Central Journal
Central United Methodist Church

June 2022

Pastor Naylo’s Notes
June 2022

Dear Friends,
The time has come for my family and I to bid farewell to this wonderful congregation. June 19,
2022, will be my final Sunday in the pulpit at Central United Methodist Church. I want to thank
you for all of the support you have provided our family during our time here.
I can genuinely say that this faithful group of people has blessed our lives immensely. I hope we
have blessed your lives through time together too. Even though we are moving on from this place
physically, a piece of our hearts will always be here with you. During my time here, I have grown
to love the congregation of CUMC, and I have been truly honored to serve as your pastor. I will
miss your fellowship and enthusiasm for the Word of God.
My request is that you show the same care and respect to Pastor Rich Burstall as you have shown
me. Please assist Rich and his wife in their transition. He will be learning as well as teaching, and
I trust that you will be understanding and compassionate toward them. They will be inheriting a
beautiful community filled with a lovely variety of personalities. Please give them time to come to
know and love you as I have.
Change is never easy, but each of us who professes Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is made
perfect through change, whether through those small daily conversions in the heart or through
more outwardly dramatic changes in the Church itself. My prayer for us is that the Holy Spirit will
continue to guide us during this time of transition.
Thank you for allowing me to serve both you and the Lord. I will carry your encouragement and
love with me always, ensuring that my service at CUMC will always be a reminder to continue
"looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearance of the great God and our savior
Jesus Christ." (Titus 2:13)
Your pastor and friend,

Pastor Naylo
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June 2022
PASTOR NAYLO’S
FAREWELL CELBRATION
Come join us as we celebrate Pastor Naylo’s ministry with us and bid him farewell!

Sunday June, 19
In Fellowship Hall after the service



Refreshments provided
A box for cards will be provided for those who want to write their personal greetings and
thoughts to Pastor Naylo.

Friendly Greetings
Dear Central Friends,
Murray and I recently moved to a home in Oak Brook, IL. The move brings us closer to our
son Ryan, who many of you know because he grew up in the church, as well as his family.
As we welcome the support of family, we are also deeply appreciative of those who
supported us with your calls, cards, and prayers, during the time when it was difficult for us
to be in church. Many thanks to everyone.
Pastor Naylo, although we never had the opportunity to meet you in person , we want you to
know that your sermons were a source of strength as we listened to the broadcasts. We wish
you God speed as you transition to a new congregation.
As Central prepares to welcome a new pastor, we pray that it will continue its mission to be
the heart of Christ in Lansing’s downtown area.
We will miss everyone, and we will remember our years at Central.
Elaine and Murray Brown
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CUMC High School Graduate
Educational Scholarship
Applications for a
High School
Graduate
Educational
Scholarship are
available at the
church office. Please complete and
return to the church office as soon as
possible.
Please contact Dick Bates with any
questions. (517) 490-2657

South Lansing Ministries
Food Bank Collection
South Lansing Food Bank
collection of food items or
personal needs items may be
dropped off at the church any
weekday from 9am-2pm or on
Sundays. Dedication of the items
will be on the third Sunday of the
month, after which they will be
delivered to the food bank.

Central Journal Entries
Let us know what is happening!
Send your Journal entry to:
cheyl.office@lansingcentralumc.net
By the 20th of the month

If you need assistance, please call
the Missions Chairperson, Nancy
O'Shea (517-281-8419) to make
arrangements.
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Lansing Central UMC Day-Trippers
OUR FIRST 2022 GATHERING
June 15, 2022; 10:30 AM to 2:30 PM
WHAT?

A time to get out of our apartments and rooms and get re-acquainted
with some of our friends from past trips and just have a great time and
a great dinner. So, MOVIE, EAT, and LIVE MUSIC, in that order!

WHERE?

This will be held in The Social Hall of LANSING GRACE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH, on the corner of Mount Hope Avenue and
Boston Boulevard. This is the church which allows us to use their
parking lot when we take day-trips “out” with a coach.

WHEN?

