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Pastor Naylo’s Notes
Greetings Friends,
My all-time favorite hero when I was a kid was Zorro. I loved reading stories about Zorro and
fantasized about being like him. I don't think I ever missed an episode of the TV show that starred
Guy Williams, and I knew the theme song by heart. Once I had a jumbo-size Zorro coloring book, the
pictures of which I colored more carefully than any other.
My mother helped make her little boy’s fantasy come true one year when she made me a newspaper
sombrero. She painted it black and stripped an old umbrella for my sword. We kids in the
neighborhood used to have lots of pretend battles. It didn't matter if everyone else was a cowboy or a
soldier using cap gun pistols. That year I was Zorro wearing my hat and using my sword in every
battle.
One day when the battle was over, I put my newspaper sombrero over the end of my umbrella sword
and propped them up against a tree in the yard. We probably got called in to eat or went to do
something else like play ball. However, I forgot to bring in my costume.
That night it rained and rained hard. I don’t know now when I remembered that my costume was
leaning against the tree. But by the time I retrieved it, my hat had been so drenched that it stretched
out of shape and never fit right after that. I was so heartbroken and crushed that that incident still
ranks right up there as being one of the times I have been the most distraught and inconsolable. I
don’t know if my mom couldn’t or wouldn’t replace it, but I never again had a Zorro sombrero.
When we leave our spiritual lives unattended, even for a short time, we may feel that they have
become ruined, too. When we neglect to care for and maintain a strong spiritual life, and the storms
of life strike, we may feel that parts of it, like prayer, just don’t “fit right." When we fail to zealously
protect important spiritual things such as prayer, daily Bible reading, weekly worship, fellowship with
other believers, and faithful service to God and others, we may feel like spirituality doesn't "fit right"
anymore.
The good news is that if we do allow those things to happen, God is eager, willing, and able to help
us recapture and reclaim the vitality of our spiritual lives, both as churches and as individuals. It
takes commitment, faithfulness, and desire on our part, but God wants us to cooperate with God in
making us more into the image and likeness of Jesus, the Christ, our ultimate hero.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Naylo
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Windowsill Salad Gardens
Earth day is April 24, and Central UMC is once again doing the "windowsill salad
gardens." These gardens not only provide fresh salad and purify the air in your home,
they also save the planet by avoiding having salad shipped from far away. We will have
packets of salad seeds available after church. If you need a planter or potting soil, there
will also be some available (many still have containers from last year). Weather
permitting, some of us will be taking a walk around the neighborhood after church to do
trash clean up. Please join in!

Central Gardens
Central Gardens: Our lovely gardens are in a great location to spread hope and cheer to
the downtown area. If you would like to help either by doing the "dirty work" in the
garden or contributing to help buy plants or mulch, please let Mary Boudreau know
(boudreau.mary1231@gmail.com). We will make some adjustments this year due to the
major outdoor work, but still hope to offer a bright spot for everyone to enjoy God's
creation.

2

Music & Worship
First, I would like to thank you for the warm welcome you have given me. It is a joy to be
back at Central!

As I'm getting used to the flow of things here at Central, and meeting many of you, I'm
thinking and planning for how we can enhance and expand the Music Ministry. I'm already
thinking ahead to Fall 2022 and Christmas. Some of those plans could include YOU! If you're
interested in singing with the choir, or have other musical talents, I would love to know.
Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God alone),
Mark
P.S. Check out the information below, on the upcoming St. Olaf Choir performance

The St. Olaf Choir, conducted by Dr. Anton Armstrong, will be at the Fairchild Auditorium (at
MSU) on Wednesday, June 1, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. Dr. Armstrong earned a Doctor of Musical
Arts in Conducting from MSU, and has led the St, Olaf Choir since 1990. Tickets at
www.stolaf.edu/tickets or 1-800-363-5487
For more than a century, the St. Olaf Choir has set the gold standard for choral singing,
performing for millions around the world. Comprised of 75 mixed voices, the St. Olaf Choir
is hailed as one of the nation’s premier a cappella ensembles, renowned for its artistry and
beauty of sound.
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CUMC Photo Album
PALM SUNDAY

Dalan Guthrie, our choir director, sang a
solo with Mark Mitchell accompanying.

