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PASTOR MARK'S MUSINGS
“…FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS” ESTHER 4:14
This is a powerful quote from a formidable book. It would be a good book
to read in the midst of this stay-at-home shared time
Many people are considering this time as potentially constructive for our spiritual well-being corporately and
individually.
Let me name a few:
“
We are connected as a human family, “for better or for worse, in richer and in poor, in sickness and in
health, until death do us part.” In this way, we have the opportunity to lean on, support, bring healing,
hope, and love to all people scattered throughout the earth. “Yours are the hands through which he
blesses all the world.” (Teresa of Avila)
We are connected. The daily news gives us an update of how many have contacted “covid-19” and how
many have died from it. We pray for healing of bodies and spirits.
We indeed are connected! Social media and the news are also flooded with those who are heroes in this
time. Nurses, doctors, politicians, neighbors, strangers, friends, family, the list of those doing good grows
by the hour. You, find folks of Central, are among them, for you are showing forth the love of God in many
ways.
Looking inward as we slow down helps us to consider what is important to us. I have quoted Dr. Marcia
McFee at the beginning of each Sunday Service in Lent: “What we pay attention to is what we are formed
by.” What have we paid attention to that has helped in this time of crisis?
We might have plenty of time to contemplate what we would want to “pay attention to” so as to find
ourselves in a more meaningful relations with God and others. Reading the bible, devotionals, meditations
on the internet, videos that inspire, music to soothe the soul…
Such a time as this changes each person. May this teaching time help us discern what to let go of (true
meaning of the word “repent”) that hinders us from being conveyors of divine love in all that we say and
do.
Such a time as this can also help us discern what new paths, attitudes, ways of love that we can set our
sights on and follow.

Carrying on as a student of God’s ways along beside of you,
Pastor Mark

MUSIC AND WORSHIP NOTE
As you would know, all of April’s special events /

You are not
Forgotten

services have been cancelled. That said, we are still
planning for Central’s future.
For example, some services of celebration:
Our First Sunday Back Reconnecting With Our
Community

Please know that you have not been

Appreciation for Pandemic Workers

forgotten. In this time of quiet and

Remembering Those Who Died While We Were

isolation, I find myself thinking

Separated

even more than usual about our

New Ways of Seeing Life (appreciation for

parishioners. Please know that you
are still in my thoughts and prayers,
again, more than is usual. It would
be my dream that each and every
one of us could go online and
communicate as individuals within

resurrection concept that we see through new eyes,
due to the pandemic)
Looking forward to Fall, these are just a couple of many
possibilities:
Celebration of Music in Worship
Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser

the entire group called Central
United Methodist Church. While
this is possible, it is not within the
realm of my technical skill set!
Thank you so very much to those
people who continued to sing, up
until the Bishop’s missive asked us
to limit who’s in the church at one
time to Pastor Mark and a sound

I’d invite you to reflect on one of my very
favorite hymns, “You Are Mine,” by David
Haas
v. 1 I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from
all you fear. You will hear my voice, I claim you as my
choice, Be still and know I am here. Refrain: Do not be
afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name
Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you

person. And, thank you certainly to

and you are mine.

Mark, Bill Tennant and Dave Stinson

v.2 I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all

for keeping our service live.

who long to see. In the shadows of the night, I will be

Certainly, thank you to people who
are recording music to be used in
the services, to liturgists, to
additional clergy, and janitors.

your light; come and rest in me. Refrain
v. 3 I am strength for all the despairing. Healing for the
ones who dwell in shame. All the blind will see, the lame
will all run free, and all will know my name. Refrain
v. 4 I am the Word that leads all to freedom, I am the
peace the world cannot give. I will call your name,
embracing all your pain, stand up, now walk, and live!
Refrain

By: Caryn Welter

LIVE BROADCAST ON
1240AM WJIM RADIO!
“Welcome in the name of Jesus as we broadcast
live to you from our Sanctuary of Central United
Methodist Church, located across from the State
Capitol building.”
Similar words have been spoken for over 40 years
as one of Central’s key ministries continues even

What are People are saying about our
live Sunday Service broadcasts?
“That was such a good inspiring service…
Every word was so well chosen and
meaningful. Thank you!”
“Thanks to everyone
working so hard to make sure our service
is still available.”

in this time of physical separation in our nation.

