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Pastor Naylo’s Notes
Earlier this week, the Hopkins family sat through orientation for Pre-K at a local school.
Well, mom did, dad stayed home and wrestled with the boys until it was time to get them ready for
bed! Starting school is an exciting and wonderful time in a child’s life. At least it usually is. I imagine it is always difficult for the parents. But this year, two parents, Dori and I, struggled with the
decision. It is an unusual time to be a parent. We receive this season as a time of making amazingly difficult decisions. And we do not know if we are making the right decisions. There was a
time when it was pretty easy to rule on what was right. “Don’t eat that, don’t throw that, and don’t
even think about hitting your brother or the cat with that.” Now we are presented with unattractive
choices.
What I can say is we prayed about this decision a lot. We also looked to the children in
some ways to help us make this decision. And I have immense respect for parents who have decided otherwise. Vacancies opened in the school because some parents decided their students
would not be going back at the present time.
I will also say this. It’s not easy for us to be in a season where we feel as if we are not empowered to make good choices. For many of us, it’s not what we are used to. Though, as we
grow older, we sometimes discover that choices are being taken off the table. That is the
strangeness of life. Early in life and late in life, we don’t suffer as much from the delusion that we
only make decisions that are appealing to us. We are no longer empowered the same way.
Nonetheless, God has not absconded; God has not dropped us off and driven away. John
1:14 reminds us that in Christ, "God has pitched a tent” in order to remain with us. We are all
passing through this space. Now is for us, not just parents but for everyone, a season of patience, a season of forbearance, perseverance, and submission to God. An acknowledgment, "I
don’t know what to do, God. I don’t have a playbook for this.” These are not cultural values that
are esteemed these days.
We have a God who is far greater than the answers we are seeking. I am grateful that
God is with us. That God has not absconded and will always be with us. And I hold that wisdom
in a season of waiting. Waiting for relief, waiting for better news, and ultimately waiting on God,
which is best of all. The Lord bless you and keep you in this between time.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Naylo
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June 2, 2019 Joi Tennant
made a point of photographing some of our church
family to use as a collage for
our website. If you are feeling a bit lonely for Central’s
familiar faces, here are a
few. Of special interest, included here you will see a
photo of Shaun Grabowski
and Jessica, who were married August 22 in Kalamazoo. And you will also see
our dear Bryan Halter, who
just recently passed into his
heavenly home August 18.

Page 2

September 2020

Page 3

September 2020

Page 4

Small Group Studies to Begin
Beginning the week of September 21, join 1 or 2 new study classes! Both classes will be held at a time
convenient to most attendees. Both are 6-week studies, meaning the classes would end around the first
of November.

Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner´s Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven
An appropriately-distanced small group study will be held in our church Fellowship Hall. This group will study Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner´s Guide to the Kingdom of
Heaven by highly regarded Jewish author, Amy-Jill Levine. The study includes a lively weekly 12minute video portion presented by Levine. “The Sermon on the Mount,” Matthew 5-7, contains some of
Jesus’ most profound and most memorable teachings. What might these teachings have meant to his
disciples and to the others who first heard them? How do they enhance our reading of the rest of the
Gospel of Matthew, and how do they speak to us today? How, if we pay careful attention to his words,
does Jesus provide us a road map to living as God would have us live?
In this study Dr. Levine introduces the major topics in the Sermon on the Mount, explains historical and
theological contexts, and shows how the words of Jesus echo his Jewish tradition and speak forward to
reach hearts and minds today. From the very first page, this book is interesting and intriguing!
Joi Tennant will lead this small group. Please contact Joi at joitennant@gmail.com or call her at 989224-8159 for more information, to indicate your interest and suggest meeting time and date preferences, and to order the book. The book is $12.00 or by donation.

Reunion: A Bible Study for Churches Getting Back Together
Looking for a way to get back together in a “remote” format with your church family and think about
this pandemic time we are in?. Ellen Zienert will lead this online ZOOM study, Reunion: A Bible Study for Churches Getting Back Together by David Kalas, a popular author and United
Methodist pastor. The 6 chapters are called: Rejoicing, Reconnecting, Remembering, Retrieving, Rebuilding, and Responding. The book was written to help pastors and congregations navigate these unparalleled times. How do we come back together and move forward serving God in new and perhaps
unprecedented ways? The group will explore those important questions together.
Please email Ellen at ekzienert@gmail.com of your interest in the study and your preference for day
and time, and to order the book. This book costs $13.00 or by donation.

Phone Tree

Listen up!

At some time in the next few days you

will be receiving a call to verify the phone number you gave
to the church for a phone tree. Once that number has been
verified, our phone tree group will free to contact you at that
number. If you are amenable to help with the phone calling,
please contact Fays McCracken at 517-337-0207.
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Finance: Church Budget is Back in the Black, or
is that “in the green”!

