
Now is the time to:
Collect your coins.
Direct your dollars.
Tackle some tens.
Select your silver.
Then….
Bring it all to church
For our Noisy Offering
July 14
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215 N. Capitol
Lansing, MI 48933
Corner of Capitol
and Ottawa

517 – 485 – 9477 Find us on
Central United Methodist Church has drawn the
faithful to downtown Lansing for 170 years. We
are diverse in economic status, racial mixture,
sexual orientation, religious viewpoints, and
political thought. Central is a safe place for all to
express their viewpoints within Christian love and
respect for each other.

All are welcome
Coffee Fellowship 9:00 – 9:30
Worship 9:30 – 10:30

Church Directory
Rev. Mark Thompson, Senior Minister
mark.pastor@lansingcentralumc.net
Rev. Bill Amundsen, Assistant Pastor
bill.pastor@lansingcentralumc.net
Joi Tennant, Small Group Coordinator
Caryn Welter, Director, Music and Worship,
Organistcaryn.music@lansingcentralumc.net
Alison Geesey, Director, Chancel Choir
Soprano, Anna Poco
Alto, Colleen McNickle
Tenor, David Miechiels
Baritone, Cody Harrell
Janet Geissler, Director, Bell Choir
Delicia Lockhart, Office Manager
delicia.office@lansingcentralumc.net
Betsy Mauk, Financial Secretary
betsy.finance@lansingcentralumc.net
Paul Walker, Facility Manager
paul.building@lansingcentralumc.net
open, Custodian/Building Attendant

Coffee Fellowship 10:30 ~
Seasonal small group classes offered
throughout the year

Office Phone: (517) 485-9477
Office Fax: (517) 485-9772
Website: lansingcentralumc.net
Facebook: Lansing Central United
Methodist Church
Coffee Fellowship 9:00
Sunday Worship – 9:30 AM
Fellowship Hour – 10:30 AM
The worship service is broadcast live
On Radio at 9:30 AM on WJIM-AM (1240)
radio
Delayed television telecast
Check listing for time on
Lansing Comcast Cable channel 16.
For publication in the next Journal send
copy by the 20th to:

delicia.office@lansingcentralumc.net
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PLANNING NEW DIRECTIONS FOR THE UMC

More than 600 U.S. United Methodists spent three days grappling with possible options for forging what they
hope will be a more just and inclusive church future. What united those at UMCNext, which met May 20-22
behind closed doors, was their opposition to the Traditional Plan.
That legislation, which the special 2019 General Conference approved by a vote of 438-384, retains the
church stance that the practice of homosexuality is “incompatible with Christian teaching” and strengthens
enforcement of church bans on same-sex weddings and “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy.
The increased enforcement takes effect January 1, 2020 in the United States. But another General Conference,
the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly, is also just around the corner, next May.

“We gathered here because the decision that happened at the special General Conference is not acceptable,”
said Karen G. Prudente of the New York Conference in a press conference after the event. She is on the
event’s 17-member convening team. “We came here to discern a better way forward for The United
Methodist Church.”
Those gathered identified two possible approaches toward a new Methodism, said the Rev. DJ del Rosario
of the Pacific Northwest Conference. These include continued resistance to the Traditional Plan with the goal
of reforming the church from within, as well as some form of negotiated separation to create something new.
Those gathered did not reach a consensus on a single direction. For now, those in attendance are working on
a both-and-approach. And working groups will be developing plans for the next General Conference to
consider.
The Rev. Ginger Gaines-Cirelli, senior pastor of Foundry United Methodist Church in Washington, said
during the press conference that those gathered agreed to four commitments.
These include:
• To be passionate followers of Jesus Christ, committed to a Wesleyan vision of Christianity.
• To resist evil, injustice and oppression in all forms and toward all people and build a church which
affirms the full participation of all ages, nations, races, classes, cultures, gender identities, sexual
orientations and abilities.
• To reject the Traditional Plan approved at General Conference 2019 as inconsistent with the gospel of
Jesus Christ and resist its implementation.
• To work to eliminate discriminatory language and the restrictions and penalties in the Book of Discipline
regarding LGBTQ individuals.
Table discussions, Gaines-Cirelli said, centered on people’s hopes for the church. And indeed multiple
participants at the event’s conclusion expressed hope for the church’s future.
Bishop David Bard said, “These past couple of days have been a time of rich conversation – deep,
meaningful, sometimes difficult, sometimes challenging, sometimes painful. We heard stories of some of the
pain and hurt experienced by LGBTQ persons in the church. Such rich and deep conversations are not
possible at General Conference.” Bard left the meeting hopeful that something new and positive can emerge
within the Methodist tradition. “The shape of this new Methodism is yet to be determined,” he said, “but there
is a determination to continue conversations and enter into negotiations with others. The current situation in
the church is untenable, but something new and creative is emerging.” Bard acknowledged that the event was
a beginning. “My hope is combined with a realistic sense that hard work remains to be done.”
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215 N. Capitol Ave. Lansing, MI 48933
517.485.9477 lansingcentralumc.net

9:00am Pre-Worship Fellowship with coffee
9:30am Worship Service
10:30am Fellowship with coffee and refreshments
Seasons small groups throughout the year

The Central Journal is published monthly by
Central United Methodist Church
deadline for submissions: 20th of each month
delicia.office@lansingcentralumc.net