Thank You! Thank You!
Thank You,to all who support our
Radio Ministry through sponsorship's
Little did we realize that “for
such a time as this” the good
news of God’s love is spread
throughout the community in a
continued fashion.
Thank you, Bill Tennant, Sound
Engineer/ Radio Announcer,
David Stinson, Videographer, and

Sunday Broadcast Sponsorship
Each Sunday sponsorship is $250
Sharing a sponsorship with another is also an
option. You are invited to sponsor in honor
and/or memory of a loved one.
If you wish to sponsor a Sunday of Live
Broadcast, send your check, noted “radio
sponsorship” made payable to Central UMC to
the church office at:
215 N. Capitol Ave. Lansing, MI 48933

Pastor Mark for you continued
work to produce the live
Broadcast and videos for our
YouTube Channel.

ALBERT “LARRY” BECKON
Published in Lansing State Journal from
Mar. 30 to Mar. 31, 2020
Remembering Larry Beckon. Beloved husband,
brother and uncle died of brain cancer on March 23,
2020 with his wife Jean (Lenon) by his side. He was
born on June 3, 1935 the son of Charles and Madelyn
(Kingsley) Beckon in Lansing, MI. After graduating
Sexton High School, he attended MSU and obtained a
degree in Economics. He then earned a Master's
Degree in Public Administration from Western
Michigan University. Much later in life he
completed all course work on his Doctorate in Public
Administration. Larry spent his entire working career
employed by the State of Michigan Department of
Transportation. He retired in 2012 after 52 years of

Larry belonged to the American Society of Public
Administration and was a national board member.
He also belonged to many quality associations. He
served on the Selective Service System Board for
20 years and was a life member of Mensa.
His mother and father, Madelyn and Charles
Beckon, preceded Larry in death, as well as his
sister, Marilyn and brother-in-law, Charles
Williams. He is survived by his brother, Robert
Clay Beckon (Eva) of Lansing and many nephews
and nieces. Surviving to cherish his memory
forever in her heart is his wife, Jean.
There will be no services. For anyone interested,
memorial contributions may be made to Central

dedicated service.

United Methodist Church, 215 N. Capitol Ave.,
Lansing, MI
48933.

Larry enjoyed most sports. In his younger years he

Share memories at www.grfuneralhomes.com

managed four state championship softball teams in
the YMCA leagues of Michigan. He played softball
and basketball until his legs gave out. He continued
to shoot baskets and exercise at the MAC until four
months before his death. He had boundless energy at
age 84.
After retirement, Larry volunteered most of his time
with Lansing Central United Methodist Church.
When he died he was chair of the Board of Trustees,
on the Administrative Council and the Finance
Committee. Larry loved God and Central United
Methodist Church and all its people. He belonged to
Central for 43 years. Larry joined Faith Haven United
Methodist Church (later called Faith) at age 13, then
Mason United Methodist Church in 1966 and Central
in 1977. He was very active at each church - a faithful
servant.
Larry enjoyed gardening at all three homes that he
and Jean owned after their marriage in 1965. Larry
land Jean traveled all around the United States and
Canada. Their favorite places being Harbor Springs,
MI, Williamsburg, Virginia and all of New England.

Thank you for the flowers, fruit
baskets, and many many cards
and prayers for Larry and me.
Larry loved God and he loved
Central and all its people. Thank
you to Pastor Mark and Pastor
Bill for all the calls, visits and
prayers.

God Bless you all,
Jean Beckon

Continuing our Giving
Legacy
WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED
WITH A STRONG LEGACY.
Central UMC has been serving
the people of the congregation
and the community since the

All this has happened because folks
have given time and money to
Central UMC, as it is named today.
Thousands of people have given in
thanksgiving to God. They and we
wish to help others to connect with
God so that they too can experience
God’s love.

late 1800’s.
Over 1,000 Services on Sunday’s and
weekdays have brought the Scriptures alive,
enabled the gathered to sing praises, and in
many ways nurtured individual and corporate
connections with God; thousands have been

We ask you to continue this legacy of
giving so that
we remain the place where people can
come to connect with God and each other.

blessed
Food has been collected and given to the
marginalized
Shelter has been offered for the homeless
Games and events have been enjoyed by
thousands in the gym, bowling alley, fellowship
hall and Wesley Dinning hall
Weddings in our Chapel and Sanctuary have
brought smiles, tears of joy, ceremonial kisses,
and promises of life-time commitment to
thousands of people
Funerals have brought tears, sharing of
life stories, celebration of lives well lived, and
saying goodbye for now to thousands of people
Community groups of sports, theater, movie
goers, AA, bible studies, music groups brought
hundreds into the building for joy, healing, and
hope.
The list could go on.