Stuffing eggs after worship
to distribute to apartment
complexes near Central to
advertise our Easter service.
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EASTER SUNDAY
We had a “Jesus Hunt” this year after worship for Easter. There were 11 pictures of Jesus all over the
church, with prize baskets at each one. The children with their families were given a simple map to help
them locate each of the Jesus pictures and special prizes.
We also had Sunday School for the preschoolers and early elementary children.
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ART CLUB
Sue Trowbridge
Bob Pena
Martha Bishop

Allen Clarkson and two
of his children coloring
Easter eggs at Art Club.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
Central celebrates the return to our traditional Coffee Fellowship under the
direction of Mike Garcia and the assistance of Roger Trowbridge.
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South Lansing Ministries Food Bank Collection
South Lansing Food Bank collection of food items or personal needs
items may be dropped off at the church any weekday from 9am2pm or on Sundays. Dedication of the items will be on the third
Sunday of the month, after which they will be delivered to the food
bank.
If you need assistance, please call the Missions Chairperson, Nancy
O'Shea (517-281-8419) to make arrangements.

Central Journal Entries
Let us know what is happening!
Send your Journal entry to:
cheyl.office@lansingcentralumc.net
By the 20th of the month

The Boudreau and Grettenberger families are proud to
welcome Remi Adonis to
our family !
His proud parents Alexa Seda
and Effrem Grettenberger
can be reached at :
3414 California Ave.
St. Louis MO 63118
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The Board of the Church and Society
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Central UMC, Rainbow Café, and Reconciling Ministries

The Rainbow Café is a ministry of Central UMC that has also been designated as a reconciling community by
the Reconciling Ministries Network. What does that mean?
What is the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN)?
RMN equips and mobilizes United Methodists of all
sexual orientations and gender identities to resist evil,
injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they
present themselves.
Since 1984, RMN has worked to transform hearts, churches, and communities. We do that
through grassroots organizing, resourcing and educating, denomination-level change-making,
pastoral care, and working with you: faithful people hopeful for a reconciled Church.
RMN began as a faith-based response to institutionalized homophobia braided into the fabric
of The United Methodist Church. Now, over 30 years later, the Reconciling movement spans
four continents, 1,000+ churches, and 40,000+ individuals. (Source: https://rmnetwork.org/
about/who-we-are/)
A flyer is available at the church reception desk or at https://rmnetwork.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/07/RMN-Flyer-June-2021.pdf for a bit more information.
In 2019, Rainbow Café took steps to become a recognized “reconciling community” as part of RMN.
This means the group decided to affiliate with the national organization, but it did not mean that
Central UMC was a member or that the congregation has been recognized as a reconciling church.
Rainbow Café took this step to further endorse its mission of being a group that embraced full
inclusion of LGBTQIA+ persons in the life and ministry of the United Methodist Church. We also
pledged to try to build relationships and increase dialogue about ways in which we can work more
meaningfully for LGBT inclusion and equality at Central and in Lansing. Of course, some of that has
been slowed by the pandemic, but it is still the dream of those who formed the Rainbow Café.
One plan we have is to provide the church library with new resources that celebrate all families and
peoples. One of the first books we will add is A Church for All! By Gayle E. Pitman. We also plan to
donate inclusive books to the Capital Area District Library.
In previous years, we helped support the Lansing Gay Pride Month by painting cross walks with
Rainbow Colors and handing out water as the parade passed the church. We have welcomed
performers, hosted a display of stoles from pastor’s who left the denomination or were not
ordained because of their sexual orientation, and have discussed issues of inclusion and justice
at our meetings.
While the Café has taken a hiatus during the pandemic, Central UMC can be proud of
the work done to promote inclusion of LGBTQIA+ persons fully in the life of the
congregation.
9

CAMP SUNDAY OFFERING

and contributions made by Native Americans to
our society. Your giving on this Special Sunday
provided hope to children and youth, hope for a

brighter future in impoverished communities and a
voice to those who have felt voiceless for years.

Camp Changes Lives!

May 1, 2022

serves to remind United Methodists of the gifts

Faith-based summer camps are an excellent way
to connect with God, other people, and creation.
Michigan offers a wide variety of camping
experiences for children, youth, and adults of all
abilities.

of $345

MICHIGAN AREA CAMPS
...for helping provide a
meal (& leftovers) to

Willow Elementary
School teachers and staff

Mr.
Lonzo,
School
Principal

at the time of their parentteacher conferences! They
were VERY pleased. The
bonus is that the Central
congregation seemed just
as pleased to be providing
the food & essentials for
their meal!

•
•
•

Lake Michigan Camp & Retreat Center
Lake Huron Retreat Center
Wesley Woods Camp & Retreat Center

UNITED METHODIST
AFFILIATED CAMPS
The following camps are affiliated with the
United Methodist Church
•
•
•

Bayshore Camp
Lake Louise
Camp Michigamme

Please contact Joi Tennant if you, or
someone you know, is interested in
attending camp this summer
(joitennant@gmail.com).
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