For the first time in a long while, as of May 2020, Central’s budget is back in the
black! Praise the Lord for providing! Central’s faithful givers are to be commended
for staying the course.

Our congregation is doing a fabulous job of social distancing, hand washing,
temperature-taking, and monitoring each other as we strive to keep our sanctuary
clean. Special thanks to those of you who are singers and wish you could “Sing Out,
Louise” for making the superlative effort of singing quietly and looking down.
Thank you to Mary Nesman and others who have helped with ushering.
Again, thank you to the pastors and sound/video personnel, and summer musicians for the great job you have done through these challenging times...and waiting
for the return of in-person worshiping.
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Radio Broadcast

from Faye McCrack-

Vivian Johnson,
who was a faithful member of our
Church (sang in the choir), is celebrating
her 100th birthday this Sunday, August
30. Her daughter, Jane Worthington,
was hoping to have a celebration at our
Church. Instead, there will be a small
family gathering, due to the coronavirus.
Vivian would no doubt be happy to
receive cards from her church family.
Vivian Johnson
4218 Mar Moor Dr.
Lansing, MI 48917

Dick Bates — home and recovering from
cardiac surgery.
Mary Beth Pifer — home from the
hospital and recovering from a serious
and painful infection.
Prayers to the Great Healer are needed
for Paul and Jamie Zimmer. Paul is in
Sparrow Hospital with severe pneumonia. Jamie needs courage and love as she
continues to care for him.

The radio broadcasts mean a lot to a
lot of people. For those who have
generously given to the broadcasts in
the last few months, we thank you
once again. For those people looking
forward to giving in the future, there
are several vacancies available, from
October 25 forward.

Trustees Report
Plaster work began August 10th and was
completed Friday, August 21st. We are currently working on getting the exterior of the
church building cleaned, the wood doors on
Ottawa refinished, as well as ones on Capitol
Avenue. Also included in this work is automatic door openers for the Capitol Avenue
doors. We're hoping to revisit the air conditioning in the sanctuary area one more
time. The sewer system problem with the
smell in the bathrooms was taken care and
the company will be back to finish work on
the steam system so hopefully it works more
efficiently this coming winter.
We are working on how to meet safely as a
committee to prepare for the upcoming
year's budget.
Plans are in the works to rename the 2nd
Floor Lounge after Larry Beckon.
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It's school time!

For several years Central has collected school supplies for Willow School. This coming school year looks very
different than other years. However, the staff at Willow state,
“We have continued to collect supplies as we have in the past. We will be making sure our students that are in
need of the necessary supplies to continue with their learning have them.”
Willow School really appreciates the collaboration with Central!
The supplies requested are:
copy paper / pencils / construction paper / hand sanitizer / tissues
Please plan to donate by Sunday, September 13th.

"Please continue to keep us all in your prayers. In regards to school, items we can use are
disinfectant wipes/spray, disposable masks (for when kids return), notebook paper, spiral
notebooks, dry erase markers, pencils and erasers are some of the main items. Again,
thank you and the church family for your continued support."
You may purchase items from the list previously emailed to you (attached), or you could
shop for items needed when the kids return to school (see paragraph above). However, if
you prefer to donate money rather than purchasing items, Central's Bookkeeper, Betsy,
can write one check for the total amount of all donated funds to Willow PTO. In the
memo line on your check, just write "Willow School supplies"
Items may be dropped off in the church library or at the door from 9:00 -11:15 AM on Sunday mornings, if
entering the building is not comfortable. If you want to help but lack a way to get the supplies bought or delivered, call Cathy Amundsen at 517-323-2445 to make arrangements.
We walk in the footsteps of Jesus when we help those who are in the greatest need. It is such a privilege to
take that walk for the children of Lansing's Willow School.
Susan Grettenberger and Cathy Amundsen, for the Mission Commission

PEACE WITH JUSTICE Sunday - September 20, 2020
Peacemakers, said John Wesley, “endeavor to calm the stormy spirits..., to quiet their turbulent passions, to soften the minds of contending parties, and, if possible, reconcile them to each other.
They… employ all their strength, all the talents which God has given them, as well as to preserve
peace where it is, as to restore it where it is not.” That is a tall order, especially in a world of conflict, whether nation against nation or neighbor against neighbor.
On Peace with Justice Sunday United Methodists give to enrich ministries of reconciliation in the
United States and around the world.
Some recent grant recipients include a Florida ministry to keep young adults out of prison; antiracism events in Michigan; advocacy for immigrants in Arizona, Illinois, Michigan and Texas; interfaith support for vulnerable people in Wisconsin and congregation-based community organizing in