June 15th, 2022; from 10:30 to 2:30, as follows:
– 10:30 to Noon, a movie (see below).
– NOON - 1:00, Dinner catered by Prof.
Party Planners (see below)
– LIVE Music by Jonathan Stars (from
Facebook, see below)

ABOUT THE MOVIE:
Jesus was wise and loving, a teacher, philosopher, and
religious leader who (to around two billion people, anyway)
also happened to be the Son of God. Yeah, but was he funny?
Scholars argue that, yes, Jesus actually had a great sense of
humor and a droll sense of irony that’s often overlooked. Still,
you’ve likely never seen a Jesus as sitcom-witty as the one
portrayed in The Chosen, the hit streaming series filmed….in Texas.
This Messiah and his disciples have a quippy, lightly teasing banter
that suggests their true holy scriptures include old DVDs of Friends.

ABOUT THE DINNER:
Roast Pork with Cherry Sauce: The Dinner will be prepared by Prof.
Party Planners. It will include two sides, a beverage, and a dessert.
We’ll eat around tables with friends in GRACE UMC’s Social Hall.

ABOUT THE MUSIC: Jonathan Stars...
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has been a professional
entertainer for more than 50
years. Aside from 10
of his own albums, he has
accumulated 7 singer and
songwriter awards and
produced the GrammyNominated “Disturbing the Peace”
by The Boogie Kings. He also won
the title “Comedian of the Year” in
the Las Vegas Comedy
Competition. Jonathan has the unique distinction of being told by a Las Vegas pit boss to make his
show less entertaining, because he was drawing people away from the gambling tables. These days he
only performs where he can give his all to audiences. He can be found on Monday Nights at 7:00 PM
on U-Tube under Jon_Stars.
COST: $25.00 for the day, all included. WELCOME!

----------------------------------------------------------------Lansing Central UMC Day-Trippers
REGISTRATION FORM
First 2022 Gathering
Lansing Grace UMC Social Hall
June 15, 2022; 10:30 AM to 2:30 PM
Yes! Count on me to join you!
Please print your name_______________________________________________
Address please ___________________City____________State_____Zip________

Your Phone No.____________________Your E-Mail________________________
Emergency Contact Name ________________________Emer. Ph. No.___________
Cost: $25.00 payable to Lansing Central UMC. On the Memo Line, write “Day-Trippers.”
Please return this form and payment to: Rev. Bill Amundsen, 735 Maycroft Road,
Lansing, MI, 48917, or sign up at the Day Trippers’ Table in Fellowship Hall, Central
UMC, on Sunday Mornings.
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Pool Gathering

Are you interested in gathering for fun,
food, good conversation, and swimming?
We are hosting a gathering of younger Central people on Thursday, June 9 from 6-8 pm.
Please contact Mary Boudreau for more information :boudreau.mary1231@gmail.com.
This is an opportunity for ongoing activities (book group, community events, etc) so bring
your ideas and input.
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Music & Worship
It's almost summer!
I use summer as a time to recharge: relax more, travel more, and be outside more.
It's also a time for me to recharge musically: I spend more time looking for and learning
new music, studying, and contemplating the things I want to accomplish in the coming
church year. (Is it too early to start planning for Christmas??!!)
What will you do this summer?
May it be a time of renewal and relaxation for each one of us.
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CUMC Photo Album

Pastor Naylo’s
Adventure with Central,
Courageously Serving
Our Congregation During
Covid
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JG

Judy Grove Circle

A HUGE Thank You
for all of the donations! We collected 738 items. The donations were gratefully accepted.
They are given to those in need at no charge. Nothing goes unused. Thanks again for all of
your help. There is still a need for men’s pants and shoes. Please let Pat Mort or Edie
Robinson know if you have any men’s items or sheets/towels to donate.
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The Board of the Church and Society
Annual Conference Resolutions

