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Pastor Naylo’s Notes
Greetings Friends,

I want to begin by saying thank you for all the prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness that
helped get us through 2020. Your acts of love helped so many people face some challenging times. Now, as
we enter 2021, we do so with optimism about the things which lie ahead. We do so with the knowledge our
Lord will lead and guide us. We do so, realizing that there may be moments of more challenge as we move
forward.
One of the reasons I enjoy the Word of God is that it has those moments when it just gets real.
While you and I appreciate the great victories in our lives, we must always remember that some victories
require a battle! Image if we had people form two separate lines this Sunday. Now let’s say one line
represented those who would rather not have battles in 2021. While the other represented those who
wanted to have battles. I have a feeling the "non-battle" line would be far longer!
Approaching 2021, I am drawing inspiration from Caleb's words of "Joshua and Caleb fame” as they
were poised to enter the Promised Land after wandering with the unbelieving people for 40 years in the
wilderness. He didn't allow their unbelief and failure to deter him from the promises of God. The defeats of
the past weren't going to affect his faith about the future! Please take a moment, read the following
scripture, compare it to what's behind and what lies ahead.
Joshua 14:10-12 (NKJV) 10 And now, behold, the Lord has kept me alive, as He said, these forty-five
years, ever since the Lord spoke this word to Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here
I am this day, eighty-five years old. 11 As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just as
my strength was then, so now is my strength for war, both for going out and for coming in. 12 Now
therefore, give me this mountain of which the Lord spoke in that day; for you heard in that day how the
Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and fortified. It may be that the Lord will be with me,
and I shall be able to drive them out as the Lord said.”
Those words “…give me this mountain” are powerful words to read! The New Year might seem like a
mountain, but with God walking with us and available to us, the victories that lie ahead are many!
May God richly bless you and yours in the New Year!
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Naylo

Music and Worship Notes for January, 2021
Happy New Year to all!
This year’s Advent and Christmas services were designed by Dr. Marcia McFee in a way
that those who were preaching and those providing music were imagining a congregation in a sanctuary, with lots of options for adapting them to fit rapidly-changing situations. The aim was to make them deeply meaningful without burning out the participants. Music included new, as well as familiar, music.
It has not been designed in a way that would avoid music because of the pandemic but,
instead, the theme focuses on music in a way that heightens our music appreciation,
offering a way to enjoy music rather than simply mourn the lack of it. Whether parishioners simply listened and watched hymns and songs, speaking the words softly behind
masks as the music plays, or sang to the best of their ability while watching at home, we
focused on the poetry of the music.
The order of worship has been the same each week, providing a solid foundation in order
to be creative within it. The “anchor image” for the series is the luminary. Luminaria
have lined the aisles as a reminder that this is the season when we proclaim that light
enters into the dimly-lit places of our lives and hearts, illumining us with a liberating
and comforting message. Constructed by Dr. Marcia McFee, this series has provided fun
and easy things for people to create at home. For example, you may construct luminaries, adding them to your voice, your church, and your presence. In all, our community
can raise its voices in ways that tell the world – do not be afraid!!
This has not been the same. We have wondered how we could possibly recreate a sense
of normalcy in this moment – how could we get through it with the joy we usually feel on
Christmas Eve, having lost so much this year. No, it is not the same. We know that because of the people we have lost, the jobs and security we have lost, that it will likely not
(Music & Worship Continued Next Page)

(Music & Worship Continued)
ever be the same. We shall long remember this moment when we thought light and song
would elude us. But, here we are. We will light our lights and have our songs, just like those
soldiers in World War I sang across enemy lines. Everything stopped for a while as the message that all is calm and bright prevailed above the violence and dark night of the world.
We have been divided on many things. We are devastated by our losses. We are tired and
not so calm. But, for this New Year, let us remember that we are not alone. Let us believe
that the music and light of God’s promises come again and again, with hope for a better tomorrow, love that works for a more equitable world, joy that wells from a place deep within
us and peace that offers us the assurance we need.
Missing all of you,
Caryn Welter

On Sunday, December 20, Dottie Stark, Ravena McLaughlin, and Edith Lanier stood on
a balcony at Grand Haven Manor and sang
Christmas carols with an inspiring group,
also from Central UMC. Organized by Mary
Boudreau, this sing-along brought joy to
the hearts of the retirees, as well as to the
hearts of those who joined in singing: Pastor Naylo Hopkins, Dori Hopkins, Advent
and August Hopkins, Jack Rifkin, Paige
Heidrich, Grant Potter, Bob Pen᷈ a– and
providing emotional support, Gene and
Caryn Welter. This was yet another way to
bring the darkness of our times into the
light. Many thanks to the singers for dedicating your free time away from school’s
rigors and to this worthy cause!