Continue to send in your offerings to
Central UMC, 215 N. Capitol Ave, Lansing,
MI 48933. We are working to enable online giving option on our web page:
lansingcentralumc.net .

MISSION UPDATE:
Central has supported the South Lansing
Ministries (SLM) Food Bank for several years.
Our food collection on the third Sunday of each
month and the third Thursday curb side Food
Drop for the community has helped to
supplement what SLM buys from the Greater
Lansing Food Bank(GLFB). During this time of

The total for the Noisy
Sunday offering in February
was $1622.05. This offering
is used by our Pastor for the
Ministry of Kindness Fund.
Way to go Central!!!

"Stay Home, Stay Safe" Central will not be
collecting food at either of these times. SLM is
now closed due to staff and volunteers who are
at high risk. Folks are being redirected to
the GLFB. We know the need for food
assistance is increasing and we know that many
of you want to help. The Mission Commission
has started an on line Virtual Food Drive to
benefit the GLFB. Please visit Centrals web
site or Face Book page and join the effort. Click
here for the site.
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/w
eblink.aspx?name=E344133
It is quick and easy. If you would rather send
your gift to the church please indicate that it is
for the Food Bank.

Coming April 19, 2020
Camp Sunday
Christian camping has long been an
important part of the faith development of
children, youth and adults in the UMC.
We don't know if the Conference Camps
will be held in 2020 due to the Covid-19
pandemic. Traditionally, the Camp
offering is divided between Camp
Scholarships and the Conference Camping
program. Even if we are not able to send
folks to camp the Conference still needs
to fund Camp staff and maintenance. If
you wish to contribute please send you
contribution to Central UMC and indicate
it is for the Camp Sunday offering.

Thank you for your caring and sharing,
Stay Home, Stay Safe,
The Mission Commission

Outreach
It is a challenging time but a time to appreciate the gifts of our fellowship
and community. The outreach committee had several events and activities
planned, but the current situation requires some things to be on hold at the
moment for the sake of community safety. However, here are some things
we can all do to help our church community grow after the Covid 19
crisis is over.

1. we are planning to advertise in several places about
Central UMC as an ideal location for weddings. If you
have any pictures of weddings that have taken place
there we will try to include them in our presentations.
2. we are writing letters to the new apartment buildings
that will house our neighbors. If you have any ideas
about places to reach out to, let us know.
3. share with friends our resources and worship online.
This may be a great time for people to contemplate their
spirituality and we can be a resource to one another.
4. we don't know what events will occur in the future
and when, but please keep an eye out for opportunities
and share it with us.

Thank you on behalf of all health care workers:
Your support and encouragement mean the world
to those of us working in healthcare during the
Covid 19 crisis. We are learning more every day,

Gardens
Even though the inside of the church is closed,
there are still beautiful spaces outside of
Central. If you would like to help with them in
some way, either through working in the
garden or contributing to items such as mulch,
flowers, etc.
Please contact Mary Boudreau.

Outreach Contact
Information-

and coming up with creative solutions. It helps to
have your prayers
and support. Throughout the world, people are
going out on their porches and in windows to cheer

Mary Boudreau
(boudreau.mary1231@gmail.com)

and clap during shift changes. Thank you for your
prayers and your help to slow the spread.

Bob Pena

Mary Boudreau, proud nurse practitioner

(penarobertorlando@gmail.com)

biblegateway.com

A great online resource that makes
the bible in various translations and
paraphrase renditions available at
your fingertips.
Recommended reading in these
times: Gospel of John, Esther,
Psalms

― TERESA OF AVILA

“Christ has no body now but yours.
No hands, no feet on earth but
yours. Yours are the eyes through
which he looks compassion on this
world. Yours are the feet with
which he walks to do good. Yours
are the hands through which he
blesses all the world. Yours are the
hands, yours are the feet, yours are
the eyes, you are his body. Christ
has no body now on earth but
yours.”

