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Pastor Naylo’s Notes
Greetings Friends,
As part of a workshop I once attended, participants were all given an empty bag. The bag was
made of a stiff plastic that made a lot of noise when it was handled. The workshop leader shared that
the only negative feedback he got from earlier workshops was from a woman who complained that the
bag was too noisy. I leaned over to the person sitting next to me and whispered, “Maybe that was
intentional. The Church should be making some noise.”
I kind of said that in jest, but the more I think about it, the more profound that statement
seems to be. One consistent message throughout the New Testament is that the Church should be out
in the world proclaiming the gospel message. Individual believers are encouraged (dare I say
“expected?”) to spread the Word and to tell others about Jesus. In other words, the Church should be
making some noise in the world.
One of the complaints I hear and sometimes make is that the world is the way it is today
because the Church has too often been silent when it should have been making noise. Perhaps if the
Church had spoken up more when prayer was being removed from the schools, that decision might have
gone differently. Perhaps if the Church had been more vocal about the dangers of promiscuity and the
evils of substance abuse, the teen pregnancy, and drug abuse rates might be lower now. Perhaps if the
Church had been more intentional about telling the good news, more of the last generation and their
descendants might be in churches today.
So, let’s not complain about the Church making noise. Instead, let’s join in the
commotion! This is especially true today given the noise that hate and other such groups are now
making. As the Church, God's voice to the world, we need to be speaking up for God and speaking out
against those who oppose God’s message of love for and to all people. I commend and am proud of
those of you who have already raised your voice on behalf of God and the Church.
Here at Central United Methodist Church, let us be committed to making noise for Jesus
everywhere and any time we can. It is my privilege to serve with you as we strive to be the heart of
Christ in the Heart of Lansing.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Naylo
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Working and Praying for Central's Growth
October 2021

Central UMC has offered to be a site for Covid-19 testing and vaccines.
We need several church members to help direct people to appropriate areas
(and away from other areas).

If you can help, please email Mary Boudreau (boudreau.mary1231@gmail.com) or Allen
Clarkson (allen.clarkson@gmail.com) or telephone after 6 pm 517-896-1671.

Thank you for helping Central reach out to and serve the community!
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The Board of the Church and Society
October

Hispanic Latinx Month 2021
As a church we can join in the celebration of Hispanic Heritage month and rejoice in the diversity of the
world that God has created.
September 15 to October 15 is designated as Hispanic Heritage Month. This month is a celebration of the
history and culture of the U.S. Latinx and Hispanic communities. It commemorates the many ways
Hispanic and Latinx people and communities have influenced and contributed to our society.
September 15 was chosen to begin the celebration because it is Independence Day for Costa Rica,
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua. (1821 was the year they gained independence.)
Mexico’s Independence Day is September 16; Belize is September 21; and Chile is September 18.
The Hispanic Latinx community in the US and even in Lansing represents a wide diversity of cultural
backgrounds and experiences. Migrants and immigrants from Central and South America comprise the
United States’ largest minority group. The presence of Hispanic/Latino communities in the United States
did not start with migration, however. Rather, it started when the U.S. took over a large piece of land that
originally belonged to Mexico. The border crossed the people who lived in the Southwest – they didn’t
cross the border! Not all Hispanic/Latinx people in the US speak Spanish – some speak Portuguese and
others speak native indigenous languages.
Cesar Chavez, one of the most influential Latinos in the history of the United States, wrote this beautiful
prayer, Prayer of the Farm Workers’ Struggle:
“Show me the suffering of the most miserable, so I will know my people’s plight. Free me to pray for others,
for you are present in every person. Help me take responsibility for my own life, so that I can be free at last.
Grant me courage to serve others, for in service there is true life. Give me honesty and patience, so that the
Spirit will be alive among us. Let the Spirit flourish and grow, so that we will never tire of the struggle. Let
us remember those who have died for justice, for they have given us life. Help us love even those who hate
us, so we can change the world. Amen.”
(From National Farmers Worker Ministry; https://chavez.cde.ca.gov/modelcurriculum/teachers/Lessons/
Resources/Documents/EXR1_Prayer_of_the_Farm_Workers_Struggle.pdf.)