To Our Friends at Central,
We would like to thank all of you for
the prayers, cards, calls, and concern
for Rock’s health. The prayers were
answered this month when his doctor

Thank you to our Central UMC

family for your prayers, cards,

informed him that the results of the

and donations in memory of our

PET and CT scans indicated that his

dear son/brother Antonio. We

lymphoma was in remission. The
doctor stated that the results were
“just short of miraculous.”

miss him terribly, but are
surviving through the love of God
and our dear friends.

With that in mind, keep praying for
everyone on the prayer list—the

Mary Boudreau and Family

power of prayer works!
Rock and Joan

Watch This Month for Winter
“Small Groups”
Options Coming in February!
We hope to be able to have at
Least one new “Socially-Distanced “
And one new “Zoom” Choice
To choose from for Lent!
Updates will be in the bulletin
And on email.

Outreach Updates
Our outreach team has been busy during the Christmas season!
We said "Welcome to the neighborhood" to our new neighbors at
Capitol View, Metro Place, Knapp's Center, and The Outfield
Apartments. We dropped off nuts from our neighbors at the Peanut
Shop and a flyer explaining Central's many ministries. We will be seeking
more opportunities to show our caring and hospitality!
A woman stopped at Central to say that she appreciated the
information and nuts. She plans to attend services when we reopen and
wants to participate in a book group in the meantime! Good Work
Outreach Team!

We teamed with
the music
department and
Pastor Naylo's
family to do

Outdoor
Caroling at
Grandhaven
Manor! It was
well-received!

Please continue to pray for the growth of our church, and we need more helpers in this effort. Contact
Mary Boudreau (boudreau.mary1231@gmail.com) for more info.

A Great Big Missions Thank You!
Belize Update
Below is a letter received today from the husband of our missionary, Mbwizu, in Belize.
He is the District Superintendent for that area of the UM Church.
Dears,
Epworth Methodist Church celebrated its 186th anniversary on March 24 of this
year. 186 years of witness is quite a great achievement. For many years since
its existence, the Epworth Methodist Church had been a vibrant congregation
that has produced the majority of the ministers that serve in Belize and
Honduras today. However a close look indicates that this church has been
losing members from some time now. For the last ten years, the congregation
has been terribly decreasing in numbers. Members are aging, but they are not
being replaced by young people. Today, 80 percent of all members are 60 of age
and beyond. So, this year we have sought to reach out to the young people in
order to bring them in the church. As a result of our effort, 6 youth will be
confirmed in the church next Sunday, December 27, 2020. 21 other young people
are on the list to be confirmed next year. This is a sign and evidence of hope.
We have plans to continue reaching out to more young people and bring them
in so that Epworth Methodist Church will not die even after all the elderly folks
have departed this earth.
Your gifts to our work are the answer to prayers in our ministry and in our
community. You give us hope that we will not lose sight of God’s mission even
when times are tough, and together we are working with God to bring about
God’s kingdom. I hope that you will consider continuing on this journey with
us, and that you will support our mission.
Thank you for giving us hope for a world transformed.
Nkemba Ndjungu

Dates
in
2020

Central UMC Lansing Missions
2020 Summary of Funds Given for Missions

Jan

Edward & Marjorie Roe Endowment Funds are used for special mission projects or in
support of a missionary family. (We are supporting our missionary, in Belize, Mdwizu
Ndjungu (pronounce bwy-zu nid-jung-you)

Jan

United World Mission Missionary Erika Fitzgerald – She is in Morelia, Mexico at a
place called The Victory Center. This project is to help the people get a better education to
help break the cycle of poverty.

Jan 19

Human Relations Day Human Relations Day calls United Methodists to recognize the
right of all God’s children in realizing their potential as human beings in relationship with
one another. The special offering benefits neighborhood ministries through Community
Developers. For example, one project is working with at-risk teens through the Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program.

Amount
Given

Used
$1000
from Roe
fund
$500.0
0

$500.00

Feb 2
&9

Valentines for Church World Service blankets
Each $10 given buys one blanket.
The Blankets and Tools program make available financial support for a variety of projects
that provide food and water, as well as resources that empower people to meet their own
needs. The key to solving hunger is to address the root causes of hunger with dramatic
changes that give not a hand-out, but a hand-up to our brothers and sisters in need.

$955.00

Feb
23

Noisy Sunday Offering goes to Central’s Ministry of Kindness Fund. This fund is used at
the pastor’s discretion for needs of those in the congregation and others in the community.
It may be for a one-time utility payment, food, or a prescription for someone in need. Many
times there are needs around us that we do not see but may come to the attention of the
pastor. This fund allows him to respond as he feels appropriate.

$1,622.05

Mar
22

UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)
As responders around the globe scramble to help survivors, the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is prepared to act. Since 1940, when UMCOR’s forerunner was
established to meet the needs of those suffering overseas at the onset of World War II, it
has continued to respond to those in desperate need—today throughout more than eighty
countries around the world.

