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Pastor Naylo’s Notes

Greetings Friends,
Well, on your marks, get set, go! The holiday season is upon us. From Halloween to New Year's Eve, it's
like a sprint for many of us. We barely get the candy handed out before we're cooking the Thanksgiving
turkey, attending all those parties, consuming all those calories, and wrapping gifts like crazy in hopes
that what we bought is what people truly wanted. We want smiles on everyone's faces and not another
pound around our waists. Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us that "for everything, there is a season and a time for
every matter under heaven."
But does everything have to happen in nine weeks? Maybe we ought to rename the season
"HallowGivingMas." So carefully pick the activities that you will make a part of your holiday season. Be
sure to save time to rest, pray, read in your Bible. Ecclesiastes 3:7b says that "there is a time to keep
silent, and a time to speak." I hope you can find some time this holiday season to keep silent, drinking
in the presence of the Lord, and lots of time to speak words of love and cheer. Come by and worship
with us or join or tune in live on Sunday, 1240am WJIM radio at 10 am.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Naylo
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WANTED
The Radio & Video Committee
Is in desperate need
of finding and training some new people
to help out on Sunday Mornings during church.
We need people to operate the Video Camera , to announce the service over the radio, or
to learn to engineer the radio broadcast. It’s imperative that we find people who might be
interested in helping out 1 or 2 Sundays a month.
If you have some experience, great - if you have no experience, we can easily train you.
For more information, please give Bill Tennant a call at 517-712-7341.
Many Thanks!

REMINDER
By now, most everyone should have received a Pledge Card in the mail along with a letter
from your finance committee. Please bring your Pledge Card to church on Sunday, November 7th, All Saints Day and Commitment Sunday, or put your card in the mail so that we
have it by the 7th along with all the others.
Your finance committee is starting to put the budget together for 2022… your pledge is an
important part of the budget process.
Extra Pledge Cards will be available during the church service on the 7th. If you didn’t receive a letter and Pledge Card and would like to have one sent to you, please contact Cheryl
in the church office at 517-485-9477, ext. 101.
Many Thanks for your continued support
of our Central Church!
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Sundays from 11:15 to noon
Now through Dec. 12th for the fall semester, in the Fellowship Hall at CUMC
This is an intergenerational arts and crafts club for people of all ages and abilities to meet and play with
creative projects. Families and individuals are welcome to join in the fun. We hope to see you there!

Rainbow Café hopes to restart after the new year. If you would like to help shape the
future programs of Rainbow Cafe or have ideas, contact Mary Boudreau, Ellen Zienert, or
Sue Trowbridge.

South Lansing Ministries Food Bank Collection
South Lansing Food Bank collection of food items or personal needs items may be dropped off at the
church any weekday from 9am-2pm. Dedication of the items will be on the third Sunday of the month,
after which they will be delivered to the food bank.
If you need assistance, please call the Missions Chairperson, Nancy O'Shea (517-281-8419) to make
arrangements.

Central Journal Entries
Let us know what is
happening!
Ministries, events, praise and prayer
requests,
and more!
Send your Journal entry to
cheryl.office@lansingcentralumc.net
By the 20th of the month
and we will make it happen.
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. . . Is looking for

volunteers
to
The Old Parsonage

Help Save Central’s
Incredible History
for the future.
Contact John Houston at (517) 220-3118
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CUMC Fall Photo Album
Pastor Naylo on World Wide Communion Sunday, as we celebrated
Communion with the bread and grape juice for the first time since Covid
restrictions and limitations changed our in-person worship experience.
(Left)

Rev. Sue Trowbridge
(retired) and Roger
Trowbridge were officially
welcomed to Central’s
church family during
worship September 26.
They are already blessing
our congregation with their
newly created intergenerational after-worship
Art Club in the Fellowship
Hall. (Right)

Our church people are
very generously supporting our South Lansing
Food Bank through donations of food and personal products each month.
(Right)

On Sunday, October 17, Mark Graham called on the
friends and members of Central to continue to be
faithful in their gifts and pledges to support our
2022 church budget, as we face the financial
challenges brought on as a result of Covid.
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Working and Praying for Central's Growth
November 2021
Silver Bells in the City
Silver Bells in the City will be Friday, November 19. Due to the ongoing Covid-19 crisis, we will not be
opening the church building as we have done in years past. However, if people are able to safely come
downtown that evening, please wear your Central UMC name tags and clothing, and we can be hospitable
to our neighbors that may choose to attend the live event.