One of the devotions I like to read is Father Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditations from the Center for Action
and Contemplation. I recently read these words in one of their publications, and I thought it rightly
expressed the reason that we have a Board of Church and Society in the United Methodist Church.
Richard, [a] twelfth-century mystic and prior of the famous Abbey of St. Victor (who died in
1173), used the concept of the Trinity to teach that God’s loving delight is most vibrant when
it is shared and other directed. That’s a lofty way of saying the Daily Meditations are not
ultimately about Richard Rohr, but about sharing with the world the love of God as it is
expressed through the Christian contemplative traditions.
The ancient Richard, the modern Father Richard, John Wesley, and many others remind us that our faith is
not ultimately about us but is demonstrated most profoundly when it is shared and other directed. The
Board of Church and Society works with others in the church to help find effective and loving ways to do
just that.
Annual Conference is coming soon (June 1-4) and several of the resolutions that will be before the
conference are, of course, about the business of the conference – budgets, setting pay, and benefits,
organizing the districts, etc. I know we will be talking about the future of the church in many ways. In
terms of our outreach in society, several resolutions ask the conference to endorse ways of reaching out
and demonstrating our faith to the world. If you would like to read about each resolution you can go
online to:
https://2022.michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2022/04/2022-Voting-Items-Book-Final.pdf
Here are a few of the resolutions dealing with social concerns. Keep in mind that the Annual Conference
may adopt, reject, or modify or fail to consider any of these resolutions during its session.
READERS TO LEADERS: The Michigan Conference establishes a conference-wide fundraising campaign,
entitled “Readers to Leaders” from June 1, 2022, to March 1, 2023, with the goal of raising
$480,000. $240,000 will benefit the Liberia Scholarship Program of the Michigan Conference’s
Liberia Ministry Partners and $240,000 to benefit the Michigan Conference’s Children Defense
Fund Freedom Schools Program. Each congregation will be challenged to raise at least $600 with
$300 to benefit Liberia Scholarship Program of the Michigan Conference’s Liberia Ministry Partners
and $300 to benefit the Michigan Conference’s Children Defense Fund Freedom Schools Program.
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CANCELLATION OF STUDENT DEBT: We, the Michigan Conference of the United Methodist Church,
stand for the cancellation of federal student loan debt. Therefore, we call churches and members
across the Michigan Conference to act on student loan debt. We commit to advocating for the
cancellation of federal student loan debt through correspondence with elected officials. Further,
we commit to making student debt relief a long-term missional priority for the Michigan
Conference of the United Methodist Church, through educational campaigns, public policy
advocacy, and seeking to partner with General Boards (like the General Board of Higher Education
& Ministry and the General Board of Church & Society) to support efforts addressing student loan
debt. We encourage United Methodists across the Michigan Conference to vision ways of helping
relieve student loan debt, at local church, district, and Conference levels.

SUPPORT FOR IMMIGRANT DRIVER’S LICENSES: Michigan United Methodists are urged to contact
their state congressional delegation to voice their support for the reinstatement of the ability to
obtain a driver's license and state I. D.s for all immigrants in the state who qualify, regardless of
immigration status. Ask the Michigan congress to support the passage of the DRIVE SAFE bills.
Rationale: The Conference Hispanic Latino committee supports the return of driver’s licenses to
those who live and work in Michigan, whether documented or not. By returning driver's licenses to
undocumented Michiganders (available to all immigrants before 2008), we can make Michigan a
place where everyone [can] thrive. When all are properly licensed, we increase the safety of our
streets and roads and demonstrate our welcome to those who are working in restaurants, hotels,
on farms and many, many other establishments around the state.
SUPPORT GOOD TIME BALLOT INITIATIVE: All Michigan Area United Methodists are urged to support
and vote for the “Good Time” Ballot Initiative, which will be included in this November Election.
Candidates for both Primaries and General Election also need to be strongly encouraged to support
this Initiative. Rationale: “The church should continually exert a strong ethical influence upon the
state, supporting policies and programs deemed to be just and opposing policies and programs
that are unjust.” (BOD ¶164b) Urged on by our Book of Discipline and our Social Principles, United
Methodists strive for the redemption of sinners, restorative justice, and equitable application of
the law. Michigan’s current criminal legal system achieves none of that. America jails a higher ratio
of its citizens than any other country in the world (Russia and China included). Michigan is the
worst state in America for the average time spent in lock-up per equal crime – the worst state in
the worst country.
That is just a brief glimpse of the resolutions. In the interest of full disclosure, I am on the committee that
wrote the driver’s license resolution, so you can ask me about that one. If you are interested in more
information and the rationale for each, visit the webpage above.
Ellen Zienert
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