$1,385.00

May10

Camp Sunday Allows funding for those who cannot otherwise attend camp. Your offering
will ensure the future of affordable camping programs for our children and youth. Every
effort is being made to provide meaningful and exciting Christian camping experiences at
the Michigan United Methodist camps. At the same time they need to keep the fee as low
as possible to enable our churches to send as many people to camp as possible. Current
registration fees cover basic operating costs for each camper (food services, program materials, utilities, etc.), but do not include funds for much needed capital improvements

$ 500.00

May
24

Native American Ministries Sunday
When you support Native American Ministries Sunday, you equip seminary students who
will honor and celebrate Native American culture in their ministries.

$500.00

Jun 28

Bolivia – Urban Santa Cruz Children’s Ministry
United Methodists can make gifts to support the work of more than 850 projects and 300
missionaries at sites around the globe. We chose Urban Santa Cruz Children's Ministry.
The primary goal of the project is to identify and meet the spiritual, emotional, and physical
needs of the children of poor neighborhoods in Santa Cruz. With better education and spiritual
guidance, they hope to improve the lives of these children and break the cycle of poverty.

$500.00

July
19

Noisy Sunday (see above)

Aug
30

Collection of School Supplies for Willow School (An enormous amount of school supplies were collected and delivered to the school. The teachers were extremely pleased!)
Teachers came to the church on Aug.18 to give testimonies about how much these supplies mean to them; they look forward to a better year ahead with Central providing these
supplies for the students.

Sept
20

Peace with Justice Sunday - focuses on our call to be peacemakers in the world. Seeking a peace that is beyond a freedom from conflict, rather we seek to join in God’s work of
bringing about Shalom, or the wholeness that God intended in creation. Peace with Justice
Sunday is on the first Sunday after Pentecost as “Pentecost celebrates the outpouring of
God’s Spirit, calling for God’s Shalom.”
Central has been celebrating this special Sunday in September to coincide with the Shalom Center International Day of Peace.

$110.00

Oct 4

World Wide Communion / CROP Walk
World Communication Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity among God’s children. The special offering provides World Communion Scholarships
(50% to General Board of Global Ministries (with ½ of funds to go beyond US), the Ethnic
Scholarship Program (35% to General Board of Higher Education & Ministry) and the Ethnic In-Service Training Program (15% to General Board of Higher Education and Ministry).
CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and
organized by local congregations or groups to raise funds to end hunger at home and
around the world.

$120.00

Nov 8

Christian Education Sunday 50/50 split CUMC & UMC
This offering calls the Church as the people of God to be open to growth and learning as
disciples of Jesus Christ.
Half of the offering stays at Central & half goes to the conference to be awarded to support
first-time Christian education projects or trainings in other congregations or districts.

$160.00

Nov
29

United Methodist Student Day furnishes scholarships and loans for students attending
United Methodist-related and other accredited colleges and universities. The goal is to educate students so they can make a difference in the world.

$ 50.00
Total for first
2 pages =
$11,260.22

Dec

Mitten Tree (1) for distribution to Willow School and South Lansing Ministries; SOARING
UNLIMITED / Baby Box (2) These boxes are given to mothers in the Soaring Unlimited
Medical Clinic Birthing Center in Haiti. The new mothers must first participate in the free
baby/child care classes offered. Parents learn how to care for their new infants and the
importance of a safe place for them to sleep as newborns.

$1,868.17

$1,490.00
+ school
supplies

Mittens,
scarves &
hats are
filling the
tree!

South Lansinsg Ministries

$ 850.00

Greater Lansing Good Bank (online giving)

$1,085.00

Midland Flooding

$ 350.00

FireCracker Foundation – work with children who have survived sexual trauma

$ 525.00

MICAP

$ 525.00

Soaring Unlimited Covid 19 work

$ 650.00

Refugee Development Center - Lansing

$ 400.00

Subtotal

$4,385.00

Total from section above

$11,260.22

Total missions to date in 2020

$15,325.22

THANK YOU for your gifts in November
for the

Christian Education Sunday offering
of $160.00 and the

UM Student Day offering of $50.00.
Both of these offerings support education
in the church. Some of Central's youth
have benefited from these funds in the
past.

Today 17 more pairs of
hand knit mittens were
added to the Mitten Tree
at Central. These will be
delivered after Christmas.