If you want to learn more about faith in the Hispanic/Latinx community you could read:
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Abuelita Faith: What Women in the Margins Teach US about Wisdom, Persistence, and Strength by Kat
Armas
Brown Church: Five Centuries of Latina/o Social Justice, Theology, and Identity by Robert Chao Romero.
The Rev. Dr. Justo Gonzalez is a famous Hispanic theologian. He is also a United Methodist elder who was
born in Cuba. He was nurtured in the Methodist Church in Cuba prior to the Cuban revolution. After the
revolution, he remained in the United States where he had been studying when the revolution occurred.
The Michigan UMC has two churches that worship in Spanish – La Nueva Esperanza in Grand Rapids and
Centro Familiar Christiana Iglesia Metodista Unida in Melvindale. Here is a link to a video that was made a
few years ago about UM Hispanic/Latinx ministries in Michigan. (Full disclosure: I am in this video.) https://
youtu.be/DA-p__UQ_L8

The Lord’s Prayer in Spanish – El Padre Nuestro
Padre nuestro que estás en los cielos.
santificado sea tu nombre.
Venga tu reino. Hágase, Señor, tu voluntad,
como en el cielo, así también en la tierra.
El pan nuestro de cada día, dánoslo hoy.
Y perdónanos nuestras ofensas,
como también nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.

Y no nos dejes caer en tentación,
y líbranos del todo mal;
porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria
por todos siglos. Amén.

Rev. Ellen K. Zienert
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Music and Worship Notes for October, 2021
World Communion Sunday

World Communion Sunday is a celebration observed by several Christian denominations,
taking place on the first Sunday of every October. It promotes Christian unity and
ecumenical cooperation. It focuses on an observance of the eucharist. The tradition was
begun in 1933 by Hugh Thomson Kerr who ministered in the Shadyside Presbyterian
Church. Some believe that World Communion Sunday grew out of the Division of
Stewardship at Shadyside – an attempt to bring churches together in a service of Christian
unity in which everyone might receive both inspiration and information. They might know
how important the Church of Jesus Christ is, and how each congregation is interconnected
one with another.
National Hispanic Heritage Month
You have probably noticed that we’re singing songs that connect with National Hispanic
Heritage Month. Its inclusive dates are September 15 – October 15, and it celebrates the
histories, cultures, and contributions of American citizens whose ancestors came from
Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central and South America. Please enjoy the rich history
this music brings into our lives.
Music Committee / Engaging Worship Committee
Inasmuch as the Safety Committee met last week to update guidelines which will be
helpful in proceeding with worship, the Music Committee / Engaging Worship Committee
will meet as soon as a date can be agreed upon. Inasmuch as this important Committee
has lost several people, please email bcaryn@aol.com or call (517) 285-0140 to indicate
your interest in becoming involved. The group is well-focused; participation in it can be
very inspirational. At this writing, we’ll proceed with in-person meetings, as Zoom
meetings have cut out some very good participants.

Wishing you well, and respectfully submitted, Caryn Welter
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Friday Night Study Group
The Friday Night Study Group will begin again on October 1, 2021,
at 6:30 PM at Amundsen's Home, 735 Maycroft Road, Lansing, MI, 48917.
Newcomers are welcome!

The book is entitled: "White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism," by Robin Diangelo.
This group meets on alternate Fridays usually from September through May.
Also, if you need a book, and cannot get one, call Rev. Amundsen, and he will order a used
copy for you.
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Sundays from 11:15 to noon
Now through Dec. 12th for the fall semester, in the Fellowship Hall at CUMC
This is an intergenerational arts and crafts club for people of all ages and abilities to meet
and play with creative projects ranging from collage to play dough to watercolors and
everything else in between. Families and individuals are welcome to join in the fun. Rev.
Sue Trowbridge will be the leader and helper. Please bring a smock or a change of clothes
for the messy projects. Thank you. We hope to see you there!

Rainbow Café hopes to restart after the new year. If you would like to help
shape the future programs of Rainbow Cafe or have ideas, contact Mary
Boudreau, Ellen Zienert, or Sue Trowbridge.

South Lansing Ministries
Food Bank Collection
South Lansing Food Bank collection of food items or
personal needs items may be dropped off at the church
any weekday from 9am-2pm. Dedication of the items will
be on the third Sunday of the month, after which they will
be delivered to the food bank.
If you need assistance, please call the Missions
Chairperson, Nancy O'Shea (517-281-8419) to make
arrangements.

Central Journal Entries
Let us know what is happening!
Ministries, events, praise and prayer requests,
and more!
Send your Journal entry to
cheryl.office@lansingcentralumc.net
By the 20th of the month
and we will make it happen.

7

8