Sistrum Women's Chorus
Sistrum Women's Chorus has been doing "hybrid" live and virtual rehearsals this autumn. In order to be
safe, the chorus will be doing a "Youtube" concert at the end of November. We will provide information
closer to the date.

Central UMC Gardens
The Central UMC gardens have not only provided beauty this spring, summer, and autumn, but they also
provided a place to grab a delicious cherry tomato! If you would like to assist with the end of the season
clean up, please contact Mary Boudreau any evening at boudreau.mary1231@gmail.com or leave a
message at the church office.
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The Board of the Church and Society
November
Talking about Refugees
Refugees are people fleeing conflict or persecution or who have a wellfounded fear of persecution. I know many of you have seen the
coverage of the flight of Afghans following the Taliban takeover. And I
also know that many of you have donated to support them. As
Christians we are called to support the immigrant, the refugee and the
marginalized; when we welcome refugees, we expand the beloved
community of Jesus Christ. As United Methodists, we are called to
“provide wherever possible pastoral care and crisis intervention to refugees.” (Book of Resolutions, 3281)
Recently I attended a webinar sponsored by our Methodist Michigan Conference to give an update of Afghan
refugee efforts in Michigan. If you would like to watch the video, it is available at https://vimeo.com/632233900.
One of the most impressive segments of the webinar was a presentation by 2 young Afghani men, unaccompanied
minor refugees themselves, who missed many of the cultural and religious events and gatherings from home.
Yusuf Sultani, a junior at WMU, here since 2016, and Basir Sofi who has lived here for 9 years, decided they would
form an organization to help mentor new arrivals. They formed the Afghan Association of Michigan.
(afghanassociationmi.org) They would like donations for their welcome fund so that they can welcome new
arrivals. They provide a welcome packet with information, some food from home and gift cards, and they also
organize cultural events, help with funeral expenses, and provide other assistance to new arrivals.
1, 300 Afghan refugees are expected to come to Michigan this year, and agencies in Lansing are planning to
welcome many. The agencies that sponsor refugees in Lansing are St. Vincent Catholic Charities (stvcc.org) and
Samaritas (samaritas.org). Samaritas (formerly Lutheran Social Services) sponsors unaccompanied minors.
Samaritas would love to talk to you if you would like to foster an unaccompanied minor. Check out their website
for all their needs.
There are other agencies such as the Refugee Development Center (refugeedevelopmentcenter.org) who work
with refugees but are not official sponsors. They will experience an increased workload compared to the past four
years

St. Vincent has been assigned 300 refugees from Afghanistan for this year, in addition to the 400 other refugees
they were already expecting. Since they only welcomed 95 refugees last year, it is a big stretch. The largest
number of refugees ever welcomed by St Vincent was 776 in 2016. What do they need? They are looking for Dari,
Pashto, and Farsi translators, for volunteers to help with refugee acclimation, donations of household items and
financial aid for immigration legal services. They are also looking for housing. If you have any of those things, would
like to volunteer or donate, visit their website. Both Samaritas and St Vincent have Amazon and Walmart wish lists
too. Immigration legal services are needed because as soon as refugees arrive, they need to start making their
immigration status more regular, because most are classified as humanitarian parolees.
There is more information on the Michigan Conference website at https://michiganumc.org/missions/immigrantsupport/
Ellen Zienert
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