Blessings in 2021,
Cathy Amundsen

The Board of the Church and Society
The Board of Church and Society Celebrates MLK Day 2021
In celebration Martin Luther King Jr. Day on January 18, I wanted to talk about why Central UMC
hung the “Black Lives Matter” banner and what that banner represents for us.
Black Lives Matter (BLM) is a slogan these days and a powerful statement reminding the country that
indeed Black lives matter. It is also an international social movement, formed in the United States in
2013, after the Trayvon Martin murder, dedicated to fighting racism and anti-Black violence,
especially in the form of police brutality. The name BLM signals condemnation of the unjust killings
of Black people by police (Black people are far more likely to be killed by police in the United States
than white people) and the call for society to recognize and value the lives and humanity of Black
people as much as it values the lives and humanity of white people. (https://blacklivesmatter.com/
about/)
Anti-Blackness is pervasive and implicit in our society and Black children and adults continue to be put
on trial for their own murders. As a society, we in the United States and in The United Methodist
Church have failed to acknowledge the unique cultural contributions of Black people. Black people
daily face situations that perpetuate prejudice, result in deadly policing, racist legislation, and
interpersonal violence. “All lives can’t matter until Black lives matter” is another way to remind
ourselves of the ways in which Black lives have been obliterated in our society.
The United Methodist Church is not free from this evil. The African Methodist Episcopal Church
(AME) was founded in 1816 because, in part, the Philadelphia Methodist Churches insisted on
segregated seating. Richard Allen, a noted Methodist preacher and a former enslaved person, longed
to start a separate church (not denomination) for Black people, but the church in Philadelphia worked
against it, even tricking Allen’s church out of its original deed. Finally, Allen won in court against the
St. George’s Methodist Episcopal Church and went on to found the AME denomination. Methodists
in the south also supported the enslavement of people and split from the Methodist church of the
north over that issue. We have much to mourn and repent about our lack of inclusion of all peoples
both in history and in our current reality in the United Methodist church.
We cannot sit on the sidelines or fail to center those most affected by systemic racism. We must heed
Jesus’s teaching to love all people. But if we were to hang a sign saying, “All Lives Matter,” which of
course they do, we would be continuing the long history in this country of failing to celebrate the
lives of Black and Brown people. Saying all lives matter allows us to ignore and, in essence, hide the
long and sin-filled history of our country and church, and restrains us from beginning the work of
repentance and healing.

(The Board of the Church and Society continued)
I want to end with two quotations from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as we celebrate his day.
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only
love can do that.”
“Faith is taking the first step even when you can't see the whole staircase.”
― Martin Luther King Jr., A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Speeches
May we continue the work of dismantling the systemic racism endemic in our Church and our society.
Rev. Ellen K. Zienert, Chair, Board of Church and Society

Another excellent article on the subject that Pastor Naylo recommends is “All Lives Can’t Matter Until
Black Lives Matter Too,” by John A. Powell. It is available at https://belonging.berkeley.edu/blog-all-livescant-matter-until-black-lives-matter-too

Doug Lounsbury
called to say
“Merry Christmas
and Happy New
Year! He is joining
us virtually on
Sundays.

Dave and Carol Pino sent a
packet of materials from his
grandfather, J. Arthur Pino, for
our historical records. J.
Arthur and his wife, Addie,
attended Central for a good
part of their lives. He taught
Sunday School and was part of
the Newcomers Club. The
materials, dating back to
1939, will be a great addition
to Central’s history!

Dottie Stark shared
her Central Journal
with a neighbor from
Belize. He was so
happy to read about
the Belize missionaries
and is looking forward
to more updates!

Jim Hepfer, in celebration of
a radio sponsorship for his
parents and their past
contributions to Central,
shared warm memories of
growing up at Central:
singing in kid’s choir, choir
camp, bowling after choir
practice, youth groups, and
more. Nice!

HOW TO WATCH THE
Big news! I received my first
covid vaccine today! We are
going to win this effort! Feel
free to share the news. Expanded access soon!
Mary Boudreau

Calling All
Journal
Entries!

WORSHIP SERVICE
ON LINE
Although you can listen to the worship service on the
radio (1240 AM) as it is actually happening (10:00
a.m.), you can also watch the recorded service later,
usually by Sunday night. Here are some options to do
that:
Go directly to Central's web site: lansingcentralumc.net or search for Lansing Central United
Methodist Church and click on the website link in the
information box.
Once on the web page you can simply scroll down
until you see the picture of the service (sermon date
will be in the upper left hand corner of the screen)
and click the play button (arrow in red box).

Let us know what is happening!
Ministries, events, praise and
prayer requests, and more!
Send your entry to
cheryl.office@lansingcentralumc.net
by January 20,
and we will make it happen.

Or you can access it via You Tube by either 1) clicking
the link (in red) right below the sermon image mentioned above, or 2) going directly to You Tube to
search “Lansing CUMC “. Click on the image with the
correct sermon date.
Or access it via Facebook; you can click the Facebook
symbol at the bottom of the web page or access it directly from Facebook.

CUMC Christmas Photo Album

Fellowship means,
among other
things ,
that we are ready to
receive of Christ
from others.
- Watchman Nee

Sip’ N Sing
Advent
Breakfast

Christmas Worship 2020
From Home

